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     “It is the spirit that has seen the Nation through hard times – disasters and wars. It is the same spirit that moves you to step forward to fill a need,” Ms. Leake told the volunteers.  


    She said that need may be simply listening to a patient who is having a bad day or sitting with a patient who is hard of hearing to help him listen to his name being called in the waiting room.  


    “That need may be helping to decorate our Eagle’s Nest Community Living Center for special events such as our Salute to Hospitalized Veterans Program,” said Ms. Leake.  


    Ms. Anika Williams told all of the volunteers, “Today is a special day and I stand proud and salute each of you.”  


    “Many of you continue to inspire me as I strive to embody the very characteristics you display each and every day.”  





    Some of you know about My HealtheVet (MHV), but for those who are not familiar with this Veteran friendly website, here is the latest information.


    MHV is a web based application designed specifically for veterans and their families.        Veterans can take an active part in their health care by keeping a personal health journal, tracking vital signs, medications, activities, and dietary issues.  The site also has links to VA benefits/services, VA news, and medical information and education.  


    It is now possible to refill medications online and in the future veterans will be able to view appointments online, make payments, and request certain portions of their medical records.  


    To participate in this valuable program, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.myhealth.va.gov" ��www.myhealth.va.gov� and follow the prompts to register and establish your ID and 


pass code.  When this is done, you may come 


to the Medical Center for the In-Person Authentification process (IPA).  








VAMC holds annual luncheon to honor dedicated volunteers


By Martie Hartley


�


Volunteer Recognition Ceremony paid tribute to the outstanding men and women who dedicate their time and talent in service to our nation’s heroes.





    On Apr 21, VAMC conducted a ceremony to honor the outstanding contributions of a most deserving group who give tirelessly of themselves to make the Atlanta VA Medical Center a better place to work and live. Of course I’m talking about our wonderful volunteers.


    Ms. Anika Williams, acting chief of Voluntary Service, started off the gala affair with a warm welcome followed by VAMC Director Mr. James Clark and Associate Director for Nursing and Patient Care Services Ms. Sandy Leake who shared some very special and inspiring remarks.


    Last year alone, 1,130 Atlanta VA Medical Center volunteers contributed 85,852 hours of service and donated $796,659 in monetary and non monetary contributions in support of our veterans.


                                                            


                                                            See Volunteer on page 2    











My HealtheVet: access to benefits and services


By Anne Sirman








�


Ms. Anne Sirman explains the MHV program to a veteran.





    This consists of watching a special video about MHV and a short visit to our Release of Information Office. You must bring a picture ID.  You may watch the video at home online or at the Veterans Learning Center.  

















News Briefs 


 


A Blessing of the Hands interfaith service will be held in the Chapel on Tuesday, May 6, at noon.  This service will be a part of the Nurse Week Celebrations. All nurses and health care providers are invited to participate in this anointing of hands        service.


Bring Our Daughters and Sons to Work Day is Thursday, May 8. Employees can pick up applications in room 3A 181. We would also welcome volunteers to assist with tours, serving lunch and discussing their careers. For more information, please contact Ms. Brook Bloxson, Federal Woman’s co-chair, at ext 2086 or Tiffany Marshall at ext 6960.  


The 14 general principles for determining ethical conduct-  


Principle number eight- Employees shall act impartially and not give preferential treatment to any private organization or individual.  For more information, contact Ms. Cindy Siegler at ext 2297.


Summer student program - Student volunteers are an important part of the Atlanta VA Medical Center.  These individuals receive valuable experience and training that will benefit them in applying for college and employment. Voluntary Service is currently accepting applications for the 2008 Summer Student Program which runs Jun 17 – Jul 24.  Applications may be picked up at the Voluntary Service Office, room 1C 158, between the hours of 7am-3pm.  Applications must be returned by May 16. For more information, contact Ms. Taylor-Solano at ext 7728.


Voluntary Leave Transfer Program – The following are approved participants in the VLTP and are eligible to receive annual leave donations:  Patient Care- Akosua Sedenu, Stephanie Calais. Information Technology- Ronald Disco, Faith Thompson.


National Cemetery Administration- Patricia Jacques.


Primary Care -Michelle Pough, Katherine Greco.


Laboratory- Laura Lamar, Berlinda Ringo. EMS- Sandy Holmes. Engineering-Victor Stewart. Police Service- Elizabeth Meiklejohn. Health Administration Service-Carol Mabry.


Education-Jerry Robinson.  Surgical-John Robinson.


If you wish to make a leave donation, call Freida Philpotts at ext 6306 or Marie Robinson at ext 4376 to complete form OF-630A.


Joint Commission- For patient safety concerns, contact Quality Management at ext 6243; to file a complaint, contact the Office of Inspector General at (800) 488-8244 or VA IG at 53E/P.O. Box 50410, Washington, DC 20091 or contact Joint Commission at (800) 994-6610 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" \o "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" �complaint@jointcommission.org�. No adverse action will be taken against those who report safety or quality of care concerns.

















Volunteer from page 1





�


Denise Holmes embraces Martha Knight (left) and Rebecca Rostron during the ceremony.





     However, Ms. Leake noted that monetary donations were not the real measure of their contributions. 


    “Our volunteers reflect America’s spirit – the willingness to work for a better community by joining together to help others,” she said. 

















