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Peachtree Runner Recovers after Surgery at Atlanta VA
ATLANTA, GA – Andrew Hughes, a 63-year-old Navy veteran from Stockbridge, Georgia, is recovering well after having open heart surgery at the Atlanta VA Medical Center earlier this week. Hughes, who collapsed on July 4th after crossing the finish line at the Peachtree Road Race, underwent quadruple bypass Monday.
“During the race I felt dizzy,” Hughes said. “I remember getting my t-shirt and wanting to sit down near a tree. The next thing I remember, I was in the hospital that afternoon.” 
Hughes had, in essence, died for a couple of minutes. Two unidentified nurses, who had been watching the race, performed cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) on him until the paramedics arrived. Hughes was immediately taken to a local hospital, but was later transferred to the Atlanta VA Medical Center for surgery. 

“He’s lucky to be alive,” said Dr. David Vega, Atlanta VA chief of cardiothoracic surgery and lead surgeon for the Hughes operation. “Not only was the medical attention he received fortuitous, but someone was definitely watching over him.”

According to Dr. Vega, Hughes is recovering well, but will need several months to recuperate completely.

“This is actually my first experience in the hospital,” Hughes said. “Everywhere I’ve been, the people have been excellent – awesome.” 

Hughes, an administrator for a metro-Atlanta trucking company, had participated in the Peachtree Road Race every year since 1990, and hopes to be healthy enough to compete in future races. 

“I’m pretty sure I’ll be able to,” he said. “After all, I have a brand new heart.”
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