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September 29, 2008





Welcome home ceremony pays tribute to troops


�


Atlanta VAMC’s Welcome Home America’s Heroes program celebrated the contributions and sacrifices of our OEF/OIF veterans and their families. 





    Troops, back from deployments in Iraq and Afghanistan, took center stage at Atlanta VA Medical Center’s Welcome Home America’s Heroes ceremony.


    The celebration, held at the First Baptist Church of Decatur earlier this month, also recognized the sacrifices made by families of deployed service members.    


    “We owe a huge debt of gratitude for the incredible men and women who have volunteered to serve our great country and who continue to inspire us all with their resilience, their courage, and their determination in the face of personal sacrifice,” said Atlanta VAMC Director Mr. James Clark during his opening remarks.  


    Speaking to a mixed group of active and retired OEF/OIF and Vietnam service members and their families, Mr. Clark added, “you and your families have earned and deserve the very best that we can offer -- not only when you’re in harm's way, but when you come 


                                                         See Welcome on page 2








                                                                  





News Briefs  





Director’s Town Hall Meeting- Environmental Management will host the Director’s Town Hall meeting Oct 28 at 3pm in the Pete Wheeler Auditorium. 


Atlanta VAMC’s CFC Chili Cook off and Bake off will take place Oct 1, Oct 8 and Oct 15 from 11:30am to 1:00pm in the Atrium. For more information, contact the following CFC committee members:


Val Green, ext 6517; Jerauld Parks, ext 7525;Tammy Robinson, ext 6576;Yolanda Morris, ext 6786; Edna Shakir, ext 6106;Rochelle Thompson, ext 7559;Kelli Robertson, ext 7125; Sunja Watson, ext 7033;Wilma Viree, ext 6830; Rosia Presley, ext 6262; and Carol Anderson, ext 6708.


Please see your AO for the name of your CFC Coordinator or Key Worker to assist with any questions regarding donating to CFC.


Computer classes- The following computer classes are available during the month of October: Outlook (Beginners)- Oct 6, 10am -11:30 am; Outlook (Intermediate), Oct 28, 1:30 to 3pm; PowerPoint (Beginners), Oct 8, 1pm to 2:30pm; PC Basics (Beginners), Oct 2, 3pm to 4pm and Oct 27, 9am to 10am; PDA Smartphone and Blackberry, Oct 14, 2pm to 3:30 pm and Oct 28, 8am to 9:30am; PKI, Oct 14, 8am to 9am and Oct 27, 2pm to 3pm. Please resister in Synquest in “Other Assignments.”  All classes will be held in room 6C-156. For more information please call Mikel Shavers at ext. 7475.


Voluntary Leave Transfer Program – The following are approved participants in the VLTP and are eligible to receive annual leave donations: Health Administration Service-Carol Mabry, Mario Sanders. Surgical-John Robinson, Horace Carr. Medical & Specialty Care- Jana Roakes. Atlanta Vet Center-Anita Salamon.  Police-Bobby Keener.Patient Care- Gary Slater. Laboratory – Joseph Hudson.


If you wish to make a leave donation, call Freida Philpotts at ext 6306 or Marie Robinson at ext. 4376 to complete form OF-630A.
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  “I thought it was a really good ceremony; it really paid tribute to the people who have served in Iraq and Afghanistan as well as the ones on their way there,” said Vanessa Stevens, wife of Sergeant Jamie Stevens who recently returned from a yearlong deployment in Iraq


    Sergeant Stevens added, “When we're overseas we want to know that folks back home are standing behind us. We don't want to feel like we're there for nothing. For the Atlanta VA Medical Center to put on this event just for us, it shows how much they care and that really makes you feel good.”  
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The Patriot Guard riders give a thumbs up to show


their support of the welcome home event.
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home to help you adjust if you have wounds, or assist you during your transition from service.”


    Major General William Nesbitt, Georgia Adjutant General, sounded similar sentiments.


    “I want to thank every single one of you and your families for your courage, bravery and steadfastness that you have shown under very difficult circumstances in a very dangerous parts of the world,” Nesbitt said.       


    In addition to celebrating OEF/OIF troops and their families, the event also provided Atlanta VAMC the opportunity to remind all veterans of three promises.


    “You can rest assured that we will never waver on our commitment to provide you care second to none, the best care anywhere, to maintain and expand services and to ensure that every veteran will be personally satisfied based on the outcome,” Mr. Clark stressed.   


    The celebration continued with bands - The Mixx and Stray Dancer - taking the stage to perform in tribute to the troops.   


    Afterwards, Ms. Kerry Traviss, Atlanta VAMC OEF/OIF Program Manager called the event a huge success and thanked all those who volunteered their time and talent to make the day a special occasion for OEF/OIF veterans.


“It takes a special person to give to others and I want you all to know you are very special people.” 


    One couple said they felt the same way about the Atlanta VA Medical Center staff.
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Troops, families, and friends took part in the celebration. 








    Calling it a historic occasion, the President of the Morehouse School of Medicine Dr. John E, Maupin Jr. and other senior leaders from the college visited Atlanta VAMC recently to recognize the two Morehouse psychiatry residents who started their internships at VAMC earlier last month.
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The Youth Challenge Color Guard demonstrates their marching skills as they prepare to post the colors.











