DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

CHARTER OF THE

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON HOMELESS VETERANS

A.  OFFICIAL DESIGNATION: Advisory Committee on Homeless Veterans (ACHV).
B.  OBJECTIVES AND SCOPE OF ACTIVITY: The Advisory Committee on Homeless Veterans will provide advice and make recommendations to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs on the provision of benefits and services to homeless veterans by the Department of Veterans Affairs.

C.  PERIOD OF TIME NECESSARY FOR THE COMMITTEE TO CARRY OUT ITS PURPOSE: The Committee is a continuing body with a termination date of December 31, 2006, unless extended.

D.  OFFICIAL TO WHOM THE COMMITTEE REPORTS: The Committee reports to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

E.  AGENCY RESPONSIBLE FOR PROVIDING THE NECESSARY SUPPORT TO THE COMMITTEE: Support services will be provided by the Office of Homeless Veterans Programs, Office of Public and Intergovernmental Affairs.  The Director of the Homeless Veterans Program Office will serve as the Designated Federal Officer for the Committee.  

F. DUTIES FOR WHICH THE COMMITTEE IS RESPONSIBLE: In providing advice to the Secretary and making recommendations on improved services for homeless veterans, the Committee shall:

· Review information relating to the needs of homeless veterans

· Assess the effectiveness of VA policies, organizational structures, and services in assisting homeless veterans

· Provide advice on the most appropriate means of assisting homeless veterans

· Identify cross-cutting issues to enhance the coordination of all VA services designed to address the special needs of homeless veterans

· Identify gaps in programs serving homeless veterans and provide recommendations to address those gaps

· Identify gaps in information systems on homeless veterans and recommend improvements in data collection
· Identify barriers to effective coordination between VA, other federal agencies, and state and local agencies addressing homeless populations  

· Identify opportunities for increased liaison between VA and private organizations and groups providing services to homeless populations

· With appropriate VA officials, participate with the U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness
· Recommend appropriate VA funding levels for specialized programs for homeless veterans

· Recommend placement options for homeless veterans who may not be appropriate candidates for vocational rehabilitation or independent living

The Committee may establish subcommittees to examine particular aspects of VA programs that provide specialized services for homeless veterans.  Such subcommittees shall operate within specific parameters consistent with the Charter.  The Designated Federal Officer will be provided information on each subcommittee’s membership (including chair), function, and estimated duration.   
Not later than March 31 of each year, the Committee shall submit to the Secretary a report on VA programs and activities designed to assist homeless veterans.  The report shall include an assessment of the needs of homeless veterans, a review of relevant VA programs and activities, a review of the Committee’s activities, and recommendations (for both administrative and legislative action) to improve those VA programs and activities.  The Committee may also submit to the Secretary other reports and recommendations as the Committee considers appropriate.  It may also engage the services of government experts or contracts for non-governmental consultants who may provide analyses, reports or other materials for the Committee’s consideration.  In order to avoid duplication of effort, the Committee is encouraged to review deliberations of other entities including the U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness.  The Committee may incorporate or otherwise use the results of deliberations of such entities.

The Committee shall consist of not more than 15 members and shall include experts in the treatment of mental illness, substance use, housing alternatives, vocational rehabilitation, representatives from community service providers with qualifications and competence to deal effectively with care and treatment services for homeless veterans, veterans service organizations, advocates of homeless veterans and other homeless individuals, previously homeless veterans, and state veterans affairs officials.  Ex Officio members will include the following or their representative: Secretary of Labor, Secretary of Defense, Secretary of Health and Human Services, and Secretary of Housing and Urban Development.  At least one member shall be a veteran who has actively participated in a comprehensive homeless services program.  The Secretary may appoint members for terms of service not to exceed three years and may reappoint any member for additional terms of service.  

G.  ESTIMATED ANNUAL OPERATING COSTS IN DOLLARS AND STAFF-YEARS: The estimated annual cost for operating the Committee is $175,000 and one staff year.  Members shall serve without pay.  Members may receive travel expenses, including per diem, in lieu of subsistence for travel in connection with their duties as members of the Committee.

H.  ESTIMATED NUMBER AND FREQUENCY OF MEETINGS: Meetings of the Committee shall occur up to four times annually, but not less than twice annually, at the call of the Chair.  Meetings of any subcommittee(s) shall be convened as necessary.  A federal government official shall be present at all meetings.

I.   COMMITTEE TERMINATION DATE: Authorized through December 31, 2006, unless otherwise extended.

J.  DATE CHARTER FILED:

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Approved:  Signed by Anthony J. Principi

Date:    3/1/2004
        Secretary of Veterans Affairs 







