THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON

March 12, 2007

Mr. Jerry L. Laws

Chairman

Advisory Committee on Cemeteries
and Memorials

12601 Baylor Peak Road

Las Cruces, NM 88011

Dear Mr. Chairman:
Thank you for the recommendations from the Advisory Committee on Cemeteries
and Memorials’ November 2006 meeting held in Washington, DC. | appreciate the work

that the Committee has done to assist the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
regarding its memorial affairs program.

Enclosed is VA's response to the Committee’s recommendations.

Sincerely yours,

R. James Nitholson

Enclosure



DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS REPONSE TO THE
NOVEMBER 8-9, 2006
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON CEMETERIES AND MEMORIALS

Recommendation 1: Acknowledge the Committee's support of the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) "Veterans Pride Initiative,” in which veterans are encouraged to
wear their military medals on Veterans Day, Memorial Day, and other national holidays.

VA Response: The Department appreciates the Committee’s support. Endorsement
by Committee members and other influential citizens will be needed to help build
recognition, support, and participation in this initiative.

Recommendation 2: Explore the possibilities of providing the Intranet BIRLS/BDN
Access (IBBA) system to the Department of the Interior, National Park Service national
cemeteries, Anderson National Historic Site, and Andrew Johnson National Historic Site
to enhance burial eligibility verification.

VA Response: The matter was researched and the initiative declined. Governance for
access to BIRLS is covered in 38 CFR 14.640-14.643, the Freedom of Information Act
and the Privacy Act. In 1998, the issue was raised, researched, and declined with
respect to access by State veterans cemeteries. After consultation, the restrictions that
prohibit granting access to NPS entities continue to apply. The Department
recommends that NPS cemeteries establish relationships with their nearest VA national
cemetery for assistance with eligibility determinations.

Recommendation 3: Commend the efforts of the American Battle Monuments
Commission, National Park Service, and the National Cemetery Administration’s staff
for their informative presentations on their programs at this meeting.

VA Response: Meeting agenda elements are intended to help equip members with
up-to-date information, so that they may best provide advice in keeping with the
Committee’s mission. Briefings by two of our ex-officio members and the Maryland
Department of Veterans Affairs were intended to advance this purpose.

Recommendation 4: Commend Advisory Committee member, Benedict Spadaro, for
his work with the Gold Star Mothers (GSM) to change the GSM's eligibility requirements
to allow non-U.S. citizen mothers to join the GSM if their child, who was a member of
the U.S. Armed Forces, should die on active duty.

VA Response: Individual veterans service organizations must make their own
decisions regarding membership eligibility. The Department commends

Benedict Spadaro on his continued efforts to seek ways to more effectively honor our
veterans and their families.



