CardTech SecurTech 2000 Summary

May 1-4, 2000 in Miami, Florida

By Dan Maloney

G-8 meeting


Dan Maloney chaired the G-8 Healthcare Data Card meeting that took place on May 1, 2000 in Miami, Florida.  Representatives attended from USA, France, Italy, Germany and Japan.  The representatives from Quebec Canada were unable to attend this meeting.  The VA had sent demonstration cards and software to the other countries in November 1999 and a second version in April 2000.  The Patient and Health Care Provider cards we in compliance with the G-8 technical and data specifications.  At the meeting, the Japanese and the Italians demonstrated that they could read their own cards, as well as the VA /USA card.  At the Wednesday presentation that was part of the conference, the Italians were able to demonstrate interoperability with all available cards including the French Insurance card currently distributed to 40 million families, the demonstration Italian card, Japanese card and the VA/ USA card.  The goal of this initiative is to use this specification as the basis for a VA smart card and to blend the requirements into the GSA and DoD specifications.  In this way, the appropriate data such as emergency data on the VA card would be read at as many locations as possible.


Some issues with the specification were identified and these changes will be made in an updated version of the specification.  The group agreed that this work should continue.  The next meetings are scheduled for mid September in Rome Italy and November in Paris France along with Cartes 2000. 

Moderator of Health Care Track


Dan Maloney moderated the Health Care Applications presentation track from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday.  Mr. Maloney presented an overview of card technologies, card projects and trends in the Health field.  Dennis Lewis, Deputy Director, VA NY Harbor Healthcare System, presented an overview of the planning for the Second Generation VA VIC card.  Other card enabled presentations included a prescription application, the CHIME PKI project, the 4 country 4 pilot Netlink project that is based on the G-8 specification, progress on distribution in France of the PKI based Health Care Provider card, ISO standards activities for Card data content, The Western Governor’s Association Health Passport Project, the new MedicAlert smart card and the overview of applications from the G-8 countries.  

Other Activities


An update of the DoD card project was given on Thursday as part of the Government Track.  The DoD Smart Card is scheduled to be distributed to all active military and on-site contractors by 2002.  The main function is to securely carry PKI keys.  There will also be space available for secure data storage also.  


The GSA Smart Card RFP project was summarized.  This will be a multi vendor, indefinite quantity award.  Projected award date is mid May.


Mr. Maloney met with GSA staff to obtain an update for the proposal for a 100 VA user pilot for the Staff Common Access Card similar to the one installed at the GSA facility at Willow Wood, Virginia.  This is one card that combines multiple functions including government visual ID, travel credit card, government purchase card, telephone card, physical access control using proximity technology, basic personal data carrier, logical network access using chip card with PKI and fingerprint biometrics.


Collaboration was suggested between VA and the Italian health card project.


Collaboration was suggested between VA and on the next phase of the Western Governor’s project in Hawaii.  Other partners include western states, GSA, HHS, and Navy.  This next phase will include PKI, web access, and XML data transactions.

