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New bridge connects VAMC and Emory in more ways than one


�


Emory’s Thomas J. Lawley (left) and Atlanta VAMC Director James Clark shake hands during bridge dedication ceremony as Emory’s Robert Hascall looks on.   





    In a symbolic way, the Atlanta VA Medical Center and Emory University joined together to celebrate the opening of the LullWater Suspension Bridge on June 11.


    VAMC Director Mr. James Clark, speaking about the symbolism, said:


“This ceremony represents the partnership between the Atlanta VA Medical Center and Emory University and serves as a premier example of what can be accomplished when organizations work together to tackle real-world challenges.”


   “This bridge has been many years in the making,” said Mr. Clark, “and I want to congratulate all of you here who have been instrumental in making this day possible.”


                                                         See Bridge on page 2





                                                                  








News Briefs  





Magnet Update - The Atlanta VA Medical Center has officially started our journey to excellence and Magnet Designation™.   Magnet Designation™ is a prestigious recognition from the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC)  of nursing and organizational excellence held by only 289 facilities, including one in Atlanta (St. Joseph’s) and 3 VAs (Tampa, Portland and Houston).  Over the next year, we will continue to work on enhancements to nursing, improvements in patient care, and promotion of nursing and patient care within and outside of the hospital.  Many new ideas and concepts will be implemented, and the organization will begin to see a transformation to a “culture of excellence and magnetism” that focuses on attracting and retaining nurses as well as other employees. 


You will see periodic announcements, emails and activities related to our journey of “Soaring to Excellence.” 


Name the mascot - Perhaps you have seen our new mascot, a large fuzzy eagle, roaming the organization and “Soaring to Excellence.”  He/she needs a name reflective of our journey of excellence.  Please submit suggestions to Regina Taylor via email by COB Friday, June 27.  The Magnet Steering Committee will select a name from the entries and the winner will receive special recognition.  


Voluntary Leave Transfer Program – The following are approved participants in the VLTP and are eligible to receive annual leave donations:  Primary Care - Michelle Pough; EMS - Sandy Holmes; Health Administration Service- Carol Mabry.


Surgical-John Robinson; Medical & Specialty Care-Erica Jowers.


If you wish to make a leave donation, call Freida Philpotts at ext 6306 or Marie Robinson at ext. 4376 to complete form OF-630A.


Car pool/vanpool -The easiest way to connect with others in your area who wish to car pool or vanpool from near your home to near your place of business is through: �� HYPERLINK "https://www.myridesmart.com/html/index.htm" \o "https://www.myridesmart.com/html/index.htm" �https://www.myridesmart.com/html/index.htm�


You can register and receive a list of persons who live near you and have similar commutes. For more information, contact Steve Sherwood, Energy Manager, at ext. 6101.


Joint Commission- For patient safety concerns, contact Quality Management at ext. 6243; to file a complaint, contact the Office of Inspector General at (800) 488-8244 or VA IG at 53E/P.O. Box 50410, Washington, DC 20091 or contact Joint Commission at (800) 994-6610 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" \o "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" �complaint@jointcommission.org�. No adverse action will be taken against those who report safety or quality of care concerns.

















and patient care take place at the Atlanta VA Medical Center, thanks in large part to the Atlanta VA’s long ongoing synergism with Emory.”


That synergy, Mr. Clark added, “has been the hallmark of our partnership” and contributes to the Atlanta VA’s ability to fulfill the three promises we make to our veterans:


Provide care second to none – the best care anywhere


Maintain and expand services


Every veteran will be personally satisfied, based on the outcome





    The 210-foot-long suspension bridge provides easy pedestrian access between VAMC and Emory and replaces a previous bridge that was removed in the early 1990s.





























    Dr. Hardison has been the recipient of many awards for his excellent teaching by medical school classes and the residents.  In 2001 he received the Angeline Papageorge award by the Emory University School of Medicine the highest award given for a lifetime of excellence as a clinical teacher.  


    His encyclopedic knowledge, sharp wit and gentle but forceful guidance have made him a legend throughout the region, a reputation fostered by his former students.  Their respect and appreciation for his contribution to their professional development is heartfelt.








   Furthermore, the vendor show was open to the entire hospital and several personnel from various service lines did attend for information.  


    The Research Service Line would like to thank all personnel that participated in the activities.  For further information about any of the posters or vendors, please contact Joshua Jenkins, BSO for Research Service Line at X3078 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:joshua.jenkins@va.gov" ��joshua.jenkins@va.gov�.





�


Machelle Pardue (left) and Moon Kim


display the Early Markers for Diabetic Retinopathy. 








Bridge from page one  





Thomas J. Lawley, Dean of Emory’s School of     Medicine, shared similar sentiments.  


    “It’s a beautiful bridge, but its real power for me and for Jim Clark is the way it links together, physically and symbolically the campuses of two old and very good friends.”


Dean Lawley also recognized the contributions of Robert Hascall, Emory’s Vice President of Campus Services.


    Before making the ceremonial walk across the bridge, Mr. Clark spoke about some of the things that make the relationship with Emory so successful. 


“I believe Dr. Robert Pollet, our director of research and Emory’s professor of medicine, summed it up best when he said:


    “Extraordinary medical teaching, research,


 








 








Research Week displays “promise for a brighter tomorrow”








�  


Research Service on display: VAMC Research staff members celebrated National VA Research Week with various exhibits other presentations.





        The Atlanta VA Medical Center’s Research Service Line celebrated the theme of this year’s national Research Week: A Promise for a Brighter Tomorrow, with a variety of activities


    The activities included a vendor show  during which various GSA approved vendors exhibited safety equipment and supplies that could potentially be used in not only the Research Service Line, but in several other services of our facility.














