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    A gifted student, Dr. McKay graduated from high school in 1977 at the age of 15 and then went on to college.  After graduating in 1982 he then decided to pursue a career as a dentist, graduating from dental school in 1986. 


   In 1994 he joined the Navy where he originally served at Kings Bay, GA for a year, followed by two years at Parris Island, NC, working with the Marines. 


He moved to Atlanta in 1993 and became Georgia Board Certified in 1995. He and his wife Aloma have a daughter and two sons.
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Putting a smile on veterans faces


By Martie Hartley


�


Dr. David McKay treats one of his patients at VAMC.





    One of the first things you notice about Dr. David McKay is his truly genuine smile and not just because he is a wonderful VAMC dentist but because he is a kind and thoughtful person.  


    Besides keeping a busy schedule here, Dr.McKay also donates his time and talent to the Community Health Center, a state of the art medical center that offers low-cost medical and dental services to the less fortunate in south Cobb.    


    Born in Jamaica, Dr. McKay moved with his parents to Bronx, New York when he was six years old. No stranger to hard work, throughout his younger years, he found employment at a newspaper stand, super markets, as a messenger, and even at one time worked as a vendor at Yankee Stadium.


     Dr. McKay said the two role models who he has followed throughout his life are now 83 years young - his mom and dad.                                                          


         See McKay on page 2    








    GI Lab celebrates National Colorectal Awareness Month


By Holly Joseph





�


The GI lab staff members from left to right are Dr. M.Barrie, Blessing Nwafor, RN, Cheryl Handy, Associate Nurse Executive, Carmen Placer,RN, Holly Joseph,RN, Beverly Anderson,RN, Charmaine Keith,HT, Kathleen Conner, PA , Kurt Ohberg,PA, Terrilyn Pierre,HT, Carolyn Manuel,RN, Jane Wright,RN and Dr.M.Obideen,GI Attending. Other GI staff members who participated in the event but are not in the photo include Rosie Cruz, RN, Zaida Brignoni, RN, Betty Bivens-Sanders, RN, Charlie Ford,HT, Richard Swann,RN, Oscar Brigman, Administrative Coordinator, Laura Carlson, PA, Dr.M. Wehbe, Chief of GI staff, Lynn Bradley, PA, and Dr L.Leader, GI Attending. 





    To celebrate National Colorectal Screening Awareness month, the GI Lab recently held its annual open house which included displays of digestive diseases of the gastrointestinal tract, brochures and hands-on demonstrations of GI equipment used for procedures. In addition, a video on procedure instructions for colonoscopy was shown. Door prizes were also given and hospital staff who attended  received educational hours. The open house event was a success with over 150 attendees including Sandy Leake, Associate Director of Patient Care Services.  














News Briefs 


	


The Director’s meeting with all supervisors is scheduled for Apr 18 in the Pete Wheeler Auditorium at 1pm.  


The 14 general principles for determining ethical conduct-  


Principle number 5- Employees shall put forth an honest effort in the performance of their duties.  For example, if a veteran sits and waits while you and your co-workers are discussing personal issues or current events, is that really an honest effort in the performance of your duties? If you were that veteran, how would you feel?


Water conservation - Engineering Service added two more waterless urinals on Apr 2.  Two Falcon “Waterfree” urinals were installed in Outpatient 1 & 2, room 1B217.  Saving tens of thousands of gallons of water per year, waterless urinals are maintenance-free and easy to clean. 


Crime Stoppers- The VAMC Police Department Investigation Division is currently investigating a theft that occurred near the Canteen vending machine. We need your help in possibly identifying three subjects. If you recognize anyone of the three individuals in the following photographs, please contact Detective Foster or Detective McCullor at the VAMC Police Department at 404-728-7641:














		 




















McKay from page 1





    Ms. Dawn Green, who has worked with Dr. McKay for several years, said he sets a positive example for others to follow.


“He always spends extra time, even during his lunch break, attending to the needs of patients,” Ms. Green said. “His knowledge of dentistry is outstanding and his craftsmanship in repairing damaged teeth is beautiful.”


All of these attributes, according to Ms. Green, add up to a thorough professional who impacts co-workers and patients in the most positive way.

















