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May 14, 2008





Nurses making a difference everyday for veterans


By Aimee Manion


�


In recognition of Nurses Week, 9th floor staff wears nursing hats. 





    Nurses Week 2008 was an eventful week that focused on rejuvenating the spirit of team work and professional development. The kickoff for the observance was an interfaith service, “Blessing of the Hands,” conducted by Chaplain Services on May 6.            Nursing staff participated in this ceremony which provided an opportunity for reflection and remembrance of the important work that nurses accomplish using their hands. 


    An overview of our Magnet Journey -“Soaring to Excellence: Atlanta VA’s Journey” - was held on May 7.  During this presentation the nursing theory “Watson’s Caring Model” was officially announced and pertinent information regarding the Magnet Journey was discussed. Later in the day, the 2008 Nursing Excellence Awards recognized nominees, local, and VISN level winners of this prestigious award.  This ceremony honored nursing 





                                                            See Nurses on page 2    





News Briefs 


 


Director’s Town Hall Meeting- Health Administration Service will host the Director’s Town Hall Meeting on May 27 at 3pm in the Pete Wheeler Auditorium. During the meeting, Mr. Clark will recognize selected employees for the Unsung Hero/Heroine certificates of appreciation in celebration of Public Service Recognition Week. The celebration will also include an ice cream social an hour before the Town Hall meeting on May 27 at 2pm in the Atrium. All are invited.


Defensive Driving Course - The next Defensive Driving class has been scheduled for May 23, 2008 in the Pete Wheeler Auditorium from 8:00am – 4:00pm. For more information, contact Willie Feaster at ext 6071 or Shelia Lecarme at ext 6065.


Summer student program - Student volunteers are an important part of the Atlanta VA Medical Center.  These individuals receive valuable experience and training that will benefit them in applying for college and employment. Voluntary Service is currently accepting applications for the 2008 Summer Student Program which runs Jun 17 – Jul 24.  Applications may be picked up at the Voluntary Service Office, room 1C 158, between the hours of 7am-3pm.  Applications must be returned by May 16. For more information, contact Ms. Taylor-Solano at ext 7728.


Voluntary Leave Transfer Program – The following are approved participants in the VLTP and are eligible to receive annual leave donations:  Patient Care- Akosua Sedenu, Stephanie Calais. Information Technology- Ronald Disco, Faith Thompson.


National Cemetery Administration- Patricia Jacques.


Primary Care -Michelle Pough, Katherine Greco.


Laboratory- Laura Lamar, Berlinda Ringo. EMS- Sandy Holmes. Engineering-Victor Stewart. Police Service- Elizabeth Meiklejohn. Health Administration Service-Carol Mabry.


Education-Jerry Robinson.  Surgical-John Robinson.


If you wish to make a leave donation, call Freida Philpotts at ext 6306 or Marie Robinson at ext 4376 to complete form OF-630A.


Joint Commission- For patient safety concerns, contact Quality Management at ext 6243; to file a complaint, contact the Office of Inspector General at (800) 488-8244 or VA IG at 53E/P.O. Box 50410, Washington, DC 20091 or contact Joint Commission at (800) 994-6610 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" \o "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" �complaint@jointcommission.org�. No adverse action will be taken against those who report safety or quality of care concerns.


Dial-A-Prayer- VAMC’s Chaplain Service offers a Dial-A-Prayer service/ministry.   Dial-A-Prayer is available all day and every day.  If you are calling from an outside telephone, dial 404-321-6111, ext 4161.











    Patient Care Services/Nursing Services, James A. Haley Veterans Hospital, Tampa, Florida.  Mrs. Janzen illuminated the journey to Magnet designation through the works of Florence Nightingale. 


    The week ended with the GNA “Peer to Peer awards.”  The keynote speaker was Dr. Georgia Barkers, Associate Nurse Executive for Education. During this presentation, 17 nurses were nominated for awards by their peers. Of the 17 nominees, there were three winners: First place, Lillian Cleveland, RN (Medical/Specialty); Second Place, Hazel Jackson, RN (Eagles Nest Community Living Center), and Third place Alicia Co-Lopez (Emergency Room).  Rita Walker, RN stated “The Peer to Peer awards is an opportunity for us to affirm excellence and appreciation of our fellow nurses and to motivate our peers to reach their nursing goals.”








Nurses Team from page 1


staff that “Soared to Excellence” over the past year. The recipients of the Secretary of Veterans Affairs’ Excellence in Nursing Award were: Local winners:  Non-Staff Nurse category – Sharon Grant, RN, Utilization Review; Staff Nurse category- Karen San Filippo, RN, Lawrenceville CBOC; LPN category – Donndra Dozier, LPN (formerly in Primary Care – Purple Team, currently in IT); and NA category – Louise Verhoye, NA, Eagle’s Nest Community Living Center.  One local winner also won for VISN 7, Karen San Filippo, RN.  “The Nursing Excellence Awards helps nurses to feel appreciated and gives nurses a sense of pride for all of the special things we do,” stated Deborah Jean-Marie, RN, one of the nurses attending the award ceremony.


    Another key part of Nurses’ Week was the Nurses’ Week Speaker: Sandra K. Janzen, RN, NEA-BC, Associate Director,
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Secretary of Veterans Affairs local and VISN 7 award recipient Karen San Filippo (center), RN, Lawrenceville CBOC pictured with (left) Sarah Myers, Ph.D., RN, Associate Nurse Executive, CLC/MH, Kathy Williams, RN, BSN, MA, Associate Nurse Executive Primary Care and Sandy Leake, MSN, RN, NEA-BC, Associate Director for Nursing/ Patient Care Services. 
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Hematology-Oncology clinic nursing staff provides free massages and aromatherapy as a part of their Nurses Week Celebration.


�


 Doris Horton, Charge Nurse, stands proudly in front of a Nurses Week display created by the Hematology/Oncology nursing staff. (Left) Peer to Peer Nominees and Award recipients along with the GNA representatives.











