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U.S. Army Graduate Program in Nurse Anesthesia will receive the VA’s Employee Incentive Scholarship Program (EISP), which pays tuition, books, and fees.  EISP funding requires a three-year employment commitment within the VA Health Care System after completion of the program.  


 











Holiday Safety message


By Police Chief Jeff Garrett


�


 The holiday season is a time filled with joy and happiness. It's a time to gather with family and friends and celebrate the blessings we share as Americans. 


Unfortunately, the holiday season is also a time when we witness an increase of missing or stolen personal and government property.


Never leave personal and government property unattended. Ensure work areas are properly secured. If you see any suspicious-looking activities, call the VAMC Police at 7641 or 4911 in case of emergencies. 


During the holidays, a lot of people leave their vehicles unlocked while Christmas shopping at very busy shopping centers.  Take the time to place your Christmas items in a locked trunk and never leave the doors unlocked.


Steps can be taken also to secure your house. Lights that are on timers as well as alarm systems can help protect your residence. Make sure all your windows are locked and that good properly working door locks are in place. Each year people also leave messages on their answering machine that they will be away on holidays making an open invitation for a burglar.


Remember, a few minutes of prevention can save you from becoming a victim of a crime this holiday season. On behalf of the men and women of VAMC Police, I wish you a safe holiday and very happy New Year.














Patti Landerfelt selected for 2008 Army Graduate Program


�


           Ms Patti Landerfelt serves as an Emergency   


           Room nurse.  





    Ms. Patti Landerfelt was recently selected for the 2008 U.S. Army Graduate Program in Nurse Anesthesia.   Ms. Landerfelt, a VAMC Emergency Room nurse, was selected from a pool of applicants with remarkable accomplishments and clinical and academic talent.  Ms. Landerfelt will begin her course of study at Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio, Texas in May 2008.


    Improving access to care continues to be a central focus for the Department of Veterans Affairs.  To this end, the Department of Veterans Affairs partnered with the U.S. Army in 2003 to educate VA nurses in the specialized field of nurse anesthesia at the U.S.AMEDD Center and School at Fort Sam Houston. 


 


                                           See Landerfelt on page 2








EMS team works behind the scene to make things happen


By Jenna N. Knight


�


Randy Moody and the entire EMS team play a vital role in the daily operations of VAMC.





    Working behind the scenes yet making invaluable contributions, Randy Moody and the entire Environmental Management Service play a vital role in the daily operations of Atlanta VAMC.


    The EMS team helps to create safe working conditions for employees and an appropriate healing environment for veterans.


    “Our team understands that when a veteran first comes here and experiences a clean facility and great customer service, that initial encounter has a lot do with his overall perception of the quality of health care,” Moody said. 


    Mr. Moody added that the EMS team takes great pride in their commitment and dedication to do things the right way.


   “Our job is to serve the veterans with will, skill, and ability,” explained Moody.


“EMS works quietly behind the scenes but our contributions speak volumes.”











News Briefs 


	


Director’s Holiday Open House- All employees are invited to the Director’s Holiday Open House on December 19 in the Director’s  Conference room (3A 207) at the following times:


Night Shift employees only – 6:00 am to 7:00 am


Day and Evening Shift employees – 2:30 pm to 4:00pm.


What is Integrated Ethics? A national educational and organizational change initiative that provides comprehensive approach to ethics in health care. Integrated Ethics is designed to improve ethics quality across VHA.


    Integrated Ethics addresses ethics quality at all levels—at the level of decisions and actions, at the level of systems and processes that drive decision making, and at the level of the values, environment, and culture that shape ethical practices overall. 


    What is an Integrated Ethics program? Effective ethics programs must do three things well: respond to ethics concerns on a case by case basis, address ethics issues on a systems level, and foster an environment and culture that is conducive to ethical practice. 


Local Integrated Ethics programs achieve these goals through three core functions:


ethics consultation


preventive ethics 


ethical leadership


    In addition to ethics consultation, preventive ethics, and ethical leadership coordinators in each facility, an Integrated Ethics Program Officer is responsible for day-to-day operations and an Integrated Ethics Council coordinates ethics-related activities across the organization. Facility Points of Contact:


Ethical Leadership – Dr. David Bower, Chief of Staff, x-7604


Integrated Ethics Program Officer – Kevin Hayes, AA/COS, X-1540


Ethics Consultant – Dr. Mark Shumate, X-7860


Preventive Ethics – Cindy Siegler, Compliance and Business Integrity Officer, X-2297


Joint Commission- For patient safety concerns, contact 


Quality Management at ext. 6243; to file a complaint, contact the Office of Inspector General at (800) 488-8244 or VA IG at 53E/P.O. Box 50410, Washington, DC 20091 or contact Joint Commission at (800) 994-6610 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" \o "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" �complaint@jointcommission.org�. No adverse action will be taken against those who report safety or quality of care concerns.
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     The first class of three VA nurses graduated in December 2006 and the second class will graduate in December 2007.  There are currently ten VA nurse anesthesia students in Phase I and Phase II. 


All VA nurses selected to participate in the














