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 Society in 1985. At this show, he was so impressed


by the creativity of the artists that he immediately went out and purchased his first underwater camera.


 As a fervent scuba diver, his love for the sea manifests through his photos. In a quest to capture the perfect image, Dr. Fink has traveled to the faraway lands and shores of Africa, the South Pacific, Indian Ocean, Caribbean Sea and Indonesia. 





 “I have learned to appreciate the beauty and significance of another realm.”








Dr. Fink hopes that his photography will serve as an instrument of environmentalism. “Through underwater photography, I have learned to appreciate the beauty and significance of another realm and how dependent we and other creatures are on the oceans and how threatened we are due to global warming,” states Dr. Fink. He believes that his photography brings a sense of wonder and a desire to protect underwater life.


In between being the busy Chief of Surgical Service and the mastermind behind such works of art as the highly acclaimed “Clown Fish C47,” Dr. Fink enjoys working alongside his wife as a volunteer at the Georgia Aquarium.


To check out more of his award winning photos visit, � HYPERLINK "http://www.finksphotos.com" ��www.finksphotos.com� for a compelling adventure through the lens of Dr. Fink. 





�


Dr Aaron Fink with two of his award winning photos.





  Famous fashion photographer Helmut Newton once stated, “Look I’m not an intellectual, I just take pictures.” 


Unlike Mr. Newton, Dr. Aaron Fink, Manager of Surgical and Preoperative Care and Chief of Surgical Service, has proved to be both, an intellectual and one of the finest nature photographers in the world. 


In 2006, Dr. Fink was presented with the International Color Awards Nominee Award in the category of Nature. The International Color Awards recognizes photographers who excel in color photography. 


 In the early 1970’s photography peaked the interest of Dr. Fink while shadowing his cousin, former “Sports Illustrated” and Baltimore Orioles photographer Jerry Wachter. He then attended a show in California held by the Underwater Photo 





   


    





Bronze from page 1





 When asked about his secrets for living a long life, he shared these words of wisdom:  “Faith in the Lord. I wouldn’t be here without Him.


“Diet, short on meat, plenty of vegetables, fruits and wheat bread, no rice or pasta.”


 Mr. Hart also recommended a daily glass of red wine. His daily exercise routine includes lifting 3lbs dumb bells, 20 times on each arm, and walking for 15 minutes or more.


Mr. Hart is just one example of the Bronze Clinic’s commitment  to taking care of  frail and elderly patients in both a consultative manner to other clinics and as primary care providers.   


   





 “This has been the very best out of all of my seven VA assignments and I sincerely mean that.”

















Extended Care programs assist patients and


families in delaying or preventing institutionalization as long as possible.  The Bronze Clinic staff includes three physicians, one nurse practitioner, two nurse case managers, three LPNs and  program support assistants (PSA) as well as a Doctor of Pharmacy and Social Worker.


Presently,  the clinic  provides for  2500 -3000  patients and  new ones  are added daily.    Patients are scheduled in a timely manner without a waiting list.  The Bronze Clinic is a great clinic and the patients really enjoy coming to the 10th floor.





Bronze Clinic patient celebrates 101st birthday


By Bertha Joshua


�





The Bronze clinic joined in a centennial celebration of one of its more popular patients last week.


Mr. Russell Hart, born on July 14, 1906,  spent part of his101st birthday with six of his friends on the 10th floor.


Dr. Charles Tharp, Program Support Assistant Bertha Joshua, Nurse Case Managers Gloria Washington and Frances Gray and Licensed Practical Nurses Evelyn Brown and Ellen Morgan all took part in the celebration. 





 Ms Joshua, said Mr Hart is  just one  of the Bronze clinic patients who have reached the age of  100  or beyond.


“We are pleased to have some veterans who are a century or more and Mr. Hart is one of them,” Joshua said. “He has a great sense of humor and was married to a wonderful woman for 74 years.”                              


A native of  Kentucky,  Mr. Hart is known for his great sense of humor and love of reading.                       





                                              See Bronze on page 2


                                      
































 








      








VAMC Doctor showcases award-winning photography skills


By Denesha Thompson, student intern





Mr. Russell Hart (center) celebrates his 101st birthday with members of the Bronze Clinic staff.














News Briefs 


Retirement-Ms Ellen Morgan will retire Aug 3 with 29 years of service with the government.  Ms. Morgan has been a dedicated worker, always willing to help veterans and their families.   She will be truly missed by Team Atlanta.


The Atlanta VAMC Canteen-   Canteen food operations will be closed on Saturday July 21, 2007


The Federal Ballpark Estimate— The Federal Ballpark Estimate allows users to automatically calculate estimates of future Civil Service Retirement System (CSRS) or Federal Employees Retirement System (FERS) retirement benefits and Thrift Savings Plan account balances. It will also let you know how well you are doing in meeting your savings goal. The Federal Ballpark Estimate was developed in partnership with the American Savings Education Council of the Employee Benefits Research Institute. The Federal Ballpark Estimate is at: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.opm.gov/benefits/ballpark/menu.asp" ��http://www.opm.gov/benefits/ballpark/menu.asp�


Defensive Driving Class-July 20, 2007 from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. Pete Wheeler Auditorium. Any employee can take the class, but priority seating will be given to those who regularly drive a government vehicle. If you wish to attend, please contact Vernon Green, ext. 3435 via Outlook (preferred) or VISTA. Please include your name, extension number and whether you drive a government vehicle.   


Joint Commission- For patient safety concerns, contact Quality Management at ext 6243; to file a complaint, contact the Office of Inspector General at (800) 488-8244 or VA IG Hotline: 53E/P.O Box 50410 Washington, DC 20091 or contact Joint Commission at (800) 994-6610 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:complaint@jcaho.org" ��complaint@jcaho.org�. No adverse action will be taken against those who report safety or quality of care concerns.


Voluntary Leave Transfer Program –  The following  are approved participants in the VLTP and are eligible to receive annual leave donations. If you wish to make a leave donation, call ext 7587 to complete form OF-630A:


Patient Care Services - Rice, Douglas, Cook, Reginald Cadet, Gaetane, Mental Health -Thornton, Kimberly, Elder, Marian, Medical Specialty - Dorsey, Martha,


Information Technology- Disco, Ronald, Education Services- Sterkins, Malanese, Health Administration Service-McDowell, Tracey Beedle, Mary, National Cemetery Administration-Jacques, Patricia, Environmental Management - Holley, Derrick Police Service -Crockett, Blayde, Primary Care Pough, Michelle, Surgical & Perioperative - Sheldon, Dean.














