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salutes Mr. Routh for doing a great job and for being an excellent example of getting fit for life!





called Doctors' Committee for Implementation, which resulted in the desegregation of all hospital facilities in Atlanta. This project served as a model and a pilot for other states throughout the country and received national honor from the National Medical Association for its impact.


Ms Clayton’s dedication to the community is reflected in the many hours she spends promoting human relations through bi-racial groups devoted to improving racial understanding.
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VAMC Champion’s Challenge in full swing 


By Sandra Waller


�Lewis Routh is the first VAMC Champion’s Challenge   participant to walk 100 miles.





    Atlanta VAMC Champion’s Challenge is in full swing since its beginning in November, evidenced by Mr. Lewis Routh recently becoming the first VAMC Champion’s Challenge participant to walk 100 miles. 


    The VAMC mail carrier is now eligible for the drawing for national prizes. Mr. Routh served in the Air Force for 8 years and started out at VAMC as a CWT patient in 1999.         


    Determined to make a full recovery from a liver transplant operation in 2006, Mr Routh started taking small walks around the hospital before and after work to build up his strength. Eventually he worked up to walking 1-2 miles in the morning and 1 mile after work daily.  


                                           See Routh on page 2





Legendary civil rights activist to take part in VAMC MLK celebration








    Ms Xernona Clayton, Founder and President of the Trumpet Awards Foundation, will be the guest speaker at VAMC’s MLK Celebration Jan 23 in the Pete Wheeler Auditorium from noon to 1:00 pm.


    The Trumpet Awards is a prestigious event highlighting African American accomplishments and contributions.


    Dedicated to promoting racial understanding, Xernona Clayton has been a leader in civic projects and civil rights activities for several years. In 1966, she coordinated the activities of Atlanta’s Black doctors in a project 











News Briefs 





	


Director’s Town Hall Meeting - Surgical & Preoperative Care will host the Director’s Town Hall Meeting in the Pete Wheeler Auditorium Jan 22 from 3pm to 4pm. 


Parking Update- Medical Center Management and VA Police have received numerous complaints concerning employees backing into parking spaces in the large parking deck.  The Director has determined this to be an unsafe practice that results in unnecessary risks and delays.  Therefore, effective Jan 21st 2008, backing into parking spaces in the large parking deck will no longer be permitted. 


Did you know you have a direct line to the Medical Center Director?  Would you like to send an anonymous email to the Medical Center Director to share your concerns and suggestions?  To send an anonymous vista email: 


Access Code: ATL1997 


Verify Code: ATLANTA1 	


Joint Commission- For patient safety concerns, contact 


Quality Management at ext. 6243; to file a complaint, contact the Office of Inspector General at (800) 488-8244 or VA IG at 53E/P.O. Box 50410, Washington, DC 20091 or contact Joint Commission at (800) 994-6610 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" \o "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" �complaint@jointcommission.org�. No adverse action will be taken against those who report safety or quality of care concerns.


Dial-A-Prayer- VAMC’s Chaplain Service is now offering a Dial-A-Prayer service/ministry.   Dial-A-Prayer is available all day and every day.  If you are calling from an outside telephone, dial 404-321-6111, ext 4161.


Voluntary Leave Transfer Program – The following are approved participants in the VLTP and are eligible to receive annual leave donations. If you wish to make a leave donation, call ext 6306 or 4376 to complete form OF-630A:


Patient Care Services Alfreda Hamilton-Clay,  Janet Salters, Rhonda Grear, Kimberly Miller, Verna Funderburk,  Pacita Riddle, Julia Okoro, Thomas Cerame -Mental Health - Kimberly Thornton, Teresa Ross-Medical Specialty- Terrylynn Pierre


Information Technology- Ronald Disco, Faith Thompson


National Cemetery Administration- Patricia Jacques


Police Service - Blayde Crockett, Eric Adams


Primary Care -Michelle Pough-Surgical & Perioperative - Herman Salle-Laboratory- Joseph Hudson, Laura Lamar


EMS- Fletcher Hudson, Frankie Isreal, Sandy Holmes 


Management Team-Rebecca Swan.























Routh from page 1





He “challenged” himself to increase the amount he was walking when the Champion’s Challenge began. VAMC 














