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�


Decorative cake added to the ceremony which attracted over 100 staff members.





verified to ensure correct display of the certifications in the medical records. Take a look on the Nursing Shared Governance website at the list of our special nurses.  They are truly the experts in their field!








Veteran serves with a smile


By Martie Hartley


�


                 Bill White has donated over 17,330 


                 hours as a VAMC volunteer.





      When people walk into the VAMC Voluntary Service Office, Bill White is one of the first smiling faces they meet.


    The veteran volunteer, who served as an Army tanker during the Korean War, has donated over 17,330 hours of his time since 1992 and advocates service with a smile.


“If you smile at everyone who comes by, it makes them feel good," he said


“You don't want people wondering if you have a bad attitude. So I just think it's best to always be cheerful and just give people your best."














VAMC holds inaugural annual Certified Nurse Day Celebration 


By Regina Taylor


�


VAMC ceremony honored over 150 nurses.





    The American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), one of the largest nursing certifying organizations, designated Mar 19 as National Certified Nurses Day.  The Atlanta VA Medical Center took it one step further with a ceremony that recognized all certified nurses, particularly those with VA Office of Nursing Services-recommended certifications.


    Over 100 staff members attended the event in which over 150 nurses were recognized for their accomplishments and contributions by VAMC Director Mr. James Clark, Associate Director for Nursing/Patient Care Services Ms. Sandy Leake and Chief of Staff Dr. David Bower. The ceremony also included a V-tel to the CBOCs.


    Approximately 18% of direct care nursing staff and 29% of all nursing staff hold certifications with over 30 non-advanced practice certifications and 10 advance practice nursing certifications represented at our VA medical center!  Displays and brochures related to many of the certifications were available during the day for review.           


     Two nurses were recognized for their wealth of VA-recommended certifications.  Leona Mitchell,





                                                                 


                                                                 See Nurse on page 2    














Women’s Art: Women’s Vision


�


Susan V. Booth, Artistic Director of the Tony Award winning Alliance Theater, accepts award after her presentation.





    “Inspiring.” That’s how one person in attendance described Susan V. Booth’s presentation on the feminine qualities of art during our celebration last week of Women’s History Month entitled Women’s Art: Women’s Vision. Judging by their comments, most of the other 50 people who showed up felt precisely the same way. The program also included a musical keyboard performance by Marnita Riley, a VAMC computer specialist and a Middle Eastern dance by guest performer Saroya.


    Showcasing their own artistic abilities, several women employees brought in handmade quilts, paintings and similar items as part of an “Art Museum” on display before and after the program. 














News Briefs 


	


Congratulations - Dr. Linda Cendales, a surgeon at the Atlanta Veterans Affairs Medical Center, won the prestigious Astellas Faculty Development Award from the American Society of Transplant Surgeons (ASTS) on March 19, 2008. Dr. Cendales will receive the award at a ceremony at the American Transplant Congress this June in Toronto.


MDs and Nursing - The last day to submit your communication and collaboration surveys is April 1!  Help enhance patient outcomes and staff satisfaction by providing your input.  The three surveys, based on reliable and valid tools, are available for RNs, MDs and all nursing staff on the Shared Governance website (located on your desktop) or access the surveys using the following links: 


MD Survey: � HYPERLINK "http://www.quia.com/sv/167558.html" \o "http://www.quia.com/sv/167558.html" �http://www.quia.com/sv/167558.html�


 RN Survey: � HYPERLINK "http://www.quia.com/sv/167737.html" \o "http://www.quia.com/sv/167737.html" �http://www.quia.com/sv/167737.html�


All Nursing Survey: � HYPERLINK "http://www.quia.com/sv/168146.html" ��http://www.quia.com/sv/168146.html�


For additional information, contact Ms. Regina Taylor, ext. 6487.


GI Lab Open House- In celebration of Gastroenterology Nurses and Associates Day, the GI Lab will hold an open house on Mar 28 in room 1C170 from 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm. All are invited.


Voluntary Leave Transfer Program – The following are approved participants in the VLTP and are eligible to receive annual leave donations: Patient Care Services - Rhonda Grear, Julia Okoro, Thomas Cerame, Akosua Sedenu, and Pauline Robinson. Information Technology- Ronald Disco, Faith Thompson. National Cemetery Administration- Patricia Jacques.


Primary Care -Michelle Pough, Katherine Greco.


Laboratory- Laura Lamar, Berlinda Ringo.


EMS- Fletcher Hudson, Sandy Holmes.


Management Team-Rebecca Swan. Engineering-Victor Stewart.


Police Service- Elizabeth Meiklejohn. HAS-Carol Mabry.


If you wish to make a leave donation, call Freida Philpotts at ext 6306 or Marie Robinson at ext 4376 to complete form OF-630A.


From the Compliance and Business Integrity Officer -


 For the next several weeks, we’re looking at the 14 general principles for determining ethical conduct.  


Principle 3 of the 14 General Principles:


Employees shall not engage in financial transactions using nonpublic government information or allow the improper use of such information to further any private interest.


For more information contact, Cindy Siegler at ext. 2297.




















Nurse from page 1





ADN, RN-BC, CRNI, Charge Nurse in the Observation Unit, maintains certifications in Gerontology, Medical-Surgical and IV Nursing.  Donna Lewis, MSN, RN, GNP-BC, CIC, CWCN, CCCN, a geriatric Nurse Practitioner in the Eagle’s Nest, maintains certifications in Infection Control, Wound Care, and Continence Care in addition to her Gerontological Nurse Practitioner Certification.


    Certified nurses were presented with a certificate of recognition as well as a button, customized with the certification, name and credentials, identifying them as a certified nurse.  Electronic signatures have also been














