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 Mr. James Clark


ATLANTA, Ga. —  James A. Clark, MPA, was officially appointed as the new Director of the Atlanta Veterans Affairs Medical Center, Decatur, Georgia on January 6, 2008.
The Atlanta VA Medical Center is a tertiary facility comprised of 173 operating hospital beds and 100 operating nursing home care unit beds.  The Atlanta VAMC includes four Community Based Outpatient Clinics serving the cities of  Smyrna, Lawrenceville, Oakwood, and East Point, in addition to an outpatient clinic in Decatur and an outreach clinic in Rome.  Annually more than 60,000 veterans receive health care at the Atlanta VA Medical Center.  The facility employs more than 2400 employees, and has a total operating budget of over $416 million.
Clark was appointed Associate Director of the Atlanta VA Medical Center in March 2005 and has served as its Acting Director since December 2005.  Clark has been responsible for directing all aspects of the largest, most complex, and most highly‑affiliated (Level 1A) tertiary care facility within the VA Southeast Network (VISN 7), providing the overall leadership, health care delivery, budget and strategic planning for the Atlanta VA Medical Center and its satellite facilities.
Clark previously held appointments as the Associate Director of the Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center in Saginaw, Michigan (1989 ‑ 1991), and the Northport, New York VA Medical Center (1991 ‑ 2005).
An experienced medical technologist, Clark began his career with VA at the VA New York Harbor Healthcare System, and later held medical and senior administrative roles at the VA Western New York Healthcare System in Buffalo. Emphasizing his dedication and commitment to the goals and mission of the Department of Veterans Affairs, Clark participated in the Leadership VA program in 1991 and is a 2004 graduate of the Healthcare Leadership program. 
Mr.Clark is a 1975 graduate of St. John’s University, earning a Bachelor of Science degree in medical technology and is board certified by the College of American Pathologists as a Medical Technologist.  In 1985, Clark earned his Masters Degree in Public Administration with Health Care emphasis from Georgia State University. 

Mr. Clark and his wife Louise have a combined family of four children, Robert Grant Andrews II and his wife Kendall Cusachs Andrews,  James Philip Clark, Andrew Sean Clark, and Kathleen Ann Clark and two grandchildren, Emily Kendall and Avary Camille Andrews.  
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