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Staff Nurse Nia Simmons-Roland (left), Nurse Manager B. Janet Cooper and Patient Safety Officer Jean Rogers help kick off  2008 Outpatient Surgical Clinic Patient Safety Campaign. 





increasing awareness went a long way in preventing heart disease among women.


Dr. Karen Luster, Assistant Professor of Medicine at Emory University and Attending physician at the Women’s Clinic at Grady Hospital, addressed Hormonal Therapy as it relates to Heart Disease. 


Dr. Abid Mohiuddin, a Cardiologist at the Decatur Clinic, discussed Coronary Artery Build-up and the Growth Hormone.


Dr. Clyde Watkins, President of the Capstone Medical Group, PC, and an Assistant Professor at Emory University School of Medicine, talked about what to ask your doctor, “knowing your numbers,” and identifying and managing your risk factors.


Ms. Ruth Pinkney, PA-C, noted the importance of managing Diabetes and Hypertension while  Dr. Neil Winawer, MD, an Internist and Associate Professor of Emory University School of Medicine listed required  information for a good Heart-Attack-Survival plan.  
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Outpatient Surgical Clinic staff campaigning for patient safety


By Nia Simmons-Roland, BSN, RN
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Ms. Nia Simmons-Roland stands in front of the innovative poster and game she designed to promote patient safety.





    The Outpatient Surgical Clinic initiated its “2008 Patient Safety Goal Campaign” to increase staff awareness of patient safety goals specific to Ambulatory Care and the Surgical Specialty Clinic.     


    Staff members were tasked to develop creative and innovative teaching strategies (in the form of crossword puzzles, medical jeopardy, scavenger hunts, etc.) that would enlighten their colleagues about the specific nursing tasks that keep their assigned clinics -  thoracic, urology, vascular - compliant with the 2008 Patient Safety Goals.                                    


        “It was important to develop a plan that would be fun and competitive, but most importantly informative,” said Ms. Nia Simmons- Roland, coordinator of the Patient Safety Goal Campaign for the Outpatient Surgical Clinic.


                                                                       See safety on page 2    








 Women and Heart Disease, a Community Service Seminar


By B. Janet Cooper, RN, M.Ed., President Mu Phi Chapter, Chi Eta Phi, Inc. Professional Nurses
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Ms. Janet Cooper presents a plaque of appreciation to Dr. Mohiuddin. (Below) Mu phi Chapter members of Chi Eta Phi Sorority, Inc. co-host seminar at VAMC.





    VAMC nurses recently teamed with those from the MU Phi Chapter of Chi Eta Phi, Inc. to co-host a seminar here entitled Heart Truth Go Red which focused on the number one killer of women in the United States – heart disease.


      Dr. Andrew Chung, a Board Certified Cardiologist and key note speaker for the program, spent part of his presentation educating the audience on Metabolic Syndrome, a compulsion to over eat that affects between 40-60 million American women and increases their risk for Cardiovascular Disease. 


    The program also included an illustrious panel of four physicians and a physician assistant all of whom made the point that 











News Briefs 


	


Director’s Town Hall Meeting - Pharmacy Service will host the next Director’s Town Hall Meeting on Monday, Mar 17, at 2:00pm in the Pete Wheeler Auditorium.


Farewell- All are invited to a farewell celebration for VCS Assistant Chief Marguerite Eaddy on Apr 3 from 1pm to 4pm in the Chapel. Ms. Eaddy departs VAMC on Apr 11 to assume her new duties at the Dallas VCS super store.  Best wishes to Ms. Eaddy as she prepares to leave VAMC with almost sixteen years of dedicated service to our veterans. 


Certified Nurse Recognition Day Celebration- Atlanta VAMC will hold its 1st annual Certified Nurse Recognition Day Celebration on Wednesday, Mar 19, in the Chapel.  There will be festivities from 8am-10:30am and noon -3pm with the Recognition Ceremony running from 10:30am to 11:30am.


Public service is a public trust - Did you know that as employees of the US Federal Government we must abide by principles of ethical behavior? There are 14 general principles for determining ethical conduct.  The first one- Public service is a public trust- requires employees to place loyalty to the Constitution, the laws and ethical principles above private gain. The goal is to ensure the public’s confidence and trust in the Federal Government. For more information contact your Compliance and Business Integrity Officer, Cindy Siegler, at ext. 2297.


Joint Commission- For patient safety concerns, contact 


Quality Management at ext. 6243; to file a complaint, contact the Office of Inspector General at (800) 488-8244 or VA IG at 53E/P.O. Box 50410, Washington, DC 20091 or contact Joint Commission at (800) 994-6610 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" \o "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" �complaint@jointcommission.org�. No adverse action will be taken against those who report safety or quality of care concerns.


Voluntary Leave Transfer Program -The following are approved participants in the VLTP and are eligible to receive annual leave donations. If you wish to make a leave donation, call Freida Philpotts at ext 6306 or Marie Robinson at ext 4376 to complete form OF-630A:


Patient Care Services- Rhonda Grear, Julia Okoro,Thomas Cerame, Akosua Sedenu. Information Technology- Ronald Disco, Faith Thompson. National Cemetery Administration- Patricia Jacques.Primary Care -Michelle Pough, Katherine Greco.


Laboratory- Laura Lamar, Berlinda Ringo. EMS- Fletcher Hudson, Sandy Holmes. Management Team-Rebecca Swan. Engineering-Victor Stewart.

















Safety from page 1





    March 3rd marked the official “Kick-Off” for the Patient Safety Goal Campaign. This will be an ongoing process that will not only increase staff awareness, but promote compliance with the mandated Joint Commission standards as it relates to Patient Safety.


        Nurse Manager Janet Cooper said staff involvement and commitment is the key to the success of the campaign.


    “The Patient Safety campaign promotes an awareness that will increase an understanding of how the goals are relevant to all areas in the clinic and challenge the staff to take ownership of assuring that the Patient Goals are implemented,” Cooper said.




















