[image: image1.png]Office of Public Affairs Washington, DC 20420
Media Relations (202) 273-6000

www.va.gov
Department of
w Veterans Affairs State Summary




July 2003

Idaho

And the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
· General:  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) offers a wide variety of programs and services for the nation’s 25.6 million veterans.  In 2002, more than 4.2 million people were treated in VA health-care facilities, 3.3 million veterans and survivors received VA disability compensation or pensions, 464,000 veterans and their families used GI Bill education benefits, nearly 2.9 million owned homes purchased with GI Bill home loan benefits and more than 89,000 veterans and family members were buried in VA’s national cemeteries.

VA spent almost $240 million in Idaho in 2002 to serve nearly 136,800 veterans who live in the state.  Last year, 19,031 people received VA health care and 17,010 Idaho veterans and survivors collected disability compensation or pension payments.  More than 2,360 veterans and their families used GI Bill payments for their education and 17,721 owned homes purchased through VA home loan guaranties.

· Health Care:  One of the most visible of all VA benefits is health care.  VA has 162 hospitals, more than 850 ambulatory care and community-based outpatient clinics, 206 Vet Centers, 132 nursing homes, 43 domiciliary facilities and 73 comprehensive home care programs.  Due to technology and national and VA health care trends, VA has changed from a hospital-based system to a primarily outpatient-focused system over the past seven years. With 22,000 fewer employees in 2002 than in 1995, VA provided care to 1.6 million more veterans across the country.

In Idaho, VA operates a major medical center in Boise and community outpatient clinics in Twin Falls (supported by the Boise medical center), and Pocatello (supported by the Salt Lake City medical center).  Vet centers are located in Boise and Pocatello.

The Boise medical center has 87 beds and provides inpatient medical, surgical and psychiatric care, as well as outpatient care to more than 14,000 veterans in 2002, and an anticipated 15,000 in 2003.  The service area includes southwestern and central Idaho, southeastern Oregon and the Duck Valley Reservation, which extends into northern Nevada.  In 2002, the Boise medical center provided more than 2,836 episodes of inpatient care. During the same period, the Boise VA outpatient clinics provided over 155,000 outpatient visits.  Specialty services are provided at the Boise facility, through referrals to community care or to VA Puget Sound Health Care System.

The Boise medical center is affiliated with the University of Washington School of Medicine and works closely with the southwestern Idaho medical community.  Other major affiliations include the Idaho State University College of Pharmacy and the Boise State University School of Nursing.  Other health professional training programs include social work, occupational therapy, radiology and laboratory technology.

· Geriatric Care:  Long-term care is a critical issue for America’s veterans.  Approximately 38 percent of living veterans are 65 years old or older, compared with 12 percent of the general population.  The challenge to care for these 9.1 million men and women is met through a variety of programs, including more than 132 nursing home care units in medical centers, adult day care, home health aide services and community residential care, contracts with 2,500 community nursing homes, and support to 114 state veterans homes.  Additionally, VA conducts nationwide research on the causes and treatment of Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias and funds 21 geriatric research, education and clinical centers, each focusing on a major geriatric problem(s).

The Boise medical center provides long-term care to veterans in southwestern and south-central Idaho and to eastern Oregon veterans in four counties.  The facility also offers a continuum of geriatric care, including home health, residential, geriatric rehabilitation, extended care, and community nursing homes (using VA contracted care).  A sharing agreement for medical care exists between the Boise VA medical center and the Boise Idaho State Veteran’s Home.  One of the facility’s geriatric specialists is currently studying the effects of aging on a specific biochemical process in the body.  The extended care unit treated 371 patients in fiscal year 2002, including respite care.

The Boise medical center is participating in a VA pilot program to evaluate the effectiveness of the use of assisted living for veterans who need moderate supervision.  The program pays for a limited stay in an assisted living setting and provides oversight and support to those enrolled.  Evaluation of the pilot program is the responsibility of the Health Systems Research and Development office located at the Puget Sound Health Care System in Seattle.  The program placed 28 veterans in assisted living in fiscal year 2002.

· Research:  To provide the highest quality of health care to the nation’s veterans, VA conducts a vast array of research on some of the most difficult challenges facing medical science today.  Not only is VA a world leader in research areas such as aging, prosthetics, spinal-cord injury and blind rehabilitation, but VA has also contributed greatly to women’s health care and treatment of AIDS, post-traumatic stress disorder, Gulf War illnesses and mental health issues.  VA researchers led the way in developing the cardiac pacemaker, the CT scan, magnetic source imaging and improving artificial limbs.

The research program at the Boise medical center in 2001-2002 included 28 investigators, 68 research projects and approximately $1.5 million in funding ($690,000 of which is non-VA).  Major areas of research include cancer, drug development and treatment, pulmonary disease, cardiovascular disease, infectious diseases, geriatrics and drug response interactions.  Research related to medical educational outcomes is also being conducted at the medical center.

