DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS


CHARTER OF THE 


ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON STRUCTURAL SAFETY OF DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS FACILITIES








A.	OFFICIAL Designation:  Advisory Committee on Structural Safety of Department of Veterans Affairs Facilities.





B.	OBjectives and Scope of Activities:  The Committee will provide advice to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs on all matters of structural safety in the construction and remodeling of Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) facilities and will recommend standards for use by VA in the construction and alteration of facilities as prescribed under Section 8105 of Title 38, United States Code.





C.	Period of Time Necessary for THE Committee to Carry Out Its Purpose(s):  The Committee is a continuing one.  Its services will be necessary during the duration of VA’s programs to build, remodel or inspect facilities over which VA has direct jurisdiction or for which it contracts.





D.	Official to Whom the Committee Reports:  The Committee reports to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs.





E.	OFFICE Responsible for Providing the Necessary Support to the Committee: The Veterans Health Administration (VHA) is responsible for providing support to the Committee.  The Office of Facilities Management within VHA provides administrative and logistical support for all Committee activities. 





F.	DUTIES OF THE COMMITTEE:  The Committee reviews appropriate state and local laws, ordinances, building codes, climatic and seismic conditions, relevant existing information, and current research and recommends changes to the current Department of Veterans Affairs standards for structural safety, on a state or regional basis.  The Committee, when appropriate, recommends the engagement of the services of other experts or consultants to assist in preparing reports on present knowledge in specific technical areas.  The Committee reviews questions regarding the application of codes and standards and makes recommendations regarding new and existing facilities when requested to do so by the Department of Veterans Affairs.





As required by statute, membership includes at least one architect and one structural engineer who are experts in structural resistance to fire, earthquake, and other natural disasters and who are not employees of the Federal Government.  Ex officio members include the Under Secretary for Health (or designee) and the Chief Facilities Management Officer.


    


�
G.	Estimated Annual Operating Costs in Dollars and Staff-Years:  VA financial support for the work of the Committee is estimated at $40,000 per year and about 0.2 staff-years.  All members will receive travel expenses and a per diem allowance in accordance with the Federal Travel Regulations for any travel made in connection with their duties as members of the Committee.  


 


H.	Estimated Number and Frequency of Committee Meetings:  The Committee meets as necessary to perform its functions, but not less than once a year.





I.	Committee Termination Date:  None.





J.	Date Charter Filed:











Approved:	Signed by Anthony J. Principi			Date:	4/13/2004


Secretary of Veterans Affairs








