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VA 
	
                                  
      U.S. Department 
  of Veterans Affairs


Office of the General Counsel					In Reply Refer To: 02REG Washington DC 20420


Date:  April 1, 2014  

From:	Chief Impact Analyst (02REG)

Subj:	Economic Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AP07/WP2014-002, Grants for Adaptive Sports Programs for Disabled Veterans and Members of the Armed Forces

To:	Director, Regulations Management (02REG)

	I have reviewed this rulemaking package and determined the following.

1.  This rulemaking will not have an annual effect on the economy of $100 million or more, as set forth in Executive Order 12866.  

2.  This rulemaking will not have a significant economic impact on a substantial number of small entities under the Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601-612.   

3.  This rulemaking will not result in the expenditure of $100 million or more by State, local, and tribal governments, in the aggregate, or by the private sector, under the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995, 2 U.S.C. 1532. 

4.  Attached please find the relevant cost impact documents. 

(Attachment):  Agency’s Impact Analysis, dated January 28, 2014


Approved by:
Michael P. Shores (02REG)
Chief, Impact Analyst
Regulation Policy & Management
Office of the General Counsel









(Attachment)

Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AP07/WP2014-002

Title of Regulation: Grants for Adaptive Sports Programs for Disabled Veterans and Members of the Armed Forces

Purpose:  To determine the economic impact of this rulemaking.

Background:  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) proposes to amend its regulations by adding part 77 to establish new regulations that provide grants to eligible entities to provide adaptive sport opportunities to disabled Veterans and disabled members of the Armed Forces. This rulemaking is necessary to implement new statutory authority by establishing procedures for evaluating grant applications under this grant program, and otherwise administering the grant program. This rulemaking would implement sections 4 and 5 of Public Law 113-59, 127 Stat. 658 (December 20, 2013), the VA Expiring Authorities Act of 2013 (the 2013 Act).

Cost Benefit: These amendments are necessary to improve the quality and efficiency of managing a large-scale adaptive sports program.
 
Methodology/Assumptions:  To comply with section 5 of the 2013 Act, VA will award grants to eligible entities, instead of cooperating through the United States Olympic Committee, when providing adaptive sport opportunities to disabled Veterans and disabled members of the Armed Forces.  There is authorized to be appropriated $8,000,000 for each fiscal year through 2015.  

Based on the projected adaptive sport entity participation rates, VA has determined that there will be an increase in the administrative functions of the grant program, but these functions will be absorbed and handled by distribution of functions among current staffing.  There are no other provisions in this rulemaking that will have a significant impact on the duties and responsibilities of VA’s Office of National Veterans Sports Programs and Special Events program.  There would be no increased FTE, no infrastructure or systems changes, and no significant change in IT costs.  

Estimated Impact:  This rulemaking is updating VA regulations consistent with current law, VA policies and procedures.  The appropriations for this rulemaking are included in VA’s baseline budget and there are no new significant costs to VA as a result of this rulemaking.  

Submitted by:  
Michael F. Welch, Program Specialist
Office of National Veterans Sports Programs and Special Events (002C)
Department of Veterans Affairs
Washington DC 20420
January 28, 2014
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