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Advisory Committee of Former Prisoners of War

Minutes of the Meeting- April 28 –30, 2003


Department of Veterans Affairs

FPOW Advisory Committee 

Minutes of the Meeting

April 28 –30, 2003

Present:  

Thomas M. McNish, M.D. (Chair)

Giles R. Norrington

Charles A. Stenger, Ph., D.

Michael R. Ambrose, M.D.

Adolfo Correa, M.D., Ph.D.

Lt. Col. Rhonda L.S. Cornum, Ph.D., M.D.

Kenneth W. Cordier

Robert W. Fletcher

Clarence E. Derrington

Fernando A. Tellez, M.D.

Henry J. Wilayto

Paul E. Galanti

Ralph Levenberg

Walter Cox, Ed. D.

Laurent S. Lehmann, M.D.

Gailand T. Smith, Committee Manager and Designated Federal Officer (in training)

Dennis Rhoades, Committee Manager and Designated Federal Officer

Monday, April 28, 2003

The meeting was held in Room 930, at the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Central Office, 810 Vermont Avenue, Washington, DC 20420.

Dr. McNish called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m., April 28, 2003.  

Dennis Rhoades introduced Gailand Smith as his successor to the Former Prisoners of War Advisory Committee. 

Dr. McNish opened the presentation having the Committee members introduce themselves and their spouses. 

The Committee voiced their concerns about receiving the VA responses to the Committees recommendations before the next meeting. 

Committee members inquired about obtaining access to Government contractor Travel Agents to possibly lower airfares.  (Will suggest members book flights earlier to receive lower rates).

Phil Riggin, Special Assistant Advisory Committee, gave an overview of the Federal Advisory Committees history. 

Paul Galanti suggested VHA format a computer based, interactive, algorithm driven assessment process for VA clinicians.  In conjunction with this program, we support the development of a computer based, interactive instrument to assist the former POW in documenting his/her experiences.  This should include all relevant military, medical and personal historical information.  This will facilitate the development and adjudication of claims.

Dr. McNish recessed at 12:00 noon for lunch 

The meeting reconvened at 1:30 p.m. on April 28, 2003, in Omar Bradley Conference Room.

Secretary of Veterans Affairs Principi presented Ralph Levenberg and Dennis Rhoades with Certificates of Appreciation.  The Secretary also presented appointment certificates to new appointees Henry Wilayto and Paul Galanti.

Secretary Principi announced cirrhosis has been added as a presumptive condition for FPOW’s.  Cardiovascular disease is still under consideration.  The Secretary also announced that VA is including in its legislative package a proposal to abolish the 30 day captivity requirement for POW presumptive conditions and the 90 day requirement for dental care.

Secretary Principi stated VBA is forming ten to twelve Special Care and Benefits Teams Tiger Teams to process FPOW claims (locations not determined).

Secretary Principi stated he strongly supports including all POW related medical conditions as qualifying for the DOD’s Combat Related Special Compensation program.  The Secretary also supports consideration of Cardiovascular Disease as a potential presumptive condition for former POW’s, as well as, to continue the POW Education Seminars indefinitely.

Ron Henke, Director C&P Service informed the Committee of two outreach initiatives for Former Prisoners of War (FPOW), which targeted both FPOWs not receiving compensation and those receiving compensation, but rated 50% or less for service-connected disabilities.  Mr. Henke stated through research we have obtained a list of the addresses of about 4600 former POW’s whom we believe are still living and who, according to our records, are not receiving service-connected compensation.  Mr. Henke also stated we are also contacting those FPOW’s we are receiving compensation, but who are rated 50% or less,  The communication is to inform the FPOW’s that the law has changed a great deal in their favor.

Mr. Henke acknowledged the original count of 14,039 reported in November 2002, was an error.  An additional 9,527 FPOW’s were found in receipt of compensation that were not properly identified in our Master Record, bringing the total to 23,006 as of March 2003.

Mr. Henke spoke on Operation Iraqi Freedom trying to keep ahead of any problems.  Looking at possible diseases and injuries to come out of Iraqi Freedom.  VA is trying to anticipate discharges, stop losses, and one exam concept. Placing VA employees on ships for TAP and contract examinations.

The meeting adjourned at 4:00pm.

Tuesday, April 29, 2003

The meeting was held in Room 230, at the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Central Office, 810 Vermont Avenue, Washington, DC 20420.

