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 Suicide Prevention Week                


By Tousha West  





�           


VAMC Suicide Prevention Coordinator Tousha West explains the importance of suicide awareness.  


         


    September 9-15 is National Suicide Prevention Week. A series of educational and outreach activities have been planned in order to improve awareness.  


    Did you know that the number of deaths by suicide substantially outnumber homicides each year in the United States?


    While the general public has seen a steady average in its suicide rate, the number of deaths to suicide among U.S. male veterans has doubled that of the general population between 1986 and 2007 according to a recent study.


    In order to help improve the identification of veterans at risk, the Department of Veterans Affairs has implemented a national prevention 





                                                       See Suicide on page 2








News Briefs 





Suicide Prevention Week- Monday, September 10 - Awareness Booth in front of the cafeteria from 9am to 1:00 pm. Tuesday, September 11 - Grand rounds and VACO presentations will be aired in room GC 302-304 throughout the day. Education hours will be available.


Wednesday, September 12- Community outreach in room 6c-130 from 9am -11am. Various representatives from local hospitals, community service boards, Veterans organizations and local suicide prevention groups will participate in discussions on the VA's Suicide prevention initiative and overview of services offered through mental health.


Thursday, September 13- Suicide Awareness Training in room 9c 131A from 8:30 am -9:30am and 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm (One hour of education credit will be provided)


Friday September 14- Suicide Awareness Training (CBOC Video-Teleconference) 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm.


The Nursing Home Care Unit will hold its first  


Friends and Family Day on Sep 14 in the Nursing Home Breezeway at 9:30 am to 1:00 pm.  The program includes an open house, a mini-introduction  of services provided, and lunch to the families and veterans. 


HR is sponsoring a “cake and punch” reception in Montine Fosters’ honor on September 13, 2007 in the Chapel. Ms Foster  is leaving the VA to continue her government service at the Centers for Disease Control.


National Preparedness Month is a nationwide effort held each September to encourage Americans to take simple steps to prepare for emergencies in their homes, businesses and schools. National Preparedness Month 2007 is sponsored by the � HYPERLINK "http://www.dhs.gov" \o "http://www.dhs.gov/" \t "_blank" �U.S. Department of Homeland Security�. The goal of the month is to increase public awareness about the importance of preparing for emergencies and to encourage individuals to take action.  Throughout September, Homeland Security will work with a wide variety of organizations, including local, state and federal government agencies and the private sector, to highlight the importance of emergency preparedness and promote individual involvement through events and activities across the nation.


Joint Commission- For patient safety concerns, contact Quality Management at ext 6243; to file a complaint, contact the Office of Inspector General at (800) 488-8244 or VA IG at 53E/P.O. Box 50410 Washington, DC 20091 or contact Joint Commission at (800) 994-6610 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" \o "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" �complaint@jointcommission.org�. No adverse action will be taken against those who report safety or quality of care concerns.








The VA has also established a 24-hour hotline staffed by mental health professionals who will assist with crisis intervention and referral back to the medical center closes to the veteran's home for follow-up and establishment of care. If you are a veteran or know of a veteran in need, please encourage them to call 1-800-273-Talk (8255).
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awareness campaign.  The first part of this new initiative is the establishment of Suicide Prevention Coordinators at all VA medical centers. Their role will be to assist in educating clinicians and non clinicians on warning signs, assist veterans with establishing care and work


within facilities to identify veterans at risk.








 Utilization Management optimizes patient care


By Margarita Bell 





�


  The Utilization Management Team.





     During the 2007 Southeast Advanced Clinical Access FIX Regional Collaborative in Atlanta, the Atlanta Utilization Management (UM) team was highlighted by Barbara Manning, Program Analyst from the Office of Policy and Planning in Washington, DC. Her presentation suggested that the Atlanta VAMC is within the range of Nationally Observed Best Practice Benchmarks as set by Medicare for Potentially Avoidable Bed Days of Care for medicine patients. 


    The UM team focuses on the appropriateness and medical necessity of inpatient admissions with proper allocation of resources. They are responsible for assessing, tracking and monitoring patients admitted to the Atlanta VA facility as well as patients receiving care in both non-VA and other VA facilities to ensure that they are receiving high quality care- VHA’s foremost mission. The ultimate goal of Utilization Management is to optimize the highest quality of patient care for veterans in the most cost efficient and appropriate way. 











Environmental Services Week


By Alvin Rosado





�


The EMS Clean Team.





     This week, the Environmental Management Service (EMS) will hold its annual celebration. <EMS> is divided into four sections, Housekeeping, Interior Design, Safety, and the Office of the Chief.


    The Housekeeping section maintains the facility seven days a week, 24 hours a day. 


Interior Design, our newest section, provides professional support during VAMC renovations and construction projects.


    The Safety Office includes Industrial Hygiene and The Green Environmental Management System – GEMS.


     GEMS is responsible for implementing environmental initiatives into our daily operations and is required by Presidential Order 13148. 


    The Office of the Chief provides the leadership and clerical support which allows the four sections to function as one team.


Please join our management team in congratulating the EMS staff during Environmental Services Week.











 











