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     When asked what inspires her to be a great nurse, Ms. Jackson said, 


    “My inspiration comes from the patients. It is truly an honor and privilege to do whatever I can to improve their quality of life.”  


     Ms. Jackson is also the recipient of several other awards including the HPNA’s 2006 Innovation in End Life Nursing Care Award, and the 2004 Under Secretary Health Award. Additionally, she is the author of several publications that tackle EOL issues and a HPNA approved instructor. 


    She received an Associate’s degree in nursing from Monroe Community College in Rochester, NY, a bachelor’s degree in nursing from Alfred University and a master’s degree in nursing from Emory University.  


    “We are proud to recognize Ms. Jackson’s outstanding achievements with the Nurse of the Year Award,” said Judy Lentz, executive director of NBCHPN. “We hope her commitment to excellence will serve as a model for healthcare providers everywhere.”





Ms. Jackson holds one of her many awards.





    Dedicated, determined and dependable are just a few words that describe the recipient of the National Board for Certification of Hospice and Palliative Nurses’ 2007 Nurse of the Year award. 


    Hazel Jackson, who recently won the award given for excellence in End-of-Life Care, has worked here since 2003.











Parking from page 1





	“Currently employee parking is not strictly enforced and patient and employee parking are mixed in,” said Ms Watkins. “The new parking plan will allow for one whole area to be dedicated to employees which will eliminate the many parking frustrations,” she continued.


	The plan, which will begin in earnest on or around June 25, 2007, is scheduled to be implemented on August 6, 2007, according to Chief Garrett. 


	Garrett and Watkins both say the key to the plan is ensuring it’s enforceable. 


	With that in mind, more police officers, dispatchers, and traffic assistants have been hired. 


   Also new systems and administrative requirements will help with enforcement. For example, dispatchers will be able to address questions or concerns through a new intercom system and soon all employees will have to use a Proximity Card to enter and exit the parking deck. 











     “The goal is to make parking easier for everyone and these changes should help us do that,” Ms Watkins explained.


    Yet Chief Garrett says he understands it will take time for all the new changes to sink in and says a comprehensive education campaign will soon follow. 





“We’ll continue to listen to our veterans and employees and with their cooperation we will alleviate the stress of parking.” 





    “First and foremost, employees have to fully understand the rules and guidelines so increasing awareness will be an on going part of the campaign. 


     “We’ll continue to listen to our veterans and employees and with their cooperation we will alleviate the stress of parking,” concluded Chief Garrett. 








New Plan to improve parking


By Denesha Thompson,Student Intern


�











Every morning my mom and I drive aimlessly around the Atlanta VAMC parking deck trying desperately to locate an empty spot. I’m sure others, employees and customers alike, experience the same frustration.  


That frustration may soon come to a screeching halt with the implementation of a new parking plan, according to Jeffrey Garrett, Atlanta VAMC Chief of Police and Pamela Watkins, Facility Planner.


Under the new plan, patients and visitors will be encouraged to use complimentary valet parking and open area parking spaces. The parking deck, which can accommodate 1187 vehicles, will be reserved for employees. The only exception will be for handicap vehicles. Vehicles with valid handicap tags will still be allowed to park in any handicap area at the facility. 





                                                       See Parking on page 2








      











Pamela Watkins and Police Chief Jeffrey Garrett display new parking sign.





Hospice nurse receives excellence award


By Denesha Thompson, Student Intern











News Briefs





Director Farewell - All Employees are invited to a farewell Reception for Mr. Thomas Cappello, Atlanta VAMC Director, in theNHCU breezeway from 2:00pm-3:30pm, Thursday, June 28, 2007.





The Federal Ballpark Estimate—a savings goal worksheet—is now available on the OPM web site. The Federal Ballpark Estimate allows users to automatically calculate estimates of future Civil Service Retirement System (CSRS) or Federal Employees Retirement System (FERS) retirement benefits and Thrift Savings Plan account balances. It will also let you know how well you are doing in meeting your savings goal. The Federal Ballpark Estimate was developed in partnership with the American Savings Education Council of the Employee Benefits Research Institute. The Federal Ballpark Estimate is at: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.opm.gov/benefits/ballpark/menu.asp" ��http://www.opm.gov/benefits/ballpark/menu.asp�





Name your Newsletter- Your weekly newsletter needs a name and you get the chance to pick it. Send your suggestions to � HYPERLINK "mailto:Gregory.kendall@va.gov" ��Gregory.kendall@va.gov� by 9 Jul 07. The winner will be announced in the 16 Jul 07 edition of the newsletter.





Defensive Driving Class-July 20, 2007 from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. Pete Wheeler Auditorium. Any employee can take the class, but priority seating will be given to those who regularly drive a government vehicle. If you wish to attend, please contact Vernon Green, ext. 3435 via Outlook (preferred) or VISTA. Please include your name, extension number and whether you drive a government vehicle. Class is expected to last all day.





Hospice Conference - The Georgia Veterans Hospice launch conference will be held at the Atlanta VAMC in the Pete Wheeler Auditorium on June 28, 2007.  Ms. Deborah Grassman, a nationally recognized palliative leader and speaker from Bay Pines VAMC, will be presenting the following topics; ‘Successful Suffering’ (10:30am to 12:00pm), ‘The Wounded Worrier” (1:30 – 3pm) followed by a one-on-one question and answer session/reception with Ms Grassman in the Atrium
































