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 Thank You for thirty one years of dedicated service


By Laura Larkin 


�


 Vicki Heggen, Quality Management Coordinator,   presents Ms Renee Lawrence with a retirement gift.





     Congratulations to Ms. Renee Lawrence on her accomplished career. Ms. Lawrence dedicated more than 30 years to the Department of Veterans Affairs, most recently as a Quality Management Analyst in the Quality Management Department. Ms. Lawrence’s dedication and devotion to veterans is most heartily commended. Team Atlanta offers our appreciation and wishes her well in all her future endeavors.














VAMC ceremony to pay tribute to POWs/MIAs


�





     The guest speaker for VAMC’s National POW/MIA ceremony this Friday in the Pete Wheeler Auditorium at 10:00 a.m. is a former soldier whom the Pentagon once called the “best-qualified Mideast specialist in the Army.”


Retired U.S. Army Colonel Charles Wesley Scott’s riveting personal account of his 444 days as a hostage of the Iranians is a presentation you don’t want to miss.











 








Markart from page 1


 Ms Markart is a “people” person who believes in going the extra mile to help others. She credits that attitude to her parents who grew up in the depression era and molded their children to be honest, caring, respectful, hard working and to stand up for what is right. The youngest of six siblings, Markart grew up in the Texas panhandle city of Amarillo.  She has worked for the Federal Government for more than 26 years in the administrative field, first with the Internal Revenue Service and then the Department of Veterans Affairs. Markart moved on to the Department of the Air Force before returning to the Department of Veterans Affairs.  Markart has received many awards and honors in recognition of her stellar 








performance in caring for our nation’s military personnel.


Ms. Markart is a recent transfer from the North Florida/South Georgia VHS.  In 1988, she transferred to the Gainesville VAMC.  In 2005 she transferred to the Tallahassee VA Outpatient Clinic so that she could be closer to the “love of her life”- her husband.  They are living transitionally in Atlanta until they can find a permanent location.  Ms. Markart is learning the basics of fresh water fishing and studies at every opportunity.  She also enjoys wood working and has been commissioned for some of her various carvings of animal portraits.  We are very fortunate to have such an employee as Ms. Markart as part of Team Atlanta.











Program support assistant’s quick action prevents tragedy 


   By Robert L. Burton


  


�


 Ms. Debra Markart works as a Program Support Assistant for Biomedical Engineering.  


         


When Mac Bell of Environmental Management came upon Victor Stewart lying in the doorway to the Area Maintenance shop recently, Bell knew something was wrong.  He yelled for help.  Ms. Debra Markart, Program Support Assistant for Biomedical Engineering, responded to his call.  She ran over to Mr. Stewart and checked to see if he was breathing and had a heartbeat.  Markart then ran to the Biomedical Engineering shop and told someone to call an emergency (Code 99) that someone was down with a possible heart attack.  Returning to Mr. Stewart, Markart again checked his airway and pulse, tilting his head back to open his airway. She also shook him to keep him as responsive as possible. A short time later the Emergency Response Team arrived and took over resuscitation efforts.


  


                                                       See Markart on page 2




















News Briefs 





Nursing and Patient Care Services will host the newly revamped Town Hall meeting September 21 in the VAMC Chapel from 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm. All are invited to attend and learn more about all the exciting things taking place in this dynamic service line.





VAMC’s National POW/MIA ceremony will take place September 21 in the Pete Wheeler Auditorium at 10:00 am. The guest speaker is retired Army Colonel Charles Scott, a former hostage in Iran.





National Preparedness Month is a nationwide effort held each September to encourage Americans to take simple steps to prepare for emergencies in their homes, businesses, and schools. National Preparedness Month 2007 is sponsored by the � HYPERLINK "http://www.dhs.gov" \o "http://www.dhs.gov/" \t "_blank" �U.S. Department of Homeland Security�.   Throughout September, Homeland Security will work with a wide variety of organizations, including local, state and federal government agencies and the private sector, to highlight the importance of emergency preparedness and promote individual involvement through events and activities across the nation.





Joint Commission- For patient safety concerns, contact Quality Management at ext 6243; to file a complaint, contact the Office of Inspector General at (800) 488-8244 or VA IG at 53E/P.O. Box 50410 Washington, DC 20091 or contact Joint Commission at (800) 994-6610 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" \o "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" �complaint@jointcommission.org�. No adverse action will be taken against those who report safety or quality of care concerns.


Educational Opportunities - Kaplan & American Intercontinental University will have representatives on site in the atrium on September 25, 2007 from 11:00am-3:00pm.  Stop by to speak with them regarding educational opportunities which may be available and possibilities for financial assistance in upcoming classes.   Contact Mary Kate Hinds @ 678-977-4208 for more information.


UC Davis Health System- physicians, clinicians, nurses and healthcare professionals are invited to attend a CME program on Pain Medications in the Pete Wheeler Auditorium on October 19, 2007 from 12:30 am -5pm.  CME/CEU credits are being awarded to all attendees.  POC is Gloria Barnes-ext 6865 or Beth Holt-ext 7703.











