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Recreation therapist walks to improve Breast Cancer awareness


By Martie Hartley


�


Chauncy Rozier prepares for one of her Breast Cancer Awareness walks.   


When Recreation therapist Chauncy Rozier takes part in the Atlanta  Walk for Breast Cancer Awareness on Sep 29 -30, she’ll join  a worldwide community of thousands of people working together to fight and stop this terrible disease and improve the lives of those suffering with it. 					                 A native of Brunswick, Georgia, Rozier has participated in several of the noncompetitive walks which support the American Cancer Society's unique mission to fight breast cancer on four fronts: research, education, advocacy, and service programs. Last year Rozier walked with a woman who initially decided to walk in support of her mother who was battling breast cancer. The day before the walk, the woman, like her mother, was diagnosed with breast. Rozier said she and the women made a pledge that day to do the annual Breast Cancer walk together.  “The needs are great and the number of lives affected is daunting, but the strength and commitment of the people who are rising to meet the crisis head on are even more amazing,” Rozier said.





Homeless Veterans Program receives CARF accreditation


By Laura Larkin


�


The Homeless Veterans Progam staff.   





    Our Homeless Veterans Program was recently awarded a three-year accreditation by the CARF (Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities). CARF, founded in 1966, is a private, not-for-profit organization that promotes quality rehabilitation services. It does this by establishing standards of quality for organizations to use as guidelines in developing and offering programs or services to consumers. 


    CARF uses the standards to determine how well an organization is serving its consumers and how it can improve. The CARF survey team conducted a comprehensive three day on-site review of the services and programs offered our homeless veterans and determined our program merits their highest level of accreditation. 


    CARF heralds our achievement as an “indication of our dedication and commitment to improving the quality of the lives of the persons served. Services, personnel, and documentation clearly indicate an established pattern of practice excellence.”
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Said one participant, “This has given me a new appreciation for what my patients go through.  It will help me to be more patient and understanding and to focus more on empathy, compassion and sensitivity when providing care.”


 


 








Ms Foote’s presentation sought to address the stigma associated with mental illness and the peculiarity of its symptoms that make it difficult for some healthcare providers to identify and empathize with their mentally ill patients.  


 Judging by the positive feedback from conference participants, Ms Foote accomplished her goal.


 








OATC social worker lauded at National Nurses Conference 


   By Jennifer Casarella


  


�


Ms Jacqueline H. Foote serves as an Opioid Agonist Therapy Clinic social worker.  


         


 Co-workers describe Ms Jacqueline H. Foote, LMSW, as a dedicated professional and a strong advocate for the mentally disabled.


Her peers, gathered from across the country, felt much the same way after participating in a workshop led by Ms Foote at the 35th Annual Conference of the National Black Nurses Association held at a downtown Atlanta hotel recently. 


Ms Foote received rave reviews as the mental health facilitator for the workshop entitled Hearing Voices: A Training and Simulated Experience. 


Those who took part in the workshop called it a powerful learning experience that will help them better understand some of the daily challenges faced by people with psychiatric disabilities. 


                                                     


 See Foote on page 2




















News Briefs 





GEMS Committee FY07 goal- All employees are expected to complete the mandatory GEMS awareness training by September 27, 2007. 


Currently 64% of employees have completed the training found in SynQuest.  To meet or exceed the goal of 95% completion, all Service Line Mangers are asked to ensure their respective sections complete the training by the above suspense date. For more information, contact Mr. Larry Dixon, GEMS Coordinator, or Ms. Wilma West, Education Service Line.





National Preparedness Month is a nationwide effort held each September to encourage Americans to take simple steps to prepare for emergencies in their homes, businesses, and schools. National Preparedness Month 2007 is sponsored by the � HYPERLINK "http://www.dhs.gov" \o "http://www.dhs.gov/" \t "_blank" �U.S. Department of Homeland Security�.   Throughout September, Homeland Security will work with a wide variety of organizations, including local, state and federal government agencies and the private sector, to highlight the importance of emergency preparedness and promote individual involvement through events and activities across the nation.





Joint Commission- For patient safety concerns, contact Quality Management at ext 6243; to file a complaint, contact the Office of Inspector General at (800) 488-8244 or VA IG at 53E/P.O. Box 50410, Washington, DC 20091 or contact Joint Commission at (800) 994-6610 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" \o "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" �complaint@jointcommission.org�. No adverse action will be taken against those who report safety or quality of care concerns.


Educational Opportunities - Kaplan & American Intercontinental University will have representatives on site in the atrium on September 25, 2007 from 11:00am-3:00pm.  Stop by to speak with them regarding educational opportunities and financial assistance for upcoming classes.   Contact Mary Kate Hinds @ 678-977-4208 for more information.


UC Davis Health System- physicians, clinicians, nurses and healthcare professionals are invited to attend a CME program on Pain Medications in the Pete Wheeler Auditorium on October 19, 2007 from 12:30 am -5pm.  CME/CEU credits are being awarded to all attendees.  POC is Gloria Barnes-ext 6865 or Beth Holt-ext 7703.











