2004 ACMV Member Biographical Sketches

Nelson N. Angapak, Sr.





        Alaskan Native

Mr. Nelson Angapak is an Alaskan Native who served in the U. S. Army and was honorably discharged on 10 June 1971 as an Army Specialist Five.  Mr. Angapak has more than 25 years of Alaska Native Land Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) land and natural resources management experience.  In his current role as Executive Vice President of the Alaska Federation of Natives (AFN), he lobbies Congress on ANCSA amendments, monitors land and natural resources legislation in Congress and state legislatures, coordinates AFN Land and Legislative Committees, and is in charge of AFN in absence of the President.  

Mr. Angapak holds a Masters Degree in Urban Studies from Antioch College/West, 1976-1978 and a Bachelors Degree in Mathematics and History, Fort Lewis College, 1965-1970.  He also holds a degree in Theology, Golden Gate Theological Seminary, 2002.  He is fluent in Yupik, and has served on the Boards of the Calista Native Corporation, Alaska National Bank of the North, Tuntutuliak Land, Ltd, Linfield College, First Native Baptist Church, Alaska Baptist Family Services.  He has been an advocate for Alaska Native veterans’ issues for over 30 years.  Mr. Angapak currently resides in Anchorage, Alaska.

Alvarado-Ramos, Lourdes E.




Hispanic American
Ms. Alvarado-Ramos is the Assistant Director of the Washington State Department of Veterans Affairs.  She retired from the US Army as a Command Sergeant Major after 22 years of active duty service.  Ms. Alvarado-Ramos experience is in medical facility and human resources management and she is a licensed nursing home administrator.  In her current job, she is responsible for department operations, the State Veterans Homes Program and Minority and Women Veterans Outreach.  She resides in Olympia, Washington.

Archuleta, Bob J.






 Hispanic American

 

Mr. Archuleta is a Combat Veteran; 82nd Airborne Division and a public servant with more than 12 years of experience in community and municipal involvement. He has served the city of Montebello, California in the detective police division and has served as the City Commissioner of Traffic and Safety. In 1989, Mr. Archuleta became involved with the Los Angeles County Veteran’s Advisory Commission of Military and Veteran Affairs where he served as liaison to more than 900,000 veterans. Presently, Mr. Archuleta is the General Manager for Dynamic Brokerage firm.  He resides in Montebello, California.

Samuel Calderon






 Hispanic American

Mr. Calderon is a Colonel in the United States Army Reserve.  He began his military career in the Army in 1967, reaching the rank of Staff Sergeant.  Appointed as a Warrant Officer in the U.S. Army Reserve in 1978 as a Supply Technician, he served with the Arizona National Guard until his commission as a First Lieutenant in 1982.  Colonel Calderon has held a variety of commands and staff assignments.

Mr. Calderon began his federal career in 1973 with the Bureau of Reclamation and a year later transferred to the U.S. Army where he served on a variety of assignments in Europe and the Pentagon.  While in Europe, he managed the VII Corps annual budget of $1.2 billion supporting 73,000 soldiers and 16,500 civilians.  He was hand picked by the VII Corps Commander to manage a $270 million budget supplemental for the deployment of U.S. forces from Germany to Southwest Asia to participate in Desert Storm.  Upon completion of this assignment, Mr. Calderon moved to the Pentagon to oversee the 1993 Base Realignment and Closure recommendations for logistics, maintenance, and ammunition facilities for the Department of the Army.  In January 2001 he was promoted to the Senior Executive Service as the Deputy Director for Budget in the Department of Commerce.  Mr. Calderon currently resides in Alexandria, Virginia.

Cochran, Sr., Jerry






    African American

Mr. Cochran served as an Aviation Boatswain’s Mate in the United States Navy from 1971 to 1975.  He founded the Jerry Cochran Veteran’s Outreach Foundation in 1987.  Mr. Cochran is currently the Executive Director of Mission Outreach Centers, Inc. where his duties include administrative and managerial functions, daily operations and implementation of social service programs.  He is also the Pastor and Founder of New Jerusalem Pentecostal Church of God in Christ, Inc.  He has past experience as a Retail Store Owner.  Mr. Cochran 

currently resides in Albany, Georgia.

Cohen, H. Mara


                        American Indian  (Oglala Sioux)

Ms. Cohen is a retired Air Force Lieutenant Colonel aero medical nurse.  She served in numerous aero medical support operations to include the Jonestown cleanup in Guyana, Grenada; Operation Just Cause, Panama; and Operation Desert Shield and Desert Storm, South West Asia.  Ms. Cohen runs a consultancy and has received numerous accolades for her work in organizational management to include a Federal Silver Hammer for Acquisitions Reform; recognition for her service as a Baldrige Examiner for commerce; and acknowledgement of her work on the Environmental Streamlining Permitting Law which was used as the national model for President Bush in his recent NEPA/USDOT executive order.  She is an enrolled Oglala Sioux Tribal Member and is a member of the traditional Lakota Women Warrior‘s Society, the Katela.  Ms. Cohen currently resides in Lakewood, Washington.

Jefferson, John D.






