PAGE  

	
	Department of

Veterans Affairs
	Memorandum

	
	[image: image1.wmf]

	Date:
	January 14, 2004

	From:
	Project Manager, St. Louis Employee Education Resource Center, St. Louis, MO

	Subj:
	Time is Life:  Management of Acute Coronary Syndromes in VA Conference 

	To:
	Conference Participant


1. You have been selected by your VISN to attend the VA’s “ Time is Life:  Management of Acute Coronary Syndromes (ACS) ”conference to be held February 25-27, 2004, at the Hilton Alexandria Mark Center, Alexandria, VA. This conference is planned to provide the necessary skills and knowledge to personnel within your VISN who provide care to veterans who suffer from ACS.  These skills are critical in order to implement the requirements of Secretary Principi’s call for a VA Action Plan on ACS, and of VHA Directive 2003-017, “Treatment of Acute Myocardial Infarction (AMI) and Unstable Angina” dated 4/8/03.  The conference’s goal is to establish a multidisciplinary cadre of knowledgeable individuals within each VISN to guide the implementation of network and facility ACS action plans, and to serve as a resource for local VA facilities in your network.  A copy of the draft program brochure is attached for your review.

2. As a participant of this conference you will be a member of a 10-12 multi-disciplinary team, including clinical, administrative and technical allied healthsupport representatives from throughout your VISN.  In preparation for the conference, your team is being asked to accomplish the following:

a. Meet prior to the conference (either face-to-face or via conference call) to review your VISN and facility ACS action plans and discuss with the VISN staff regarding your responsibilities related to attendance. Please bring a copy of these plans with you to the conference.

b. Create a poster presentation that describes one of your “best practices” in implementing your VISN or facility cardiac action plan.  The poster will be displayed at a best practices networking session on the evening of the second day of the conference.  The poster dimensions are 32” X 40”.  Boards, easels and supplies for posting will be available at the hotel.

c. Submit a critique of the conference and a summary of your team’s plans to incorporate conference “best practices” into your network/facility activities.

3. Please read the attached “Instructions to the Traveler” document carefully.  It provides important information you will need concerning the program and hotel reservations.  Note that you must make and guarantee your hotel reservation with a credit card by calling the Hilton Alexandria Mark Center, at 703-845-1010 no later than February 5, 2004.  Identify yourself as being with “VA Cardiac Care Conference”.  Reimbursement to you will be made by your medical center.

4. Complete the attached conference registration form and return to martin.oexner@ lrn.va.gov no later than February 9, 2004.  Local participants who wish to partake of a lunch provided for conference attendees at the hotel will be charged an additional fee per day, for lunch and breaks, which will be payable at registration.

5. If you have any questions, please contact Project Support Assistant, Martin Oexner via Outlook or by phone at 314-894-6247, or contact me via Outlook or at 314-894-5737.  I look forward to meeting you at the conference.
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CAROL GARBS, RN, MSN

Attachments: 

Travel instructions


Registration form


Draft Brochure

