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VAMC ceremony pays tribute to veterans of Vietnam War


�


Retired Air Force Lt. Col. James W. Williams displays the shoes and uniforms he wore as a Vietnam War POW during a riveting account of his time spent in captivity. 





    A few limped, others used a cane, some rode in wheel chairs, and still others told stories, like the riveting one delivered by the guest speaker. But they all shared a salute and applause from a grateful audience during the Atlanta VA Medical Center’s Vietnam Veterans Welcome celebration on Nov 12.�    Over 60 area veterans attended the program which acknowledged their bravery and courage in Vietnam, approximately 40 years after their return to the United States.�    Ms. Jan Santagata, who put together the program but credits William Treadway, Jr. for the concept, said she was glad to see Vietnam veterans finally receive such long overdue recognition.


                                                           See Welcome on page 2








                                                                  





News Briefs  





Circle of Hope award –Atlanta VAMC was recently awarded the Circle of Hope award from the American Cancer Society. The award is given to hospitals that have collaborated with the American Cancer Society on at least one mission project, have a working knowledge of ACS programs, and provide consistent referral of patients. Congratulations to Michelle Nelson and other staff who assisted in organizing our program. 


Homeless Veterans Stand Down -The Atlanta VA Medical Center Homeless Veterans Program will host a Stand Down for homeless veterans on Nov 15 from 9 am to 4 pm at 2675 North Martin Street, Bldg 700, Suite A in East Point, GA.


CFC Deadline – The last opportunity to make a CFC contribution is Nov 20. We can reach our collection goal of $128,000 with a strong finish.  Thank you for your support of this worthwhile endeavor.


Did you know you have a direct line to the Medical Center Director?  Would you like to send an anonymous email to the Medical Center Director to share your concerns and suggestions?  To send an anonymous vista email: 


Access Code: ATL1997 


Verify Code: ATLANTA1 


Joint Commission- For patient safety concerns, contact Quality Management at ext. 6243; to file a complaint, contact the Office of Inspector General at (800) 488-8244 or VA IG at 53E/P.O. Box 50410, Washington, DC 20091 or contact Joint Commission at (800) 994-6610 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" \o "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" �complaint@jointcommission.org�. No adverse action will be taken against those who report safety or quality of care concerns.


Voluntary Leave Transfer Program – The following are approved participants in the VLTP and are eligible to receive annual leave donations: Health Administration Service-Carol Mabry, Mario Sanders. Surgical-John Robinson, Horace Carr. Medical & Specialty Care- Jana Roakes. Atlanta Vet Center-Anita Salamon.  Police-Bobby Keener.Patient Care- Gary Slater. Laboratory – Joseph Hudson.


If you wish to make a leave donation, call Freida Philpotts at ext 6306 or Marie Robinson at ext. 4376 to complete form OF-630A.


Dial-A-Prayer- VAMC’s Chaplain Service offers a Dial-A-Prayer service/ministry.   Dial-A-Prayer is available all day and every day.  If you are calling from an outside telephone, dial 404-321-6111, ext 4161.
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A group of delighted service members and their families gather with Ms. Jan Santagata after the unveiling of the Vietnam Veterans Wall of Honor.




















she was glad to see Vietnam veterans finally receive public recognition that was long overdue.


    “The men and women who served in the military during the Vietnam War were just as patriotic, just as proud to be an American and sacrificed just as much upon the altar of freedom as past generations of Americans,” Santagata said. “However, their return home from overseas was not treated with fanfare or as welcoming home heroes, but with disdain.�    Despite the long grueling day that kept him on the road until 11pm, Horner said he would gladly do it all over again to help a veteran.


    “I did not see it as an inconvenience.  The patient was great company, and we had great conversations throughout the drive.”  


    Spend a few moments with Horner, and it’s easy to understand his compassion for veterans. He served in the Army from 1975 to 1980 as a logistician and has 17 brothers and sisters, many of whom also served in the military.


    “I’m a veteran and many in my family are





Welcome from page one


    “The men and women who served in the military during the Vietnam War were just as patriotic, just as proud to be an American and sacrificed just as much upon the altar of freedom as past generations of Americans,” Santagata said. “However, their return home from overseas was not treated with fanfare or as welcoming home heroes, but with disdain.”


    Keith Mason, a retired Army Sergeant Major who served in Vietnam, applauded VAMC for shining a light on his generation of veterans, for the true patriots they are and the sacrifices they made for this country.�“It really is a privilege for me to participate in this and I thank Mr. Clark for his leadership in turning a dream into a reality,” said Mason.


Ronald Sims, who was drafted into the U.S. Army in 1965 and returned home from Vietnam in 1966, said veterans have mixed feelings about the recognition.�“Some will say, ‘It’s too little, too late.’ That would not be me,” Sims said. “I’m a patriot. I’m proud of the service I gave my country. Thanks to the Atlanta VA for acknowledging the fact that we served our country just like our fathers and others did.”�








    Calling it a historic occasion, the President of the Morehouse School of Medicine Dr. John E, Maupin Jr. and other senior leaders from the college visited Atlanta VAMC recently to recognize the two Morehouse psychiatry residents who started their internships at VAMC earlier last month.








Korean and World War II Support Group Celebrates Veterans Day


By Ginger Worley


�


Mr. James Green (standing) addresses  group on Veterans Day.


 


    Mr. James Green, a former POW of World War II and survivor of the Baton Death March, celebrated Veterans Day with his support group by reciting the Declaration of Independence.  Mr. Green, who is blind, also named each group member who had died since the last Veterans Day gathering and recited the poem “In Flanders Field”


    The Mental Health Trauma Recovery Program support group meets weekly to discuss how to manage and live with Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).  Dr. David Baltzell and Ms. Ginger Worley, L.C.S.W., facilitate the meetings.  











