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 Complains, displays a wonderful attitude no matter the difficulties placed in his path.


Mr. Richardson, was evacuated from New Orleans during Hurricane Katrina 2005. Vet saved from the polluted flood waters by daughter Anisha. Veteran settled in at the Atlanta VA Medical Center, hoping for the day he could return to New Orleans. Unfortunately vet is in a wheelchair and on oxygen and the New Orleans VA has not recovered enough to meet the needs of vets like Mr. Richardson. Vet lost his home and worldly goods but not his humor and positive attitude.


Tragedy struck again when his beloved Anisha was killed in a pedestrian accident, May31. Staff members: Ms. Foote, Ms. Roberts and Ms. Sleboda gave and gathered contributions from MHSL, Police Department, and Homeless Program, spent hours on the phone getting a train 
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Willard Richardson with Mary Roberts (l), Mary Sleboda, and Jacqueline Foote.


  


    Mr. Willard Richardson is a shining hero for our disabled veterans. He never gives up, never 





Prescott from page 1





 has time to spend quiet evenings at home. She has run over 246 marathons and is currently in Sydney, Australia completing 247. She credits her determination to run marathons to being diagnosed with Guillain- Barrie Syndrome a neurological condition that affects the peripheral vision in 1989. She received this disability while in the military. Mrs. Prescott served in the “Flying Tigers” unit of the US Air Force for ten years. “I promised myself that if I made it out of the hospital alright I would run at least five times a week,” Mrs. Prescott recalls. 


  Five months after she was discharged from the hospital she ran her first marathon, the 1990 Marine Marathon. After medically retiring from the military, Mrs. Prescott worked at the U.S. Federal Court in Atlanta, while attending The University of Georgia where she earned a Social Work degree. Upon her completion she began working at the VA where she strives to make the visually impaired veterans as independent as possible. “I always tell the veterans not to use


 their disability as a crutch, you can achieve independence one step at a time,” stated Mrs. Prescott.   Mrs. Prescott is the youngest person and one of the few women to have finished marathons in all fifty states four times. She also has run in more than 13 countries and is scheduled to run in Sydney, Australia, Cape Town, South Africa and Antarctica by the end of











 “This has been the very best out of all of my seven VA assignments and I sincerely mean at.”











next year. In addition to running marathons Mrs. Prescott was a 1996 Olympics torch bearer and 
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        Kendel Prescott and Stephen Herman, Eye 


        Technician, demonstrate dialing the telephone 


         using tactile markers.





has participated in 25 triathlons, including The Iron Man Triathlon and a 100 mile endurance run. When asked about running marathons, Mrs. Prescott stated, “Marathons are a life passion and will be part of me forever.”








  








 Visual Impairment Services Coordinator goes distance on and off duty


By Denesha Thompson
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    To the employees at the AtlantaVA, Kendel Prescott, Visual Impairment Services Coordinator, is just an ordinary employee. You would probably imagine that she arrives to work in the mornings, cares for the visually impaired veterans and then returns home to a quiet evening with her husband. If you imagined that about Kendel Prescott, you could not have been any more wrong. As an avid marathon runner, Mrs. Prescott rarely


         See Prescott on page 2                                     








         
































 








      








Atlanta VAMC veteran rises above floods in New Orleans 








Kendel Prescott displays one of her many marathon trophies. 




















News Briefs 





Chaplain Services is sponsoring the sixth Quarterly Memorial Service for all those veterans who have died in-service at VAMC-Atlanta.  This service will honor nearly 40 veterans and will be held in the Main Chapel on August 21, 2007, at 1:00 p.m.  The program includes an Honor Guard of VAMC police officers, Soloist Carlos Morgan singing ‘Fallen but not Forgotten,’ and Chaplain Tommy Thompson bringing the Memorial Meditation entitled ‘Is the Flag Still There?’  We invite all medical staff members to join the families and friends of our deceased veterans to share in this celebration of veterans and their gifts to the defense of freedom.





BLOOD ALERT! The American Red Cross needs YOU! One pint of blood can benefit up to three people! You will receive a t-shirt, 2 hours of AA, and juice and cookies! Please, be a HERO, give blood and help save someone’s life. Date Thursday – August 16, 2007, Place – The VA Chapel, Time 8am – 1pm. Please contact Joyce Carmichael at ext. 2024.





Joint Commission- For patient safety concerns, contact Quality Management at ext 6243; to file a complaint, contact the Office of Inspector General at (800) 488-8244 or VA IG Hotline: 53E/P.O Box 50410 Washington, DC 20091 or contact Joint Commission at (800) 994-6610 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:complaint@jcaho.org" ��complaint@jcaho.org�. No adverse action will be taken against those who report safety or quality of care concerns





Semi-annual Workplace Evaluation-  In accordance with JCAHO standards, VHA policy, and OSHA regulations, individuals from the Safety Office, Infection Control and the unions will be conducting the semi-annual safety, health, fire protection, and emergency management walk-through survey of the facility August 27-31, 2007.  The walk-through will identify hazards in the workplace and evaluate program requirements.  Staff will be required to have the following information available: Service Line Safety Policy, Service Line Emergency Management Plan, Updated Hazardous Material Inventories and Material Safety Data Sheets, and Safety Training documentation.  Additional information outlining a more detailed list of documentation required will be provided to all supervisors later this week. A report summarizing the findings of this survey will be submitted upon completion.














