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Parking plan prepares to shift into high gear

ATLANTA, GA – The Atlanta VAMC continued preparing employees, patients and visitors for changes set to take place early next month by handing out parking-update cards Jul 25.

    The pocket-size cards spell out in detail the upcoming parking changes and should serve as a quick and easy reference for those who drive to the facility.  VA Police Service also announced that employees can now pick up their access cards and vehicle decals in the Badge and ID Office, located on the ground floor in room GA-239 during the hours of 7:30 am – 2:30 pm, Mon-Fri, and in room GA200 (the main Police Office) outside those hours.
    Employees working off-tour schedules can obtain theirs Aug 8 – 4:00 pm to 1:00 am; Aug 15- 12:00 midnight to 9:00 am; Aug 22- 4:00 am to 1:00 pm in room GC302 (new employee orientation room).  
    As  the parking plan takes effect and as VAMC workers go through the natural adjustment period,  VA police officers pledged their support and said that they will available to provide any necessary assistance throughout the transition. 
    Assistant Police Chief Johnnie West stressed that employees who are on vacation or out sick will have other opportunities to pick up access cards and vehicle decals.
     “Right now we’re trying to accommodate as many people as we can as soon as we can,” West said. “But if circumstances require you to pick up the access card and decal at a later date, that’s not a problem.”  West added that employees with questions or 
concerns can call ext 1539(regular duty hour) or ext 7641 (off-tour hours).  
Police Captain Harvey Scott, who along with other police officers passed out the update cards to drivers at the two parking deck entrances, believes in the long run the changes     

will reduce parking frustration at VAMC.
    “Employees and patients both expressed their dissatisfaction   so the parking committee met and came up with a fair and balanced plan.” Scott said.

    Altonia Jolly, a Program Support Assistant in the Trauma Recovery Program agreed. Shortly after reviewing the update card, she voiced her approval.    “I think it’s a tremendous idea because now the only way to get a good parking spot is to come in early.” 

    For Police Chief Jeff Garrett, the idea is to continue educating employees about the changes and he encouraged them to become familiar with the five-point parking update cards.

“First and foremost, employees have to fully understand the rules and guidelines so keeping  them informed is very important,” Garrett explained. 
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