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Force Service Support Group in Marietta, Ga., took part in the birthday ceremony which traditionally recognizes the oldest and youngest Marines in the audience. 


This year the honors went to the Mr. William D.  Maphet, a World War II veteran who enlisted in September 1942 and served in the Pacific Theater and to Tyreekus Peters who joined the Marines in August 2004.


Since its original formation, the exploits of the Corps has become the stuff of legend and Marines continue to serve the nation with honor, courage and commitment.


Like many former and current Marines, Maphet and Peters celebrated with mixed emotions, proud of their accomplishments yet concerned about those still in harms way.


“As Marines, we always remember our comrades supporting operations across the globe.”





�


Semper Fidelis: William Malphet and Tyreekus Peters were honored as the oldest and youngest Marines at the VAMC ceremony.





    This year’s Marine Corps Birthday Ceremony was the best ever attended by Atlanta VAMC veteran patients, according to Voluntary Service chief Brenda Pennington.  Marines from the 4th 
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Fisher who plans to volunteer at the facility whenever her military schedule allows.


VAMC veteran John Kimbrell expressed how much it means to him and fellow veterans to visit with today’s troops.


“It makes you proud to see that they have the same dedication and commitment to duty,” said Kimbrell.








 “


  





Command Sergeant Major Franklin Ashe, Third Army’s senior enlisted Soldier, said that it’s particularly important during Veterans Day for today’s Soldiers to remember those extraordinary Americans who protected our freedom in years past.


    “Someone once said that “the nation which forgets its defenders will be itself be forgotten,” quoted Ashe.


“That’s why we’re here so that we never forget,”








   Eagle’s Nest veterans meet Third Army troops


By Eric Brown 





�


Third Army Command Sergeant Major Franklin Ashe chats with Eagle’s Nest veteran John Kimbrell.


                                 


    Dozens of black and white photos adorned the second floor hallway of the Eagle’s Nest Nursing Home.   All of them were carefully aligned alongside hand-written letters. The letterhead, in German print, validated that many of the veterans pictured served during World War II.  


    That was just one of the scenes that left a lasting impression on the group of Third Army Soldiers who recently visited with VAMC veterans. 


    Sgt. 1st Class Felicia Fisher, a Third Army budget analyst, said the visit provided an excellent opportunity for active duty Soldiers to assist, interact and simply spend time with Warriors who sacrificed so much.


    “It gives a good feeling being able to help our veterans. Eventually we all have to make that transition from active to retired status,” said  
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   Voluntary Service honors 232nd birthday of the Marine Corps


By Brenda Pennington





VAMC takes part in Veterans Day Parade


�


Members of the VAMC float get ready for parade.











By Anita Williams





 As newly elected Chairwoman for the VAMC Veterans Day Parade Committee, I would like to thank everyone who helped to make this parade a success by donation of time and talent. I would also like to thank everyone for coming out and supporting such a heart-felt and worthy cause. Americans are blessed to live in a Nation of democracy and freedom.  For these blessings we thank our veterans.  








News Briefs 





A Federal Employee Health Benefit Fair will take place in the Chapel conference room on November 19, 2007 from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm.


The Ms. Bess Taffel Dedication Ceremony will take place Tuesday, November 20, 2007 at 11:00 am in the Voluntary Service hallway.   Ms. Bess volunteered at the Atlanta VA Medical Center for 34 years and gave over 83,000 volunteer hours. 


Joint Commission- For patient safety concerns, contact 


Quality Management at ext. 6243; to file a complaint, contact the Office of Inspector General at (800) 488-8244 or VA IG at 53E/P.O. Box 50410, Washington, DC 20091 or contact Joint Commission at (800) 994-6610 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" \o "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" �complaint@jointcommission.org�. No adverse action will be taken against those who report safety or quality of care concerns.


The Annual CWT Thanksgiving Dinner will take place in the VAMC Cafeteria on Thursday, November 15, 2007 at 4:30pm. For more information, please contact Leevahn Smith at ext 2412. 


 Mark your calendar - The Federal Benefits Open Season runs from November 12 through December 10, 2007.  Enroll early to avoid the rush! If you are continuing your enrollment (or considering enrolling) in the Federal Employees Dental and Vision Insurance Program (FEDVIP) for 2008 and think you don't need FSAFEDS - think again!


Yes, FSAFEDS covers dental and vision expenses too - but we also cover other everyday health care expenses like over-the-counter medicines, prescription drugs, medical supplies, sunscreen, and much more when enrolled in a FSAFEDS general purpose Health Care Flexible Spending Account (HCFSA).  PLUS, an HCFSA will reimburse you for eligible health care expenses not covered by FEHB, FEDVIP, or any other insurance - items like co-payments, co-insurance, and deductibles!    


There's another fine feature of FSAFEDS that you should know about.  It will save you money by allowing you to set aside pre-tax funds from your pay that will be used to reimburse you for eligible expenses.  That means you reduce your taxes and therefore save money.  Click on this link to see how YOU can save money with FSAFEDS � HYPERLINK "https://www.fsafeds.com/fsafeds/fsa_calculator.asp" \o "https://www.fsafeds.com/fsafeds/fsa_calculator.asp" �https://www.fsafeds.com/fsafeds/fsa_calculator.asp�.  


Visit � HYPERLINK "www.FSAFEDS.com" \o "www.FSAFEDS.com" ��www.FSAFEDS.com� to learn more about the FSAFEDS Program. 

















