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Veterans Affairs to conduct simulated radiological mass casualty exercise in Cobb County
ALANTA, Ga. — A simulated radiological exercise, conducted by the Veterans Health Administration (VHA) Emergency Management Strategic Healthcare Group (EMSHG), in cooperation with state and county partners, is scheduled to take place in Jim Miller Park in Marietta, GA, May 12‑15 2008.  The exercise will test the ability of local authorities to respond to an area‑wide emergency radiological situation and the federal support and integration that would follow.
Several VHA assets such as the Medical Emergency Radiological Response Team (MERRT), Emergency Medical Response Teams (EMRTs), and Emergency Pharmacy Services and other personnel and organizations will participate.  These federal units and agencies will then interface with state and local partners such as Cobb County Emergency Management, public health, radiation safety, and many other state and county agencies for the exercise called RADEX 08.  The purpose of the exercise is to ensure that local authorities and agencies are well prepared should a real radiological incident occur and that federal agencies can integrate and provide the support necessary to provide an efficient and effective response.
Paul J. Brannigan, Atlanta VA Area Emergency Manager says the exercise will provide valuable training and evaluation opportunities for VHA's incident management system and deployable resources and for local community and State response organizations.
"We all have a significant role to play in the event of a radiological incident and we must be prepared.  RADEX 08 will provide another opportunity to establish mutual understanding and clarity on roles and responsibilities to ensure a coordinated response," Brannigan said.
Pam Blackwell, Director of the Center for Emergency Preparedness and Response for Cobb‑Douglas Public Health, agrees with Mr. Brannigan and states that such cooperation between federal, state, and local agencies is invaluable.  "There is no substitute for the lessons learned and the partnerships that are made during exercises like this.  RADEX gives us a tremendous opportunity to ensure our teams are prepared and our plans are able to provide exactly what will be needed should the need ever arise."

In the event of a real emergency during the exercise, resources will be diverted immediately to respond.
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