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Flying High to Meet Patient Needs


By Val Green
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Dr. Scott Bartley serves as Assistant


Chief of Nuclear Medicine.





   As a member of the Angel Flight organization, Dr. Scott Bartley uses his own M20C airplane and fuel to fly people with medical concerns to a facility that best meets their needs.  He receives information on patients who cannot afford transportation to medical facilities for much needed care.  Dr. Bartley doesn’t mind if the facility is located in another state because he enjoys helping people.  Most of his flight missions are done on the weekends.


   Since age eight, Dr. Bartley knew he wanted to be a pilot but he had no idea he would become a medical doctor until after he started graduate school.  His wife Julie knew a bit sooner. She envisioned her future husband becoming a doctor when they were high school sweethearts.  


    Dr. Julie Bartley, a Professor of Geology at the University of West Georgia, is quite supportive of her husband’s desire to help the community through Angel Flight. 


     “My wife will remain supportive as long as I don’t own a plane that costs more than our house,” said Dr. Bartley.  “Volunteering as an Angel Flight pilot allows me               


                  See Bartley on page 2





News Briefs  





The Director’s Town Hall Meeting- Radiology Service will host the next Director’s Town Hall meeting Mar 3 at 3pm in the Pete Wheeler Auditorium.


Ash Wednesday Service – On Feb 25, we will have an ecumenical Ash Wednesday Service at 1130 in the chapel with imposition of ashes. Ash Wednesday is traditionally a time to begin the observance of the Lenten season. All are invited to join us in this very special service. 


Get a Shot, Get a Shirt - The popular and highly coveted “Atlanta V*A*M*C” T-shirt is available to employees who have had a flu shot either through Occupational Health Services or a private provider.   Please bring proof of your flu shot to Occupational Health (Room 1B160) to receive your T-shirt, or if you received the shot here, we will check it for you.  If you haven’t had your flu shot, it’s not too late! But hurry! The T-shirts will go fast.


Did you know you have a direct line to the Medical Center Director?  Would you like to send an anonymous email to the Medical Center Director to share your concerns and suggestions?  To send an anonymous vista email: 


Access Code: ATL1997 


Verify Code: ATLANTA1 


Joint Commission- For patient safety concerns, contact  Patient Safety at ext. 4823; to file a complaint, contact the Office of Inspector General at (800) 488-8244 or VA IG at 53E/P.O. Box 50410, Washington, DC 20091 or contact Joint Commission at (800) 994-6610 or via email at: � HYPERLINK "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" \o "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" �complaint@jointcommission.org�. No adverse action will be taken against those who report safety or quality of care concerns.


Voluntary Leave Transfer Program – The following are approved participants in the VLTP and are eligible to receive annual leave donations. Atlanta Vet Center-Anita Salamon. Extended Care-Vivian Hayes. Logistics-Omega Dunn, Harold Bacon. Surgical & Perioperative-Priscilla Thomas. Patient Care-Lavandrious Clark, Brandy Davis. Primary Care-Shereta Jones.Medical Specialty-Saphronia Rickette. Pharmacy-Sharita Reese


If you wish to make a leave donation, call Freida Philpotts at ext 6306 or Marie Robinson at ext 4376 to complete form OF-630A.


 Dial-A-Prayer- VAMC’s Chaplain Service provides a Dial-A-Prayer service/ministry.   Dial-A-Prayer is available all day and every day.  If you are calling from an outside telephone, dial 404-321-6111, ext 4161.














the Teacher of the Year Award in June 2007 by the nuclear medicine residents.  


    Dr. Naomi Alazraki, chief of Nuclear Medicine, said “Dr. Bartley’s cheerful and energetic disposition endears him to the patients and all who work with him. We are pleased and fortunate to have Dr. Bartley on our staff.”      


     Nuclear Medicine receptionist Sonje Jackson summed it up by saying “Dr. Bartley will do anything to help someone as exemplified in his service as a flying samaritan.”  
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to combine two of my biggest joys: flying and helping people with needs.  My parents taught me the importance of help others.”  


    He recalled how his first mission was to transport a two year old burn victim from Atlanta to Cincinnati with a guardian who got sick during most of the flight.  


    Dr. Bartley said he will never forget how proud he felt transporting a research patient to a facility that was using a drug he helped with during some of the early research.  


     Dr. Bartley said he loves working in the discipline of nuclear medicine and received 





    You attended monthly EPRP Exit Interviews. You printed thousands of data cards, Action Plans, and graphs in preparation for site visits and ELC meetings. You researched individual EPRP fall-outs and “drilled down.”    


    You built and revised clinical reminders. You devised hundreds of action plans and ensured implementation. You rechecked thousands of blood pressures. You administered Depression and AUDIT-C screens. You counseled our inpatient and outpatient veterans against tobacco usage. You repeatedly used the PM Technical Manual as a vehicle to glean documentation from the patient record. Because of your constant focus, unwavering determination and professional commitment, the Atlanta VAMC has affected a measurably improved standard of care for our veterans. 


        For all the nations’ veterans, maintain excellent standards of patient care and documentation of that care. With your daily focus and professional commitment, we shall continue to ensure health care success to participating veteran patients at the Atlanta VA Medical Center. From October 2002 to January 2009, I have been honored to serve Atlanta and to work with you as Coordinator of the External Peer Review Program.





Wishing  you all the best in 2009!


Bonnie S. Compton, RN, BSN, BSHE


Atlanta VA Medical Center








A Warm and sincere “Thank You” 


By Bonnie Compton �


Members of the 2008 External Peer Review Program.





    To all of you, I wish to express my gratitude for your tireless efforts in fostering excellent patient care through your active and constant support of the External Peer Review Program (EPRP). Since 2002, you worked fervently as a team to collaborate, strategize, implement, and monitor the health care of our nation’s veterans. You collaborated effectively and implemented improved processes to meet patients’ needs more timely. 


    How was this accomplished? You all stepped up to the plate and never lost focus. You sought to gain a comprehensive understanding of these dynamic clinical performance measures (PMs) by participating in ongoing PM education endeavors, exit guides, power point presentations, clinical reminder (CR) updates, and monthly and yearly PM conference calls.








    Calling it a historic occasion, the President of the Morehouse School of Medicine Dr. John E, Maupin Jr. and other senior leaders from the college visited Atlanta VAMC recently to recognize the two Morehouse psychiatry residents who started their internships at VAMC earlier last month.











