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Congress in 1919 as a patriotic, war-time veterans organization, devoted to mutual helpfulness. It is a not-for-profit community-service organization which now numbers nearly 3 million members, men and women, in nearly 15,000 American Legion posts worldwide. The American Legion national headquarters is in Indianapolis with additional offices in Washington, DC. 
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Mark Sikes displays his gold medal in cross-country skiing at the National Disabled Veterans Winter Sports Clinic. Below Mr. Sikes raises his hand in victory as he completes the event. 





    Atlanta VAMC veteran Mark Sikes won the gold medal in the cross country skiing competition at the 22nd National Disabled Veterans Winter Sports Clinic in Snowmass Village, Colorado from Mar 31 to Apr 4. 


    Co-sponsored by the Department of Veterans Affairs and the Disabled American Veterans, the event is heralded as a world leader in teaching adaptive Alpine and Nordic skiing to veterans with disabilities while also introducing them to a variety of








National Headquarters of the American Legion visits VAMC 


�


Local American Legion representative Dan Cravey chats with Eagle’s Nest resident Charles Kirk.





    As part of its “A System Worth Saving” tour, the American Legion National Headquarters conducted a site visit to Atlanta VAMC on Apr 7.


     National Field Service Representative Denise Williams and three other local American Legion officials, Dan Cravey, Donald Lanthom, and Fae Casper took part in the visit which focused on long-term extended care and rehabilitation.


    In 2003, according to Ms. Williams, the American Legion Post Commander initiated a series of visits to VA medical centers across the nation. 


    “One of the results was the acknowledgement that our medical centers were indeed worth saving,” Ms.Williams explained. She added that Resolution 206, Annual State of VA Medical Facilities Report, which authorized a continuation of such visits, was
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Mark Sikes wins gold medal in cross country ski competition at 22nd National Disabled Veterans Winter Sports Clinic

















 other adaptive recreational activities and sports. 


     Mr. Sikes joined nearly 400 other U.S. military veterans and active duty personnel from across the nation who took part in the winter sports.               


    “This is the first time I have seen this much snow,” said Sikes who injured his spine while serving in the Army.  


    “At one time, I just wanted to give up on life. Being with others with the same condition, or even worse than I have, makes me feel that there is something I can do and motivates me not to give up,” he added.�    For both Alpine and Nordic skiing, participants had the benefit, based on their level of ability and ski experience, to use a wide variety of specially adapted ski devices or methods.


   The week-long event offered many newly-injured veterans their first experience in winter sports and gave them the motivation to take their rehabilitation to a higher level.   �











News Briefs 	





The Director’s meeting with all supervisors is scheduled for Apr 18 in the chapel at 1pm.  


Director’s Town Hall Meeting - Geriatric and Extended Care Service will host the Director’s Town Hall Meeting on Apr 22 at 3pm in the Pete Wheeler Auditorium.


Memorial service for Mrs. Athena Morton Cleveland- There will be a memorial service for Mrs. Athena Morton Cleveland (MSN, RN) in the chapel on Apr 16 at 3:00 pm. All are invited to attend the service which will be broadcasted on the hospital’s closed circuit TV channel 13.


The 14 general principles for determining ethical conduct-  


Principle number six- Employees shall make no unauthorized commitments or promises of any kind purporting to bind the Government. For example, let’s say you have a good friend that does general repair work. As a Government employee, you can not say to that friend, “I’m sure I can get you a $100,000 contract at the Atlanta VA Medical Center.”    


For more information, contact Ms. Cindy Siegler at ext. 2297.


Voluntary Leave Transfer Program – The following are approved participants in the VLTP and are eligible to receive annual leave donations: Patient Care- Akosua Sedenu. Information Technology- Ronald Disco, Faith Thompson.  National Cemetery Administration- Patricia Jacques. Primary Care -Michelle Pough, Katherine Greco. Laboratory- Laura Lamar, Berlinda Ringo. EMS- Fletcher Hudson, Sandy Holmes.  Engineering-Victor Stewart. Police Service- Elizabeth Meiklejohn. Health Administration Service-Carol Mabry. Education-Jerry Robinson. Surgical-John Robinson. If you wish to make a leave donation, call Freida Philpotts at ext 6306 or Marie Robinson at ext 4376 to complete form OF-630A.


Customer Service Team Building training will take place on Apr 16 from 11:00 to noon in room GC-302/304. For more information call, Patricia Epps at ext 7804 or Johnathan King at ext 7651.


Greetings my fellow co-workers – I must say that you never know how people truly feel about you until something happens in your life. I will be forever grateful to you for the out pouring of love shown me during this difficult time of losing my property and things collected over the years in the fire. Thank you for your gifts, your prayers, your visits, your calls and your words of encouragement.


Sincerely yours,


Mrs. Emily Worthy
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approved at the American Legion National Convention in 2006.


    “To fulfill the intent of this resolution, our current National Commander, Martin F. Conatser, appointed an American Legion Task Force to continue the review of VA facilities,” Ms. Williams said.  


    The American Legion was chartered by  

