Dr. McNish called the meeting to order at 9:00, April 29, 2003.  

Dr. Ambrose stated the need for training of DOD and VA physicians. 

Dr.  Ambrose presented videos and documentation to suggest that FPOW’s in Vietnam did not have to be in below freezing weather to develop cold injuries.  The documents suggest that prisoners that received repetitive exposure in non-freezing conditions can also receive such injuries.  Committee members requested that Vietnam FPOW’s not be denied for presumptive service-connection for cold injuries.

The Committee applauded VA leadership’s accomplishments since the October meeting.  The three most notable were:  

· The legislative recommendation to eliminate the 30-day present statutory requirement to qualify for benefits as a former POW.

· The Undersecretary of Health’s new national education priority to develop a program to certify C&P physicians to perform POW protocol examinations.

· Establishment of cirrhosis of the liver as a new POW presumptive.

Dr. McNish requested copies of the RO reports due from the Outreach Project in July 2003.

Committee members are interested in finding a contact within Department of Defense (DOD) to invite to the Advisory Committee meetings.  Prior invitations have yielded no involvement from the DOD. 

Ralph Levenberg requested that VHA allow FPOWs to use fee-basis when VA facilities are over 60 miles from residence.

Dr. Larry Lehmann suggested physician’s performance measurements include requirements to attend training course on FPOW.  Office of Academic Affiliation should be involved in ensuring training can be provided.  

A Blue Ribbon Panel charter to include VA, VHA and General Counsel is being established to research and recommend presumptive conditions for FPOW’s.

Committee members suggest Coach or VSCM review all denial claims on FPOWs.

Jack Ross, Director Cleveland VARO, provided statistics to the Committee members on FPOWs claims processed by the Tiger Team.  The Tiger Team has 68 staff members, five of whom are FPOW raters.  Mr. Ross stated that the Tiger Team has processed only 180 FPOW claims out of 85,000 claims the team has processed thus far.  This is fewer than 10 a month.  The bulk of these FPOW claims came from large ROs.   The grant rate is 70%, including issues separate and apart from the POW experience.

Mr. Ross ensured Committee that he will personally check all denied claims before releasing to veterans.

Dr. McNish recessed at 12:00 noon for lunch 

The meeting reconvened at 1:15 p.m. on April 29, 2003, in Room 230.

Dr. Walter Cox, the Committee’s Educational Consultant from VA’s Employee Education Service,  spoke on presentation of VISN 11 FPOW training in June, to include employees from 8 hospitals and 4 ROs.

Under Secretary for Health, Dr. Robert Roswell, recommended 30 day statutory requirement for POW presumptives be removed.

Dr. Roswell stated VHA’s Employee Educational System has identified new educational priority on certifying C&P physicians.  Also providing $500 monetary incentive awards for each C&P physician who completes the course.

Dr. James F. Burris, Chief Consultant Geriatrics and Extended Care was the Committee’s next speaker.  He stated that the veterans population is 20 years older than the national population. Older veterans are also poorer and sicker than the population at large.  Dr. Burris was asked by the Committee members to consider ensuring priority nursing home placement for FPOW’s removed from secured placement, while hospitalized longer than 90 hrs. (days?)

Dr. James F. Burris spoke on the transformation of VA as it pertains to the elderly.  VA is transforming from hospital system to healthcare system.  

VA has three tier nursing home programs:

1) VAMC based nursing homes (basically rehab)-130,

2) Contract nursing home programs - 2500 and 

3) State veterans homes - 47


4) Some assisted living: DOMS – 43 and State DOMS – 51

The meeting adjourned at 4:30pm.

Wednesday, April 30, 2003

The meeting was held in Room C7A, at the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Central Office, 810 Vermont Avenue, Washington, DC 20420.

Dr. McNish called the meeting to order at 9:00, April 30, 2003.  

Committee members recommend all denied FPOW’s claims be reviewed by Coach or designee being sending to veteran.

Committee members decided fall meeting will be held at the Greater Los Angeles Healthcare System, from October 6, 2003 through October 8, 2003.

Committee members Medical and Administrative working groups breakout to complete interim report for final report.

Dr. McNish recessed at 12:00noon for lunch 

The meeting reconvened at 1:15 p.m. on April 30, 2003, in Room C7A.

Medical and Administrative Working groups discussed reports.

The meeting adjourned at 4:00 pm.

