DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

CHARTER OF THE

PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATION AND LICENSURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

A. OFFICIAL DESIGNATION: Professional Certification and Licensure Advisory Committee.

B. OBJECTIVES AND SCOPE OF ACTIVITY: To furnish advice and consultation to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs with respect to the requirements of organizations or entities offering licensing and certification tests to individuals for which payment for such tests may be made under chapter 30, 32, 34, or 35 of  Title 38, United States Code.

C. PERIOD OF TIME NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT ITS PURPOSE(S): The Committee is created by statute, 38 U.S.C. 3689(e), the provisions of which provide for a termination date of December 31, 2006.

D. OFFICIAL TO WHOM THE COMMITTEE REPORTS: The Committee reports to The Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

E. OFFICE RESPONSIBLE FOR PROVIDING THE NECESSARY SUPPORT TO THE COMMITTEE: The Veterans Benefits Administration is responsible for providing support to the Committee.

F. DUTIES FOR WHICH THE COMMITTEE IS RESPONSIBLE: The Committee evaluates VA’s implementation of licensing and certification test provisions contained in 38 USC and recommends administrative and/or legislative changes to improve that program.  The Committee also monitors the nationwide consistency of the licensure and certification test approval process. 

G. ESTIMATED ANNUAL OPERATING COSTS IN DOLLARS AND STAFF-YEARS: The annual operating costs for the Committee are $30,000 and .3 staff-years.  All members will receive travel expenses and a per diem allowance in accordance with the Federal Travel Regulations for any travel made in connection with their duties as members of the Committee.

H. ESTIMATED NUMBER AND FREQUENCY OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 
The Committee will meet three times per fiscal year. 

I. COMMITTEE TERMINATION DATE: December 31, 2006.

J. DATE CHARTER IS FILED:
Approved: Signed by Anthony J. Principi

     Date:  3/18/03

       Secretary of Veterans Affairs

