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December 16, 2008





U.S. Army Central Commanding General and staff brighten the holidays for hospitalized veterans


�


Lieutenant General James J. Lovelace (left) and Command Sergeant Major John D. Fourhman pose for a picture with Community Living Center resident Oscar James Moore Jr.





         The Commanding General of U.S. Army Central went on a mission December 5 to spread holiday cheer at the Atlanta VA Medical Center and brought along a cadre of carolers to help. 


    Lt. Gen. James Lovelace and Command Sgt. Major John Fourhman led a group of USARCENT Soldiers who spent the afternoon at the Community Living Center singing Christmas Carols and distributing gifts to CLC residents.   


     "As we enter this holiday season - a time to celebrate with family and friends - it's important to remember our men and women who served our nation in harm's way and those who are recovering in military and veterans hospitals," said Lovelace who has commanded U.S. Army Central since December 2007. USARCENT is


the only Army-level, expeditionary, war-fighting headquarters and provides theater sustainment and other support as required to forces in Iraq, Afghanistan and the Horn of Africa.


    Command Sgt. Major Fourhmand said visiting 





                                                         See Holiday visit on page 2








                                                                  





News Briefs  


Stockbridge Clinic Dedication ceremony – will take place Friday, Dec 19, at 1pm. The clinic is located at 175 Medical Boulevard, Stockbridge, Georgia 30281.


Annual Pecan Sale - All employees are encouraged to support Voluntary Service's annual pecan sale. Pecans are $7.00 per bag for cinnamon, turtles, toffee popcorn with pecans and cashews. The plain pecans are $8.00 per bag. For additional information contact Ms. Proctor at ext 7728.


Did you know you have a direct line to the Medical Center Director?  Would you like to send an anonymous email to the Medical Center Director to share your concerns and suggestions?  To send an anonymous vista email: 


Access Code: ATL1997 


Verify Code: ATLANTA1 


SAVE training will take place in the Pete Wheeler Auditorium on Dec 17 from 9am to 10:30 am and on Dec 19 from 9:30am to 11am and again from 2pm to 3:30 pm.


Joint Commission- For patient safety concerns, contact Quality Management at ext. 6243; to file a complaint, contact the Office of Inspector General at (800) 488-8244 or VA IG at 53E/P.O. Box 50410, Washington, DC 20091 or contact Joint Commission at (800) 994-6610 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" \o "mailto:complaint@jointcommission.org" �complaint@jointcommission.org�. No adverse action will be taken against those who report safety or quality of care concerns.


Voluntary Leave Transfer Program – The following are approved participants in the VLTP and are eligible to receive annual leave donations:


Health Administration Service-Carol Mabry.


Atlanta Vet Center-Anita Salamon. Police-Bobby Keener.


Primary Care- Malanese Sterkins.


Nursing Service (Tennessee Health Care)-Terri Dotson.


Pharmacy-Heidi Cantrell.  If you wish to make a leave donation, call Freida Philpotts at ext 6306 or Marie Robinson at ext. 4376 to complete form OF-630A.


Dial-A-Prayer- VAMC’s Chaplain Service offers a Dial-A-Prayer service/ministry.   Dial-A-Prayer is available all day and every day.  If you are calling from an outside telephone, dial 404-321-6111, ext 4161.


Flex-Fuel vehicles - Most of our fleet automobiles are “Flex-Fuel” vehicles which means they can use E-85 fuel, a blend of 85% Ethanol and 15% Gasoline.  The Energy Policy Act of 2005 requires all federal facilities to ONLY use E-85 in flex-fuel vehicles.  For more information visit the following website or contact the Energy Manager, Steve Sherwood, at ext. 6101. � HYPERLINK "http://www.afdc.energy.gov/afdc/ethanol/ethanol_locations.html" \o "http://www.afdc.energy.gov/afdc/ethanol/ethanol_locations.html" �http://www.afdc.energy.gov/afdc/ethanol/ethanol_locations.html�
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The CFC executive committee and key workers played a vital role in the success of the campaign.





    Congratulations, Atlanta VA Medical Center on a very successful 2008 Combined Federal Campaign. Thanks to your generosity, we far exceeded our CFC goal of $128, 000, raising more than $145, 900.


    “Despite the current economic situation, you opened your finances and your hearts to show that we at the Atlanta VA Medical Center are committed to helping those who are less fortunate,” said Mr. James Clark, Atlanta VAMC Director. "Thanks especially to our CFC executive committee and all the key workers for their hard work," Mr. Clark added.
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Events like the ice cream social and chili cook offs brought employees together to have fun while at the same time participating in a worthwhile cause.





�














Atlanta VAMC employees raise more than $145,900 for CFC








Holiday visit from page one


 the Atlanta VAMC offers a special opportunity for his Soldiers. 


“It is important for our troops to know what happened to those who fought before them and why they fought, so they have a better sense of their own combat missions,” said Fourhmand. 


“If you take the time to listen to the stories of our veterans, you can learn a lot.”    


     Sergeant Mark Wilson, 23, said he learned that there is little difference from today’s Soldiers and those who served in the past.


    “They fought before us to protect the same rights we fight to preserve. They did their part, now it is our turn to do ours and repay them for everything they sacrificed,”


General Lovelace described the trip as rewarding and said he enjoyed watching his troops interact with the patients. 


"We got a chance to see how our wounded warriors are being cared for," he said.


 "It was fabulous to see our younger Soldiers reach out to our veterans and reinforce that 

















    Calling it a historic occasion, the President of the Morehouse School of Medicine Dr. John E, Maupin Jr. and other senior leaders from the college visited Atlanta VAMC recently to recognize the two Morehouse psychiatry residents who started their internships at VAMC earlier last month.
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 Former Atlanta VAMC employee, Staff Sgt.            Sharon Pye, covers Charles Kirk with a blanket. Pye said she was happy to return to bring joy and Christmas spirit to the veterans.





America hasn't forgotten about you and we appreciate what you have given.” 











