DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

CHARTER OF THE

SPECIAL MEDICAL ADVISORY GROUP

A.  OFFICIAL DESIGNATION:  Special Medical Advisory Group.

B.   OBJECTIVES AND SCOPE OF ACTIVITY: The Special Medical Advisory Group

advises the Secretary and the Under Secretary for Health on the care and treatment of enrolled veterans and other matters pertinent to the operations of the Veterans Health Administration.

C.  PERIOD OF TIME NECESSARY FOR THE COMMITTEE TO CARRY OUT ITS
PURPOSES:  Established as a continuing panel in accordance with Section 7312, 38 United States Code, the Group has no termination date.  

D.  OFFICIAL TO WHOM THE COMMITTEE REPORTS: The Special Medical

Advisory Group reports to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, through the

Under Secretary for Health, and to the Under Secretary for Health directly.

E.  AGENCY RESPONSIBLE FOR PROVIDING THE NECESSARY SUPPORT TO THE COMMITTEE: The Veterans Health Administration, Department of Veterans

Affairs, is responsible for providing support to the Special Medical Advisory Group.

F.  DUTIES FOR WHICH THE COMMITTEE IS RESPONSIBLE:  The Special Medical Advisory Group provides advice and consultation to the Secretary and the Under Secretary for Health on various matters relating to health care delivery within the Veterans Health Administration, including education and training of health care professionals, research, and VA’s role in support of DoD and Homeland Security missions.  The Special Medical Advisory Group also carries out statutorily mandated functions concerning the development of regulations and the implementation of certain programs.  Membership of the Special Medical Advisory Group shall include a disabled veteran and members of the medical and allied health professions.

Not later than February 1 of each year, the Group shall submit to the Secretary and Congress a report on its activities during the preceding fiscal year.  Pursuant to Public Law 106-419, no report shall be required after December 31, 2004.  

G.  ESTIMATED ANNUAL OPERATING COSTS IN DOLLARS AND STAFF YEARS:  Annual operating costs for the Special Medical Advisory Group are $117, 700; and estimated one-half staff years.  All members will receive travel expenses and a per diem allowance in accordance with the Federal Travel Regulations for any travel made in connection with their duties as members of the Group.

H.  ESTIMATED NUMBER AND FREQUENCY OF MEETINGS:  The Group will meet not more than twice yearly.  In addition, individual members, task forces, and subcommittees may be called upon periodically for particular advisory services or consultation.

I.  COMMITTEE TERMINATION DATE:  Authorized by law for an indefinite period, the Group has no termination date.

J.  DATE CHARTER IS FILED:  
Approved:  Signed by Anthony J. Principi

Date February 23, 2004
                  Secretary of Veterans Affairs







