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VA Hosts Diamond Jubilee and Veterans Day Celebration Nov. 8

ATLANTA – On November 8 at 11 a.m., the Atlanta VA Medical Center will host a One-VA 75th Anniversary and Veterans Day Celebration in the medical center’s Pete Wheeler Auditorium, located on the ground floor at 1670 Clairmont Road; Decatur, GA.

The celebration will be held in conjunction with the Atlanta VA Regional Office and Atlanta VA Memorial Service Network. Commissioner Pete Wheeler of the Georgia Department of Veterans Service will be the keynote speaker.

“On our 75th anniversary, we pledge our unwavering commitment to serve America’s heroes, the men and women who protected us from tyranny, and secured the way of life we enjoy today,” said Thomas Cappello, director of the Atlanta VA Medical Center.

Today, the Department of Veterans Affairs is the federal government’s second-largest Cabinet department, responsible for a nationwide system of health-care services, benefits programs, and national cemeteries for America’s veterans and dependents.  With a budget of more than $69 billion for fiscal year 2005, VA employs approximately 230,000 people at hundreds of VA medical centers, clinics, nursing homes, benefits offices, and national cemeteries throughout the country.

Locally, the Atlanta VA Medical Center employs more than 2,000 people and treats approximately 60,000 patients each year.
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