As an affiliate of the University of Washington School of Medicine, the Boise medical center has an active research program in which physicians care for patients, teach medical students and residents, and engage in their own research.  There are also affiliations and cooperative agreements with Boise State University, Idaho State University, Northwest Nazarene College, University of Idaho and Mountain States Tumor Institute/Mountain States Research Institute that allow their respective faculty to conduct research at the Boise medical center.  The facility also plays an important role in providing biomedical research for students who are planning to enter the medical field.  Eighteen University of Washington medical students, including 17 from Idaho, have spent summers at the medical center conducting research projects required for graduation.  Fifty-seven students from Idaho, who worked with medical center research investigators, were accepted to either medical schools or graduate schools.

· Disabilities and Pensions:  Not all of the problems of military service end when people are discharged from active duty.  About 2.4 million veterans receive monthly VA disability compensation for medical problems related to their service in uniform.  VA pensions go to about 346,000 wartime veterans with limited means.  Family members of about 538,600 veterans qualify for monthly VA payments as the survivors of disabled veterans or pension recipients.

VA's Boise Regional Office serves veterans and their survivors in Idaho who are seeking VA financial benefits.  In fiscal year 2002, the Boise office processed 4,761 disability compensation claims.  The total includes 1,170 veterans applying for the first time for disability compensation.  During fiscal year 2002, the Boise office acted on 3,591 cases where veterans reopened a claim, usually to seek an increase in their disability rating for larger payments.  Because of the complexity of many cases, plus legal requirements and the need to obtain military records, the application process can take several months or longer.  Streamlining the process and reducing backlogs are two of VA’s highest priorities.
· Homeless:  Nearly 25 percent of homeless adults are veterans, and many more veterans who live in poverty are at risk of becoming homeless. VA is the only federal agency that provides substantial hands-on assistance directly to the homeless.  It has the largest network of homeless assistance programs in the country.  More than 7,000 transitional and permanent beds are available for homeless veterans throughout the states.  VA aggressively reaches out to veterans on the street, conducts clinical assessments, offers needed medical treatment, and provides long-term shelters and job training.  More than $150 million is dedicated to specialized homeless programs to assist homeless veterans, including grants and per diem payments to 300 public groups.

As the largest metropolitan area in Idaho, Boise has an ever-increasing homeless population.  In 1999, community providers and area shelters conducted a homeless census.  Of the 331 homeless people interviewed, 31 percent (102) identified themselves as veterans. We believe these percentages remain unchanged.   Data from the Boise Medical Center shows that 20 percent of the veterans who visited the facility, and over 40 percent of the patients in substance abuse treatment were homeless.  In response, the Boise VA hired a full-time homeless coordinator last year to manage services within VA, and between VA and community service providers.

The homeless outreach will soon extend to areas outside of Boise such as Mountain Home, McCall, Twin Falls and other cities.  Through this coordinated effort, VA will better serve the homeless veterans of Idaho. A homeless stand down has been an annual event in Boise since 1992, reflecting a strong partnership with VA, the state of Idaho and many community agencies and businesses.

In 2003, it is estimated that there are over 1,000 homeless people per night in the greater Boise area, including Meridian, Nampa, Caldwell and other areas of the Treasure Valley.  Census data obtained by the combined efforts of several service providers still shows that approximately one of every three homeless men has served in the U.S. armed forces. As homeless men outnumber women by 10:1, data on homeless men is more easily obtained.   Rates of veterans among homeless women are estimated to be about 1:7.  The VA homeless program is an active participant in community coalition meetings and thereby continues to assist in the development and implementation of programs and services that strive to meet the diverse needs of the homeless. 
· Memorial Affairs:  Most men and women who have been in the military are eligible for burial in a national cemetery, as are their dependent children and usually their spouses.  VA manages the country’s network of national cemeteries with more than 2.5 million gravesites at 120 national cemeteries in 39 states and Puerto Rico, as well as in 33 soldier’s lots and monument sites.  Last year, more than 89,000 veterans were buried in VA's national cemeteries.  Additionally, in 2002, VA provided nearly 350,000 headstones and markers and nearly 290,000 Presidential Memorial Certificates to the loved ones of deceased veterans.  VA-assisted state veterans cemeteries provided more than 17,000 interments.

Idaho had no national or state veterans cemeteries in 2002.  The state received a VA grant in early 2003, however, and is building a cemetery near Boise.  In 2002, VA provided 1,391 headstones and markers for the graves of veterans in Idaho.

For additional state summaries see: http://www.va.gov/opa/fact/statesum/index.htm. 
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