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�     


Chief of Occupational and Recreation Therapy Rosemary McGinty embraces patient James Ezell during Sweetheart’s Dance at Eagle’s Nest.





valentines which brighten the lives of our patients,” Ms. Leake said.











hit the ship within five minutes of one another, killing 69 and seriously wounding 85. 


    Although still dazed by the time the fires on the ship were under control, Mr. Norton and a shipmate located and dragged a portable radar set to a forward position on the flight deck. There, Mr. Norton manned the system all through the “downright eeriest night I ever spent.”


    Mr. Norton said he will never be able to erase the memory nor the grief and anger he felt that day.


The U.S.S. Intrepid is the only naval vessel to have suffered two kamikaze attacks in the same day.
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National Salute program draws star-studded crowd
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Eagle’s Nest patient Mr. Robert Doss (seated) and Anika Williams spend time with Atlanta Falcons players and “Uncle Sam” and “Betsy Ross” during National Salute to Hospitalized Veterans program. 


    


    More than 200 people, representing local veterans groups, military units, civic organizations, businesses, schools, media, entertainment and sports teams packed the Pete Wheeler Auditorium on Feb 15 for the annual National Salute to Hospitalized Veterans program.


     Georgia Department of Veterans Service Commissioner Pete Wheeler and U.S. Army Central Commanding General Lieutenant General James J. Lovelace joined dozens of other local dignitaries and celebrities in honoring our nation’s heroes.  


    The purpose of the National Salute to Hospitalized Veterans Program is to pay tribute and express appreciation to hospitalized veterans; increase community awareness of the role of VA Medical  





                                                                     See Salute on page 2    


                                  





World War II veteran recalls surviving attacks on historic vessel
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 In 1944, Mr. Jack Norton served on the 


U.S.S. Intrepid. These days Mr. Norton


 (Below photo) spends his time helping other veterans.





    As a young sailor, Mr. Jack Norton served as a radar man on the U.S.S. Intrepid during World War II.   Nowadays, he spends his time helping other veterans.


    Recently Mr. Norton gave his account of the attacks on the historic aircraft carrier that killed many of his shipmates.


    “November 25, 1944, was the worst day in the history of the U.S.S. Intrepid,”


Norton recalled.  Two kamikaze planes 











News Briefs 


	


Director’s Town Hall Meeting- Primary Care will host the next Director’s Town Hall Meeting on Feb 26 in the Pete Wheeler Auditorium at 3pm. 


Voluntary Leave Transfer Program – The following are approved participants in the VLTP and are eligible to receive annual leave donations. If you wish to make a leave donation, call ext. 6306 or 4376 to complete form OF-630A: Patient Care Services- Alfreda Hamilton-Clay, Janet Salters, Rhonda Grear, Kimberly Miller, Verna Funderburk, Pacita Riddle, Julia Okoro, Thomas Cerame. Mental Health - Kimberly Thornton, Teresa Ross. Medical Specialty- Terrylynn Pierre.


Information Technology- Ronald Disco, Faith Thompson.


National Cemetery Administration- Patricia Jacques.


Primary Care -Michelle Pough, Katherine Greco.


Surgical & Perioperative - Herman Salle.


Laboratory- Joseph Hudson, Laura Lamar.


EMS- Fletcher Hudson, Frankie Isreal, Sandy Holmes. 


Management Team-Rebecca Swan.


Joint Commission- For patient safety concerns, contact 


Quality Management at ext. 6243; to file a complaint, contact the Office of Inspector General at (800) 488-8244 or VA IG at 53E/P.O. Box 50410, Washington, DC 20091 or contact Joint Commission at (800) 994-6610 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" \o "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" �complaint@jointcommission.org�. No adverse action will be taken against those who report safety or quality of care concerns.


Defensive Driving class starts Feb 22 from 8am to 4:30pm in classroom GC-302. Government drivers have first priority.  Contact Willie Feaster (ext. 6065/7188) or Kurt Jones (ext. 6100) for more information.


Did you know you have a direct line to the Medical Center Director?  Would you like to send an anonymous email to the Medical Center Director to share your concerns and suggestions?  To send an anonymous vista email: 


Access Code: ATL1997 


Verify Code: ATLANTA1


Dial-A-Prayer- VAMC’s Chaplain Service is now offering a Dial-A-Prayer service/ministry.   Dial-A-Prayer is available all day and every day.  If you are calling from an outside telephone, dial 404-321-6111, ext. 4161.


Atlanta VAMC Paper Recycling Program has contributed to saving 3, 678 trees and more than 850,000 kilowatts of electricity. For more information on the Paper Recycling Program, contact Larry B. Dixon, GEMS Coordinator at ext 1569.
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Centers; and encourage citizens to visit our hospitalized veterans and to become involved as volunteers.


    Ms. Sandy Leake, Associate Director for Nursing/Patient Care Services, noted that the    program took place the week of Valentine's Day and how its sentiments of caring and sharing matched the Salute's purpose of expressing honor and appreciation to our hospitalized veterans.


    “Over the years, your support of our National Salute program has resulted in countless touching scenes of volunteers presenting their colorful, thoughtful

















