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Atlanta VA Medical center uses Wii Games to Enhance Rehabilitation Therapy
At the Atlanta VA Medical Center, the Wii game has proven to be so effective 
in helping elderly and seriously-ill patients recover their strength and mobility that one patient is ready to strike out to showcase the benefits of the video game.

 Army veteran Mizanuel Phillips, 76, will get his wish after challenging medical center director James Clark to a Wii bowling match scheduled April 16 at 10:00 a.m. in the Eagle’s Nest Community Living Center co-located with the medical center.
Phillips, a double-leg amputee who has resided at the Eagle’s Nest the past four years, plays the Wii Sports video game as part of his rehabilitation. 
According to Atlanta VA Medical Center Recreation Therapists Thomas Porter and Chauncey Rozier, Wii Sports and similar programs are extremely motivational and helpful when used in physical therapy settings. Porter and Rozier were instrumental in adding the Wii system to the therapeutic devices used at the Atlanta hospital to encourage patients in their recovery.
 Meanwhile Phillips said he’s ready to roll against the director.

“I’ve been practicing over the past several weeks, he said. “Mr. Clark has always provided tremendous support to all the residents here and graciously accepted my invitation for a friendly bowling match and I’m looking forward to it.”
Rosemary McGinty, an occupational therapist at the medical center, noted Phillips’s enthuausim as an example of the Wii’s positive impact. 

“It brings extra mental and physical stimulation to our residents and it is really encouraging that they find it to be such a benefit both health-wise and socially.”
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