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 Because of her dedication and commitment to patient care, I presented Shirley with the Silver Commitment to Excellence Award,” Ms. Wagner explained.


    Following suit, Ms. James picked Ms Toni Hicks for the Bronze Commitment to Excellence Award.


Ms. James said she selected Ms. Hicks because she exemplifies commitment and dedication to team work. 


    “She is flexible and willing to support whatever activities are necessary to complete the task at hand, and she promotes a positive image of excellent customer service.” Ms. James continued.


    “I presented Toni the Bronze Commitment to Excellence Award because of her spirit of commitment to quality patient care to our veterans.”


    The Silver and Bronze awards were presented to Ms. James and Ms. Hicks in the morning briefing with all staff members present to congratulate them.


    The outpatient surgical clinic is very proud to have their employees recognized and honored for their performance. The honor bestowed upon them as the first recipients of the VISN 7 Commitment to Excellence Awards   is an outstanding achievement and the Surgical & Perioperative Care is honored to have such excellent employees. Their accomplishments demonstrate what can happen when the team concept is truly embraced. 











VAMC expands parking with off-site location  �


The Renaissance Center Garage, next to the Decatur Clinic, will provide 99 additional parking spaces.





    In our continuing effort to improve parking, Atlanta VA Medical Center will soon lease 99 parking spaces at the Renaissance Center Garage located at 200-250 East Ponce de Leon Avenue and Church Street. In addition, a shuttle service, running from VAMC to the Renaissance Center Garage in 15-20 minute intervals, will be provided. We expect to implement this new phase of our parking expansion plan in mid March 08.


    To ensure maximum efficiency, interested employees are asked to provide information on their arrival and departure times so that we can tailor a shuttle service schedule that best fits their needs.


    The tentative plan is for the shuttle to run Monday - Friday, 5:30am - 6:30pm.  Monthly parking fees will be waived for employees who volunteer to use off-site parking.


       Anyone wishing to volunteer should contact Chief Garrett at e-mail (jeffrey.garrett2@va.gov) and include your tour of duty.  


                                





Commitment to Excellence Awards presented


to Outpatient Surgical Clinic Nurses


By B. Janet Cooper, RN, M.Ed, Nurse Manager, OPSC








�


The recipients of the VISN 7 Commitment to Excellence Awards (from left to right) are Ms. Shirley James, the Silver Award, Ms. Toni Hicks, the Bronze Award and Ms. Patricia Wagner, the Gold Award. 





    When Mr. Lawrence A. Biro, VISN 7 Director, on a recent site visit to the Atlanta VAMC, presented the Gold Commitment of Excellence Award to Ms. Patricia Wagner in recognition of her performance “going above and beyond” her responsibilities in providing care to our veteran patients in the Minor Procedure Room, he had much more in mind. 


    After recognizing Ms. Wagner, Mr. Biro gave her instructions that would result in two other deserving nurses receiving the Silver and Bronze Commitment to Excellence awards. 


 First, Ms. Wagner would identify a co-worker who helped facilitate her performance and then present that person the Silver Commitment to Excellence Award. Ms. Wagner selected Shirley James.


    “Shirley always lends a helping hand when something is needed to facilitate patient care in the Minor procedure room. I can always call on her. Shirley is an excellent nurse and a team player.  














News Briefs 








New Chief of Pathology and Laboratory Service-We are pleased to announce that Dr. Vijay Varma has been selected as Chief of Pathology and Laboratory Service. Please welcome and congratulate Dr. Varma on his new position!	


National Salute to Hospitalized Veterans- Our annual National Salute to Hospitalized Veterans Program on Feb 15 is quickly approaching. All interested employees willing to volunteer as servers, greeters, and tour guides are asked to contact Denise Holmes in Voluntary Service at 4834 or 7728. Please note that employees must receive supervisor approval prior to participating in this event.


Ash Wednesday-Wednesday, Feb 6, is Ash Wednesday.  Please join us in the Medical Center Chapel at 11:30 am for an Ecumenical Ash Wednesday Service and distribution of ashes, marking the beginning of the Lenten season.  For more information, call the Chaplain’s office at ext 6870.


CEU Opportunity for Dietitians, Nurses and Pharmacists


Interested in knowing more about hypertension and its connection to diabetes? The Decatur Clinic will host a Webinar sponsored by the American Association of Diabetes Educators (AADE) on Wednesday, February 6, 2008, from 1pm to 2:30pm in Decatur Clinic conference room. 1.5 CEUs will be authorized for professionals, as listed above, who attend. Space is limited so please RSVP to Donna L Smith on Outlook no later than Feb 1.


Voluntary Leave Transfer Program – The following are approved participants in the VLTP and are eligible to receive annual leave donations. If you wish to make a leave donation, call ext 6306 or 4376 to complete form OF-630A:


Patient Care Services- Alfreda Hamilton-Clay,  Janet Salters, Rhonda Grear, Kimberly Miller, Verna Funderburk,  Pacita Riddle, Julia Okoro, Thomas Cerame -Mental Health - Kimberly Thornton, Teresa Ross-Medical Specialty- Terrylynn Pierre.


Information Technology- Ronald Disco, Faith Thompson.


National Cemetery Administration- Patricia Jacques.


Police Service - Blayde Crockett, Eric Adams


Primary Care -Michelle Pough-Surgical & Perioperative - Herman Salle-Laboratory- Joseph Hudson, Laura Lamar.


EMS- Fletcher Hudson, Frankie Isreal, Sandy Holmes. 


Management Team-Rebecca Swan.


Dial-A-Prayer- VAMC’s Chaplain Service is now offering a Dial-A-Prayer service/ministry.   Dial-A-Prayer is available all day and every day.  If you are calling from an outside telephone, dial 404-321-6111, ext 4161.
































