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Birthday from page 1


Twice a week, a driver from Ms. Gold-hammer’s senior living facility brings her to the medical center where she makes copies and folds letters in the administrative suite of the operating room.  


On behalf of the employees of the Atlanta VA Medical Center, Brenda Pennington, Chief Voluntary Service extends her congratulations and gratitude for the overwhelming support Ms. Goldhammer provides to veteran patients.      

 




For Jan Santagata, Task Force chairperson, the project has become a labor of love. “When I heard about the project I just had to do it,” The Vietnam Memorial is scheduled to open here on Veterans Day 2007.








	George Canning, British politician and orator once asked, “When our perils are past, shall our gratitude sleep?”  


	For a group dedicated to telling the untold story of Vietnam Veterans, the answer is easy. 


Jan Santagata, Equal Employment Manager, Howard Hall, Visual Information specialist in the Medical Media department, Nadine Love, staff assistant to the Chief of Health Administration and William Treadway, a VA patient and Vietnam Veteran, make up the task force which met recently to continue planning a memorial here to honor Vietnam Veterans. 


	Howard Hall is ultimately responsible for designing and producing the memorial, but looks to Mr. Treadway for the creative inspiration. 


Mr. Treadway, who lost his sight while serving in the US Navy, hopes the dedication will encourage others to take another look at Vietnam service members.


	“We’ll have something to show our grand-children,” said Mr. Treadway.


	Nadine Love, the wife of a Vietnam Veteran, says the memorial will go a long way in saying thank you. “It’s time to welcome them home and our efforts are centered on doing just that,” Mrs. Love said.








	“Through Ms. Ginger’s many years of dedicated service, she has shown her generosity through the Voluntary Service Program assisting the Homeless Veterans.  She is a wonderful lady and model volunteer displaying love and compassion to everyone.” David Worley, Program Support Assistant, Voluntary Service, said “Ms. Ginger is a caring individual constantly thinking of her veterans who secure freedom for the United States.” 








Committee Plans to Honor Vietnam Veterans


 					By Denesha Thompson, Student Intern





Oldest Volunteer 


Celebrates 101st Birthday


By Brenda Pennington, Chief of Voluntary Service


�





	The VA Surgical Service acknowledged Ms. Ginger Goldhammer celebrating her 101st birthday on Friday, June 15, 2007.  The festivities were held in the surgical conference room.


	Ms. Ginger Goldhammer, Hungarian-born, volunteered at the Atlanta VA for more than 36 years and has accumulated over 38,000 volunteer hours.  According to Ms. Goldhammer, volunteering at the VA is her small way of giving something back to the veterans and she wishes she could have done more.


     


    See Birthday on page 2








Name your Newsletter!


Your weekly newsletter needs a name and you get the chance to pick it. Send your suggestions to � HYPERLINK "mailto:Gregory.kendall@va.gov" ��Gregory.kendall@va.gov� by 9 Jul 07. The winner will be announced in the 16 Jul 07 edition of the newsletter.

















News Briefs





Conference Room Scheduling- To schedule a conference room through the Education Service Line, please dial extension 7703. In an effort to accommodate all conference room scheduling requests, as it is determined that a previously scheduled room will not be utilized, please contact the Education Service Line to cancel your meeting in advance.





Educational Opportunity for Nurses


The summer enrollment for Nurses who want to apply for the NNEI tuition assistance program is June 30th. Additional questions or request for applications should be directed to Judi Gentry @ 770-776-2411 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:judi.gentry@phoenix.edu" \o "mailto:judi.gentry@phoenix.edu" �judi.gentry@phoenix.edu�





The Federal Ballpark Estimate—a savings goal worksheet—is now available on the OPM web site. The Federal Ballpark Estimate allows users to automatically calculate estimates of future Civil Service Retirement System (CSRS) or Federal Employees Retirement System (FERS) retirement benefits and Thrift Savings Plan account balances. It will also let you know how well you are doing in meeting your savings goal. The Federal Ballpark Estimate was developed in partnership with the American Savings Education Council of the Employee Benefits Research Institute. The Federal Ballpark Estimate is at: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.opm.gov/benefits/ballpark/menu.asp" ��http://www.opm.gov/benefits/ballpark/menu.asp�





Director Farewell - All Employees are invited to a farewell Reception for Mr. Thomas Cappello, Atlanta VAMC Director, in theNHCU breezeway from 2:00pm-3:30pm, Thursday, June 28th





Team Building -Lunch and Learn. Please feel free to bring your lunch!


Friday, June 22 -noon to 1pm, room 11C129. For more information call


Patricia Epps, x7804 or Johnathon King x7566









































