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Isabel Hicks called the meeting to order at 8:17 a.m., June 26, 2006. Ms. Hicks
welcomed all the committee members and guests.

Ms. Hicks reminded all committee members who were charged for cancellation of
hotel or airline reservations to attend the April meeting, which was canceled at
the last minute, that reimbursement will be authorized for the fees incurred. She
also informed the committee that the minutes of the December 2005 meeting is
not ready because the transcript has not been received from the court reporting
company from Tampa.

Ms. Hicks turned the floor to Ms. Stremlow and Dr. Royal, for the introduction of
the new committee member. Ms. Stremlow introduced the new public member,
Ms. Shannon Middleton and handed her the certificate of appointment which was
signed by Secretary James Nicholson.

As suggested by Ms. Stremlow, all committee members and guests in
attendance introduced themselves. Dr. Royal stated that Dr. Amir Soas, who is
the 6™ member of the Scientific Subcommittee, will not be attending the meeting.

Dr. Royal started by addressing the agenda to be discussed in the meeting: (1)
future meeting dates, (2) BEIR VII Report purchase, and (3) the selection of a
speaker to represent the committee at the National Association of Atomic
Veterans on September 25, 2006 in St. Louis, MO. In addition, Dr. Neil Otchin
was supposed to present medical opinion on radiation. Dr. Royal asked if Dr.
Otchin can do his presentation after Drs. Oleinick and Stevenson arrive. Their
flights were delayed due to inclement weather in the DC area. Dr. Otchin agreed
to come back in the afternoon.

It was also brought up by Dr. Royal that the Veterans Advisory Board on Dose
Reconstruction (VBDR) is asking the committee’s opinion regarding the addition
of skin and prostate cancer to the presumptive list based on exposure to
radiation. It was noted that the VBDR is running under the umbrella of the
National Council on Radiation Protection and Measurements (NCRP).

The committee decided to start reviewing the articles while waiting for Drs.
Oleinick and Stevenson, and later in the afternoon, Dr. Otchin agreed to come
back and make his presentation.

The scientific committee members who were present in the morning session,
(Drs. Royal, Epp and Colton) started the review of articles assigned to them.
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After Drs. Stevenson and Oleinick arrived later in the afternoon, Dr. Otchin from
the Office of Public Health and Environmental Hazards began his presentation on
radiation medical opinions. He mentioned that his office stopped using screening
doses from the Committee on Interagency Radiation Research and Policy
Coordination (CIRRPC) since April 2005. They are now using the National
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) version of the Interactive
RadioEpidemiological Program (IREP), computer software, when applicable for
most radiation medical opinions. He further explained that for claims involving
multiple malignancies and/or other disorders, each disease has been considered
individually. When multiple cancer models were used in accordance with the
NIOSH IREP guidance, such as when the primary site of the cancer was
unknown, the specific pathology of the veteran’s neoplasm has been considered
to determine which probability of causation values were relevant.

Dr. Otchin discussed that his office has been working with the Defense Threat
Reduction Agency (DTRA) to make it easier for veterans to establish eligibility for
ionizing radiation registry (IRR) examinations and priority Group 6 for enroliment
for VA health care. A new VA directive will clarify that atomic veterans and those
who participated in another “radiation risk activities” as defined by the VA may
self-certify their participation in order to be eligible for the IRR examinations. He
further stated that the VA’'s Health Eligibility Center and the DTRA will work
closely together to verify that atomic veterans who participated in the occupation
of Hiroshima and/or Nagasaki, Japan, or an atmospheric nuclear weapons test,
are eligible for free, no-copay, medical care for any condition recognized by the
VA as possibly due to radiation exposure, including all cancers.

The floor was opened for questions pertaining to Dr. Otchin’s presentation.
Members of the committee and guests participated in the discussion.

The rest of the afternoon was dedicated to reviewing the scientific publications.
The meeting adjourned at 4:29 pm.
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July 27, 2006

The meeting reconvened at 8:41 a.m. with Dr. Royal requesting that all the
members and guests introduce themselves because there were new people in
attendance.

Mr. Jonathan Gurland, attorney, from the Office of the General Counsel was
introduced as the first speaker. He talked about the ethics rule applying to
special government employees, such as the members of the advisory committee.
He focused on the statutes and the ethical standards. Mainly he emphasized
that the main provision prohibits employees from participating personally and
substantially in any particular matter that affects employees’ financial interests.

The second speaker, Lt Col Mark Wrobel talked primarily about the Air Force
occupational radiation exposure program, and also made a presentation on the
Army and the Navy’s radiation exposure program in comparison with the Air
Force. Dr. Paul Blake, from the Defense Threat Reduction Agency, made
additional statements regarding the Navy’s occupational radiation exposure
program.

The third speaker, Dr. Isaf Al-Nabulsi, the program administrator for the Veterans
Advisory Board on Dose Reconstruction (VBDR), made a slide presentation on
her point paper regarding VBDR’s activities. She indicated that VBDR was
established after publication of the National Research Council report on a review
of the dose reconstruction program of the Defense Threat Reduction Agency. It
was determined that there was a need for an advisory board that will provide
suggestion for improvements in dose reconstruction and the claim adjudication
procedures. As mandated by Public Law 108-183, Veterans Benefits Act of
2003, the advisory board was formed.

VBDR made recommendations for VA to recognize and automatically place all
validated radiation issues into the lonizing Radiation Registry, and recommended
to award service connection retroactively to the date of the initial claim for all
current and future radiation risk activity conditions held to be presumptively
service-connected under 38 CFR 3.309, which previously required radiation dose
assessment under 38 CFR 3.311.

Dr. Al-Nabulsi continued with VBDR recommendation that the VA should improve
interaction and communication with atomic veterans, more effective approaches
should be established to communicate the meaning of information on radiation
risk to the veterans, and in general information should be communicated to the
veterans who file claims regarding the significance of their doses in relation to
their diseases.
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The floor was opened for questions and answers after each presentation. Dr.
Royal asked Ms. Isabel Hicks if the committee has copies of previous letters of
recommendation to the Secretary to be used as a guide in developing
recommendation for skin and prostate cancer as presumptive condition. Ms.
Hicks replied that she will try to find copies of the letters.

After the speakers made their presentations, the committee members continued
to review the remaining scientific publications. When the last article was
discussed, Dr. Royal stated that Dr. Comley would like to address the committee.

Dr. Comley distributed flyers with announcement regarding a conference which is
the 2" International Conference on Biodosimetry and the 7™ International
Symposium on ESR Dosimetry and Applications, to be held in July at the
Uniformed Services University of Health Sciences at Bethesda, MD. She noted
the purpose of the conference will be focused on passing dosimetry systems that
provide dose information following some form of quantitative measurement.

Dr. Royal brought up the invitation made by the National Association of Atomic
Veterans for a representative from this advisory committee to make a
presentation. Dr. Royal stated that since he is from St. Louis, where the meeting
will take place, then he would most likely make the presentation.

Dr. Royal informed the committee members that the next meeting will either be
late in October or early November. The members will e-mail one another and the
decision will be made as to the best dates for everyone to hold the next meeting.
It was decided that the next meeting will be held in Washington, DC.

The meeting adjourned at 1:02 pm.

A list of the papers reviewed, in the order of review, may be found in the
attachment to these minutes.
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