    African American

Mr. Jefferson currently serves as the African-American Outreach Coordinator for the Farm Service Agency at USDA.  His work experience includes serving in the Bush Administration at the Department of Education  (2001-2002), as well as working for the American Legion’s Washington, DC office as an Assistant Director and Lobbyist with the National Legislative Commission (1995-2001).  Mr. Jefferson is a Vietnam Era Veteran who served in the U.S. Army (1970-72).  He was stationed in Berlin, Germany from 1971-72, and currently resides in Silver Spring, Maryland with his wife and two children.

McDowell, Clifford D.





    African American

Mr. McDowell is a Disabled Veteran of the U.S. Army. He served in Operation Desert Storm as a Communications-Electronics Officer. He is currently the Associate Director of Sports and Recreation for the Paralyzed Veterans of America where he also served as Media Relations Manager in Communications.  He served on the Board of Directors for Programs for Accessible Living.  Mr. McDowell is a Distinguished Military Graduate for UNC-Charlotte.  He currently resides in Silver Springs, Maryland.

Major General James H. Mukoyama, Jr.                              Japanese-American

Major General Mukoyama is retired from the Army Reserve after more than thirty years of dedicated service in both the active Army and Army Reserve. He culminated his career as the Deputy Commanding General of the U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command at Fort Monroe, Virginia.  During his five years on active duty, General Mukoyama served as a platoon leader in the Republic of Korea and as an infantry company commander in the 9th Division in Vietnam.

In September of 1970, General Mukoyama left active duty and joined the Army Reserve. General Mukoyama was the youngest general officer in the entire U.S. Army when he was promoted at age 42 to Brigadier General in 1987, and subsequently the youngest Major General when he received his second star three years later.  In 1989, General Mukoyama became the first Asian American in the history of the United States to command an Army division. His 70th Training Division, located in Michigan and Indiana, was the first Army Reserve Training Division ever to be mobilized at Fort Benning, Georgia, when it was called upon to participate in Operation DESERT STORM in January 1991. 

General Mukoyama is the executive vice president and chief operating officer of Regal Discount Securities in Chicago.  He holds a B.A. in English from the University of Illinois and a M.A. in the Teaching of Social Studies from the University of Illinois.  He is active in numerous veteran and community organizations. General Mukoyama lives in Glenview, Illinois.

Ross, Carson






   African American

Mr. Ross is a U.S. Army Combat Infantry Vietnam Veteran.  Currently, he is the Missouri Veterans Commissioner, appointed by Missouri Governor Bob Holden in 2003.  Additionally, Mr. Ross completed seven terms in the Missouri House of Representatives in 2002. His numerous awards include the Department of Missouri Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States Legislator of the Year Award (2000), the American Legion Legislator of the Year Award (2000), and the National Guard Association’s Charles Dick Medal of Merit Award (1998.)  He was elected vice chairman of the Missouri Legislative Black Caucus in 1998.   Mr. Ross is also President of Graves and Ross Investments.  Mr. Ross has experience in Municipal, Legislative, and Community Service, including being appointed to the Missouri Air Conservation Commission by Missouri Governor John Ashcroft in 1986.  Mr. Ross currently resides in Blue Springs, Missouri. 

 

Strickland, Joey*



   Native American (Choctaw-Cherokee)

 

Mr. Strickland is a Choctaw-Cherokee.  He retired as an Army Lt. Colonel with 28 years of service to America, including two combat tours of duty in Vietnam and service in the Army Airborne Infantry and Armor assignments.   He is a Colonel in the Louisiana Army National Guard.   Mr. Strickland currently serves on the Louisiana Governor’s staff as the Secretary for the Louisiana Department of Veterans affairs, a 500-employee department serving 400,000 veterans. He is also the current President of the National Association of State Directors of Veterans Affairs and is the Executive Director for the Louisiana Department of Veterans Affairs and Indian Affairs where he serves as a liaison to over 400,000 veterans and advises policy and programs to the Governor on all aspects of Tribal Affairs.  Mr. Strickland currently resides in Walker, Louisiana.

Walton, William L.






  African American

Mr. Walton is a retired Commander and a former naval aviator.  He is a disabled veteran.  He is active in the National Naval Officer’s Association (NNOA) and served on the Commander of U.S. Navy Air Forces (CNAF) Executive Committee on Diversity.  His civilian career includes working with the 1st California Mortgage Company as a new homebuilder mortgage banker (1987-1993); President and COO of Lin Walton & Company which consulted to mortgage banks on low-to-moderate income and ethnic markets.  Mr. Walton is a board member of the San Diego Senior Sports Festival; a former chair of a local non-profit specializing in affordable housing and remains involved with The Black Wings, assisting the U.S. Navy with its force diversification.  He currently resides in San Diego, California.

 

Zapanta, Al







Hispanic American

 

Mr. Al Zapanta is a Vietnam War veteran. He received over 35 awards for his outstanding military service. Mr. Zapanta was appointed as the Assistant-Secretary of the Interior for Management from 1976-77.  He has also served as a member in the Department of State’s Advisory Committee on International Trade, Technology, and Development. His private-sector experience includes 18 years as an executive with ARCO and he retired in 1993 as Director for Governmental Affairs.  Presently, Mr. Zapanta is the President and CEO of the United States-Mexico Chamber of Commerce in Washington, D.C.  He resides in Annandale, Virginia.

*   Denotes Chairman
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