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and Dr. Steve Culler, Rollins Associate Professor.


They discussed the mutual benefits of the partnership and expressed their complete satisfaction with the way it has expanded.      


Each year, Rollins School of Public Health admits an elite group of individuals to its Masters and PhD Public Health programs.  In previous years, the Atlanta VAMC accepted a handful of these students to participate in the internship/fellowship program.  


“In the past, Atlanta VA has offered a great learning experience to our students.  The students gained exposure to public heath issues, and therefore were able to apply skills they learned in the classroom to the real world.  We believe they have grown from their experiences at the VA and we hope to continue to provide other students with this same opportunity,”   Ms Paez-Ellet said.


In addition to the formal meeting, the representatives were given a tour of the hospital including areas such as Research, Mental Health, and Prosthetics.  Due to the Masters in Science and PhD programs offered by Rollins, the VAMC Research Department is viewed as a place to provide solid foundation for student skills..  Also the vast array of public heath research conducted at VAMC provides students with ample opportunities to conduct thesis projects. 


One of the many highlights of the tour was a demonstration by Dr. David Ready, a Mental Health Psychologist and renowned PTSD researcher.  


Overall, Emory representatives had a great visit and hope to continue the great association with VAMC. 
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Emory interns Camile Sealy(left) and Shakti Mehrotra look on as Emory’s Dr. Steve Culler takes part in Virtual Reality Exposure Therapy demonstration.





    Officials from Atlanta VAMC and Emory University  met   last week and agreed to  continue the successful partnership between the two neighboring organizations.


VAMC director Thomas Cappello and Associate Director James A. Clark sat down with Emory University’s Rollins School of Public Health director of Career Services Claudia Paez-Ellet 






































Performing great deeds is nothing new for the men and women who work at the Atlanta VAMC. Burrell Whittaker, who works at the Lawrenceville outpatient clinic,  is just the latest example. 


Recently, while driving to work, Whittaker observed an accident involving a vehicle and motorcycle. 


     


    





Cappello from page 1





VAMC assisted more than 1,300 displaced patients from New Orleans.


 “I was really impressed with his compassion and concern,” Dr. Barkers added. 


When asked about his new assignment,  Mr. Cappello expressed mixed emotions.


“I’m excited about becoming the new director in Gainesville, but I will  miss Team Atlanta more than anyone will ever know.” 


As with any successful organization,   Team Atlanta is made up of hard working and dedicated people. Mr Cappello  said he’ll miss them the most.





 “This has been the very best out of all of my seven VA assignments and I sincerely mean that.”

















Anne Huguenin, Executive Assistant to the Director, who worked with Mr Cappello at her previous job, joined others in praising the out-going Atlanta VAMC director.


 “I hate to see him go. I worked for him at the network office and here. He is one of the best bosses I have ever had if not the best. He leaves behind a lot of people who will miss him.”





Mr. Cappello will be greatly missed at Team Atlanta but he has left an incredible legacy that will thrive on long after his departure. 





Team Atlanta farewells VAMC Director


By Denesha Thompson, Student Intern
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s one of 40 nurses selected worldwide to  a 





    Since January 2003, Team Atlanta has had the distinct pleasure and honor to have Thomas Cappello as its Medical Center Director.        However, all good things must come to end and Mr. Cappello departed last week to assume his new duties as director, North Florida/South Georgia Health care in Gainesville, Fla.


    Kevin Hayes, Management and Program Analyst described Mr. Cappello’s departure as bittersweet.


 “He  implemented some great things here that I’m sure the new leadership will continue. Gainesville is definitely getting a great leader,” 


Dr.Georgia Barkers, Associate Nurse Executive for Education, expressed similar sentiments.       “I am glad that he has found a new challenge and I absolutely wish him the best.” 


Dr. Barkers worked very closely with Mr. Cappello during Hurricane Katrina when Atlanta 





                                           See Cappello on page 2


                                      
































 








      








Intern program produces positive results for Emory and VAMC


By Shakti Mehrotra, student intern





Sonja Reid and Dr Georgia  Barkers  share a laugh with Mr. Cappello during his farewell reception.














News Briefs


 


Joint Commission- For patient safety concerns, contact Quality Management at ext 6243; to file a complaint , contact the Office of Inspector General at (800) 488-8244 or VA IG Hotline:53E/P.O Box 50410 Washington, DC 20091 or contact Joint Commission at (800) 994-6610 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:complaint@jcaho.org" ��complaint@jcaho.org�. No adverse action will be taken against those who report safety or quality of care concerns.





The Atlanta VAMC Canteen  will be closed on Saturday July 14, 2007 due to construction. The Canteen will reopen with regular operation  hours July 16 2007.





The Federal Ballpark Estimate— The Federal Ballpark Estimate allows users to automatically calculate estimates of future Civil Service Retirement System (CSRS) or Federal Employees Retirement System (FERS) retirement benefits and Thrift Savings Plan account balances. It will also let you know how well you are doing in meeting your savings goal. The Federal Ballpark Estimate was developed in partnership with the American Savings Education Council of the Employee Benefits Research Institute. The Federal Ballpark Estimate is at: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.opm.gov/benefits/ballpark/menu.asp" ��http://www.opm.gov/benefits/ballpark/menu.asp�





Defensive Driving Class-July 20, 2007 from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. Pete Wheeler Auditorium. Any employee can take the class, but priority seating will be given to those who regularly drive a government vehicle. If you wish to attend, please contact Vernon Green, ext. 3435 via Outlook (preferred) or VISTA. Please include your name, extension number and whether you drive a government vehicle. 





The Accident Review Board is sponsoring a Slip, Trip and Falls Prevention Campaign.  Our goal is to significantly reduce slip, trip and fall mishaps inside or outside the medical center.  As part of the campaign, we are also sponsoring a “Best” slogan competition.  Your task; simply be creative and submit a relevant, clear, and easily understood phrase, clause or slogan that can be used to heighten campaign awareness. The best slogan contest is available to VA employees.  The winner will receive a $50.00 cash award.  Submissions can be sent electronically via outlook or vista to Kenneth Miller, Joe Jenkins or Vernon Green.  Submissions can also be mailed (Intra-Office) to mail stop 137 Safety, Room GC100.  All submissions must reach the Safety Office no later than Monday, July 16, 2007.  The prize will be awarded July 27, 2007.    























