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     “He’s a team player who will perform any appropriate task when called upon.”


    Furthermore, according to Ms. Grant, Mr. Larsen is a multi-talented individual with computer skills which are greatly appreciated and relied upon by other members of the Nuclear Medicine team. 


     Ms. Grant also noted Mr. Larsen’s fine carpentry skills and the fact that he remodeled his home by himself.     “Everything he does is with cautious precision. The way he helps a patient onto the imaging table is with a gentle manner, appreciated by our patients,” Ms. Grant said.


    Travis and his wife, Katrina are the proud parents of 2 year old Kirsten. Travis has worked in Nuclear Medicine at our VA for 10 years. He is a pivotal member of the Nuclear Medicine team, highly appreciated by his colleagues and his patients.








cartridge installed at the bottom of the


urinal, which is connected to a drainpipe.            


      The secret to the device is in the cartridge. A biodegradable liquid sealant floats in the top of the cartridge, which allows urine to pass through to the drain line. The sealant assures an airtight barrier between the restroom environment and the sewer line to prevent odors from escaping into the restroom. 


    In addition, the water-free fixtures are expected to significantly save water and reduce disposal costs, cut back on plumbing repair and maintenance costs, and prove to be safe, odor free, and hygienic.


    Water free urinals are cleaned much the same way, as traditional urinals except there is no need to add water. 


    Mr. Sherwood added that the use of waterless urinals is also consistent with the state of Georgia’s water and energy conservation requirements.


    Sherwood said he’s very encouraged by the benefits of the water conservation device.


    “These low-to-no-maintenance fixtures will save time, money, people, and most of all water.”











Travis Larsen recognized with Commitment to Excellence Award 


By Nuclear Medicine Service


�


Travis Larsen (left) accepts award from VISN 7 Network Director Mr. Lawrence Biro.





    Mr. Lawrence Biro, VISN 7 Network Director, presented Travis Larsen, a Nuclear Medicine Technologist, the Commitment to Excellence Award on Mar 5, but he embodies the true meaning of the award every day, according to those who know him best.


    Nuclear Medicine Service Chief Dr. Naomi Alazraki described Mr. Larsen as being committed to providing our nation’s heroes the highest quality of care.                                                  


                                                                   See Larsen on page 2    











  New water-free urinals result in more energy efficient environment


By Steven T. Sherwood, Energy Manager











�


Mr. Joby Schilling demonstrates EcoTrap replacement to EMS personnel (left) Larry Arbeary, Louie Love, Claytis Wright, Tiffany Gibson, and Dale Mincey.





    Continuing its efforts to become more energy efficient, VAMC installed its first waterless urinals in the men’s restroom on the first floor near the ATM machine on Mar 12.


    VAMC Energy Manager Steven T. Sherwood said one waterless urinal could save up to 45,000 gallons of water and more per year.


 According to Mr. Sherwood, water-free urinals are made from a nonstick, nonporous vitreous china or acrylic and include a patented, funnel-shaped 











News Briefs 


	


Women’s History Month- Susan V. Booth, artistic director of the Tony Award winning Alliance Theater, will be the guest speaker for this year’s program entitled Women and Performing Arts on Mar 19 at 1pm in the Pete Wheeler Auditorium.


National Nutrition Month - Join us in celebrating Registered Dietitian Day and National Nutrition Month by participating in the Patient Nutrition Fun and Education Sessions on Mar 20 from 10am to noon in the  Veterans’ Learning Center  and the


Staff Brown Bag Lunch & Learn on Mar 27 from 11am to 1pm in rooms GC 302/304. For more information, contact Martha D. Grimsley at ext 6894 or Julie Tabor at ext. 6363.


Good Friday- Everyone is invited to our Good Friday Service on Mar 21 at noon in the Chapel to contemplate the Seven Last Words of Jesus prior to His death. This service will also be broadcast on our closed circuit TV channel 13.


Joint Commission- For patient safety concerns, contact 


Quality Management at ext. 6243; to file a complaint, contact the Office of Inspector General at (800) 488-8244 or VA IG at 53E/P.O. Box 50410, Washington, DC 20091 or contact Joint Commission at (800) 994-6610 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" \o "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" �complaint@jointcommission.org�. No adverse action will be taken against those who report safety or quality of care concerns.


Voluntary Leave Transfer Program – The following are approved participants in the VLTP and are eligible to receive annual leave donations: Patient Care Services - Rhonda Grear, Julia Okoro, Thomas Cerame, Akosua Sedenu, and Pauline Robinson. Information Technology- Ronald Disco, Faith Thompson. National Cemetery Administration- Patricia Jacques.


Primary Care -Michelle Pough, Katherine Greco.


Laboratory- Laura Lamar, Berlinda Ringo.


EMS- Fletcher Hudson, Sandy Holmes.


Management Team-Rebecca Swan. Engineering-Victor Stewart.


Police Service- Elizabeth Meiklejohn. HAS-Carol Mabry.


If you wish to make a leave donation, call Freida Philpotts at ext 6306 or Marie Robinson at ext 4376 to complete form OF-630A.


From the Compliance and Business Integrity Officer -


 For the next several weeks, we’re looking at the 14 general principles for determining ethical conduct.  Last week, we looked at the first principle: Public service is a public trust. This week the focus is on the second general principle: Employees shall not hold financial interests that conflict with the conscientious performance of duty. For more information contact, Cindy Siegler at ext. 2297.























Larsen from page 1





    “He genuinely desires to deliver compassionate health care in a timely manner to his patients,” Dr. Alazraki said. 


    “Mr. Larsen approaches his work day with a wonderful attitude, which positively influences how his patients perceive the services delivered by the Nuclear Medicine Service and the Medical Center, added Dr. Alazraki.


    Chief Technologist Sandi Grant couldn’t agree more. She said Mr. Larsen is a key contributor to Nuclear Medicine’s team concept and environment not only with his positive attitude but also with a work ethic that is exemplary and forms a cohesive mesh with his co workers.


“Travis does not accept the notion that 


“it’s not part of his job description”, Ms. Grant explained. 

















