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Women’s Vet-Fest an outstanding success


By Brenda Melton
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Women’s Advisory Committee members (left to right) Charlyn Thomas, Teri Thompson, Ebony Gilds, Faye Williams, Brenda Melton, Laveda Bennett, and Irmalinda Bernard.





On October 5, 2007 the Women's Veterans Health Program hosted its 13th annual Women's Vet-Fest with the theme "Tune up for the Body, Mind, and Spirit". The event began with a snapshot of many health care opportunities offered women veterans. The program was implemented and developed by Brenda Melton in concert with a committee consisting of representatives from various departments within the hospital.     The program's agenda focused on topics ranging from domestic violence to the promotion of a positive self image. Adding to the event were 24 vendors who assembled outside of the auditorium to promote products from a healthy diet to breast and cervical cancer awareness.


Continental breakfast, lunch, and





























  











Parking from page 1


 We’re also planning for six-park-and-ride shuttle service operations near the following locations: 


       North: Interstates 75/85 and GA 400


       South: Interstates 75/85 and Interstate 20


As you can see we are taking a very aggressive











  


approach and will continue to monitor and evaluate our parking procedures daily and make necessary adjustments along the way.


As we work through this issue, we owe it to our veterans and employees to keep you informed every step of the way and we pledge to do so.








VAMC takes action to address parking concerns


   


  To address the many concerns over parking expressed by our veterans and employees, the Atlanta VA Medical Center has taken the following action:





hired seven additional Valet attendants (up to 18 valet parking attendants at any one time ) 


suspended non-essential activities on campus on Tuesday thru Thursday 


arranged to bring back the parking consultant on Oct 10 to examine high density parking for employees on top of the deck   


met with veterans groups to provide parking updates 


            


    While we continue to look for short-term solutions, all our employees will be encouraged to use off-site parking. The times and schedules for all shuttle service operations for off-site parking locations will be announced as soon as possible.


    Our long term planning includes expansion of the large parking deck in FY08 which will result in 400 more parking spaces and the construction of a new parking garage in front of our medical center in FY11 which will add over 900 parking spaces. We are planning to move certain clinic operations to Saturdays, increasing available parking during the week day.                                


                                                    


     See Parking on page 2
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Christine Tugwell explains the importance of proper hand hygiene to Kim Cagler (left) an Yvonne Dunkley. 





snacks along with gifts of appreciation were provided for more than 150 participants.  Judging by the participants’ evaluations, the event was an outstanding success and accomplished its goal. Additionally, the participants praised the rewarding benefits of the information shared via the Women's Veterans Health (tool kit) handouts. Furthermore, they stated that the special day created an atmosphere for camaraderie, pampering, education, and entertainment, resulting in a deeper commitment to better health care. The program moved many of the participants to say that they were more in touch with their holistic selves, physically, and spiritually. 


 A special thanks  to Sandra Waller and Teri Thompson for their relentless service extended to the success of this program.  


























News Briefs 





The Military Order of Purple Heart Charity Golf Classic- “Play it Again Pete”- Tournament will take place at the Fort McPherson Golf Club Oct 22 starting at 10:30 am. The tournament supports the Homeless Veterans Program. There are over 6,000 -8000 homeless veterans in the Atlanta area. Through the Atlanta Homeless Veterans Program many veterans are able to reestablish themselves through the resources and support of business, corporations and individuals. For more information on the tournament, contact Dr. Ken Heard at 404-728-7625.


Joint Commission- For patient safety concerns, contact Quality Management at ext 6243; to file a complaint, contact the Office of Inspector General at (800) 488-8244 or VA IG at 53E/P.O. Box 50410, Washington, DC 20091 or contact Joint Commission at (800) 994-6610 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" \o "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" �complaint@jointcommission.org�. No adverse action will be taken against those who report safety or quality of care concerns.


UC Davis Health System- physicians, clinicians, nurses and healthcare professionals are invited to attend a CME program on Pain Medications in the Pete Wheeler Auditorium on October 19, 2007 from 12:30 pm -5pm.  CME/CEU credits are being awarded to all attendees.  POC is Gloria Barnes-ext 6865 or Beth Holt-ext 7703.


The Employee Flu Shot Roundup will take place Oct 11 from noon until 4pm at the Atrium and Pete Wheeler Auditorium. There will be refreshments, giveaways and much more.


Voluntary Leave Transfer Program – The following are approved participants in the VLTP and are eligible to receive annual leave donations. If you wish to make a leave donation, call ext 7587 to complete form OF-630A:


Patient Care Services - Rice, Douglas; Cadet, Gaetane; Hamilton-Clay, Alfreda; Carver, Marguerite; Salters, Janet; Funderburk, Verna; Riddle, Pacita. Mental Health -Thornton, Kimberly; Ross, Teresa. Medical Specialty - Dorsey, Martha; Pierre, Terrylynn; Love, Latoya.  Information Technology- Disco, Ronald.


Health Administration Service-McDowell, Tracey; Beedle, Mary. National Cemetery Administration-Jacques, Patricia. Police Service -Crockett, Blayde. Primary Care Pough, Michelle; Atta-Asamoah, Nana. Surgical & Preoperative - Sheldon, Dean, Wilson, Kenya.  Logistics Service-Scott, Lee. Veterans Canteen Service- Clark, Shauntae.














