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Atlanta VA to Receive Blue Star Memorial Marker; 

Lt. Gen. Russel Honoré Featured Ceremony Speaker
ATLANTA, GA – The DeKalb Federation of Garden Clubs will present a Blue Star Memorial Marker to the Atlanta VA Medical Center at 2 p.m. Friday, November 3, 2006. This pre-Veterans Day ceremony is free and open to the public, and will take place on the grounds of the Atlanta VA facility (1670 Clairmont Road, Decatur, GA 30033).

“We thought the VA would be the most appropriate place for a Blue Star Marker. In fact, I wish we could have done it a long time ago,” said Jean Smith, president of the DeKalb Federation of Garden Clubs.

The Blue Star Memorial Marker Program was adopted in 1946 by National Garden Clubs, Inc. to honor the men and women who served in World War II. This program was the first nationwide beautification program initiated by National Garden Clubs. Highways were dedicated as Blue Star Memorial Highways, with a marker surrounded by gardens along thousands of miles throughout the United States. The Blue Star program was later expanded to pay tribute to "all who have served, are serving and will serve." Today, memorial signs are placed at veterans’ facilities, national cemeteries, parks and other civic locations.

“We are delighted that the DeKalb Federation of Garden Clubs chose our facility for the placement of a Blue Star Memorial Marker,” said Atlanta VA Medical Center Acting Director James Clark. “The marker represents the selfless sacrifices that veterans have made throughout the years in addition to the sacrifices that current service members continue to make on behalf of this country.”

The featured speaker for the Atlanta VA ceremony will be Lt. Gen. Russel Honoré, Commander, First Army, headquartered at Fort Gillem, GA. Lt. Gen. Honoré is responsible for the training, readiness oversight and mobilization of National Guard and Reserve units in the Continental United States and two U.S. territories. Recently, he also served as Commander for Joint Task Force – Katrina, leading the Department of Defense response to Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana.  
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