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January 7, 2009





Stockbridge CBOC dedication helps 


fulfill three promises to veterans


�


Atlanta VA Medical Center Director James Clark (left), Regional representative for Senator Johnny Isakson Jason Skipper,  Georgia Department of Veterans Service Commissioner Pete Wheeler, Stockbridge City Manager Ted Strickland, Congressman Lynn Westmoreland and VISN 7 Network Director Lawrence Biro cut ribbon at the Stockbridge CBOC dedication ceremony.





    Those attending the Stockbridge Community Based Outpatient Clinic dedication ceremony heard a common message of support for veterans and assurance that they will have easier access to health care - summed up in three promises.


    Local residents, veterans and legislators who gathered for the dedication listened as Atlanta VA Medical Center Director James Clark and VA Southeast Network Director Lawrence Biro reaffirmed their commitment to provide   


                                                                See Stockbridge on page 2





News Briefs  


New Chief of Voluntary Service - The Atlanta VAMC Office of Nursing and Patient Care Services has selected Ms. Mary Lou Pittman as Chief of Voluntary Service effective January 4, 2009.  Ms. Pittman is currently serving as Director of the Atlanta Mental Health Intensive Case Management Program.  Ms. Anika Doucette has served as Acting Chief of Voluntary Services since December 2007.  We’d like to welcome Ms. Pittman to her new role and thank Ms. Doucette for all of her support during the past year. 


Energy Conservation - Sometime in the next couple of weeks, a company called TENG, Inc. will perform an energy assessment of our facility to identify opportunities of energy reduction.  I would like to solicit energy-saving ideas/projects from all employees to pass on to company representatives when they are on site.  We plan to recognize the person selected for having the best energy-savings idea  at a future Director’s Town Hall Meeting. Please forward any suggestions on what areas we can evaluate for energy savings to:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:steven.sherwood@va.gov" �steven.sherwood@va.gov�


For more information, contact Steve Sherwood, Energy Manager, at ext. 6101.


MLK Celebration - EMPLOYEE PARTICIPATION REQUESTED: The Black Employment Committee is sponsoring this year’s MLK Celebration on Wednesday, Jan 14. We would like to coordinate a MLK Art Expo featuring commemorative items (pictures, magazines, books, figurines, etc.) of Dr. King and/or the Civil Rights Movement. If you have items that you would be willing to have displayed for that day, we would greatly appreciate your participation. Each item will be labeled with the employee’s name and department for recognition.  Please contact Taress Pinkins at ext. 7429 or via email at Taress.Pinkins@va.gov no later than Friday, Jan 9. 


Voluntary Leave Transfer Program – The following are approved participants in the VLTP and are eligible to receive annual leave donations:Atlanta Vet Center-Anita Salamon.


Police-Bobby Keener. Pharmacy-Heidi Cantrell. Extended Care-Vivian Hayes.  If you wish to make a leave donation, call Freida Philpotts at ext 6306 or Marie Robinson at ext. 4376 to complete form OF-630A.


The American Red Cross Blood Drive will take place on Wednesday, Jan 14, from 9am to 2pm in the VAMC Chapel. Please Contact Joyce Carmichael at ext 2024 or 2025 to sign up and for more information. 


The American Red Cross provides about half the nation's blood supply - roughly six million pints per year. 


Together we can save a LIFE! Thanks!























�


Carlos Morgan sings God Bless the USA.


�


The Atlanta VA Police Honor Guard prepares for the ceremony.
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Stockbridge CBOC acting Team Lead Dr Tomia Harmon poses with Mr. Clark and Mr. Biro. Above various VSO leaders attended the dedication.














Stockbridge from page one


every veteran care second to none, the best care anywhere, maintain and expand services and ensure every veteran will be personally satisfied based on the outcome. 


    “Keeping our promises to those who have kept their promise to serve is what today’s dedication is all about,” said Clark.


Long-standing Georgia Department of Veterans Service Commissioner, Pete Wheeler expressed a similar sentiment.


"We should remind ourselves of the sacrifices that have been made by so many of our veterans,” Commissioner Wheeler said.


    Other highlights of the dedication ceremony included a Proclamation presentation by Stockbridge City Manager Ted Strickland and remarks by Congressman Lynn Westmoreland and Jason Skipper, Regional Representative for Senator Johnny Isakson.   


Carlos Morgan, Atlanta VAMC Program 


Specialist, shared his singing talents with a 











    Calling it a historic occasion, the President of the Morehouse School of Medicine Dr. John E, Maupin Jr. and other senior leaders from the college visited Atlanta VAMC recently to recognize the two Morehouse psychiatry residents who started their internships at VAMC earlier last month.








�


Kesha Swint, Kevin Moore, and Cheryl Thomas display city Proclamation for Stockbridge CBOC.





moving rendition of the National Anthem


and God Bless the USA.


    Meanwhile, Georgia American Legion Department Commander Faye Casper said she was extremely pleased with the new Stockbridge clinic.


    “It will cut down on travel expenses and give veterans, especially our elder ones, a place to go locally for assistance.”














