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VA Gives 100th Birthday Party for Oldest Volunteer
ATLANTA, GA – The Atlanta VA Medical Center will throw a birthday party for its oldest volunteer, Ginger Goldhammer, who turned 100 earlier this month. The festivities will be held in the medical center’s chapel at 10 a.m., Tuesday, June 27, 2006.
Ms. Goldhammer has volunteered at the Atlanta VA for more than 35 years and has accumulated nearly 38,000 volunteer hours.

“My life belongs to volunteering,” she said. “I wish I could do more.” 
Twice a week, a driver from Ms. Goldhammer’s senior living facility brings her to the medical center where she makes copies and folds letters in the administrative suite of the operating room.

“She is such a gem,” said Brenda Pennington, Atlanta VA chief of Voluntary Service. “Ginger is a wonderful volunteer, and she’s so dedicated – even at the age of 100!”

Hungarian-born Goldhammer, whose late husband was a concentration camp survivor, moved to the United States in 1947 after having lived in China for seven years. To this day, Ms. Goldhammer is still humbled to live in this country.

“You just cannot describe that happiness when you know you are in America,” she said. “Every evening when I go to bed, I ask God to bless America.”

According to Ms. Goldhammer, volunteering at the VA is her small way of giving something back to veterans.
“God bless the VA hospital,” she said. “It’s my sanity because I’m allowed to work there, and I feel good about what I do.”

For more information about volunteer opportunities at the Atlanta VA Medical Center, please call Voluntary Service at (404) 728-7728.
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