Atlanta VA Inpatient Improvements

Page 2



	
	Atlanta VA Medical Center

1670 Clairmont Road

Atlanta, GA 30033


	For more information, contact Candace Hull, 

Public Affairs Officer

(404) 417-5385

	                   Department of

                   Veterans Affairs
	News Release


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

May 19, 2006
VA Makes Dramatic Improvements to Create “Homelike” Inpatient Environment, Added Privacy, and Increased Safety
ATLANTA, GA – In an effort to deliver first-rate care to America’s heroes, the Atlanta VA Medical Center has begun making dramatic improvements to its inpatient environment. A special ribbon-cutting ceremony for the facility’s newly-renovated ninth floor will be held Monday, May 22, 2006 at 10:30 a.m., and is located at 1670 Clairmont Road; Decatur, GA 30033.

The facility’s ninth floor is the first of four medical-surgical inpatient units to be completely renovated to reflect a more homelike environment for veterans and their loved ones. 

“Research has shown that warm, soothing surroundings have therapeutic value, which can sometimes result in faster recoveries,” said Major Construction Project Coordinator Jon Zivony, who also serves as the facility’s Administrative Officer for Nursing and Patient Care Services. 

“We wanted the environment to be just as nice as any private sector hospital, if not better,” Zivony said. “Our veterans deserve nothing less.”

Each of the patient rooms is furnished with oversized sleeper chairs, recliners, and individual flat-screen plasma televisions for each patient. The dayroom is spacious with soft lighting and plush sofas; and the corridors are decorated with elegant artwork and simulated hardwood floors.

But perhaps the most valuable improvements are more functional rather than aesthetic. 

“Two of the main reasons for the improvements have to do with enhanced patient privacy and added patient safety features,” Zivony said, noting that prior to the renovations, some inpatient rooms had as many as four beds. Today, the renovated ninth floor consists of one- and two-person rooms only. 

With regard to patient safety, most of the rooms are now equipped with automated, ceiling-mounted bed lifts, which are also beneficial for staff due to the reduction of potential back injuries often associated with lifting and moving patients. The ninth floor also includes an automated, self-contained bedpan disposal system, which virtually eliminates the possibility of staff exposure to human waste.
 “What we’re able to provide is truly state-of-the-art,” Zivony said. “Our goal was to create a healthcare environment that’s second-to-none, and we’ve achieved that.”
The ninth-floor renovation serves a precursor to a major construction overhaul, which will begin later this year, and will lead to significant improvements of the overall patient environment. Plans include the total renovation of all inpatient floors, which will increase inpatient capacity by 39 beds. In addition, two new passenger elevators will be added to the facility’s main tower, and a pedestrian bridge will be erected to connect the neighboring VA Medical Center and VA Regional Office. The plan, which will take several years to complete, also includes the construction of a new research building, allowing for expansion and centralization of the medical center’s research program. 
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