CHARTER OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

VOLUNTARY SERVICE (VAVS) NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

A.  Official Designation:  Department of Veterans Affairs Voluntary Service (VAVS) National Advisory Committee

B.  Objectives and Scope of activity:  To provide advice to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, through the Under Secretary for Health, on the coordination and promotion of volunteer activities within VA health care facilities, and on other matters relating to volunteerism.

C.  Period of Time Necessary for the Committee to Carry Out Its Purpose(s):  Since voluntary services meet an ongoing demand at VA health care facilities, this Committee’s advice will be needed for the foreseeable future.  

D.  Official to Whom the Committee Reports:  The Committee reports to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs through the Under Secretary for Health.

E.  OFFICE ResponsiblE for PROVIDING THE NECESSARY Support TO the Committee:  Veterans Health Administration, through the offices of the Chief Communications Officer and the Voluntary Service Office.

F.  Duties for Which THE Committee is Responsible:  The Committee serves in an advisory capacity by making recommendations to the Under Secretary for Health for the improvement of voluntary services to veteran-patients by means of coordination on a national level of the established plans and policies for community volunteer participation.

With the exception of the Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson, all members of the Committee are named by the national organizations represented.  Those members are designated either VAVS National Representative or VAVS Deputy National Representative.  Organizational membership on the Committee includes four categories: Service (voting); Associate Service; Donor; and Associate Donor.

G.  Estimated Annual Operating Costs in Dollars and STAFF-Years:  VA financial support for the work of the Committee is estimated at $139,000 per year, which includes two staff years.  

H.  Estimated Number and Frequency of Committee Meetings:  Committee meetings are held annually, and subcommittees meet on an as needed basis.

I.  Committee's Termination Date:  None

J.  Date Charter Is Filed:  

Approved:  Signed by Anthony J. Principi          Date:  3/13/03

                  Secretary of Veterans Affairs

