[image: image1.png]Floaters, small, semi-transparent or cloudy particles that
are suspended in your eyes are usually harmless and are
seen by many of us at one time or another, however...

...flashes or the appearance of streaks of light can be
symptoms or signs of vitreous or retinal detachment
and should be quickly seen by your optometrist.







EYE CLINIC

1.
Floaters are semi-transparent spots or cobwebs that seem to drift in and out of vision. 

These spots are floating in the vitreous, which is the gel-like fluid that fills the eye.  Floaters are very common and they are usually a normal sign of the aging process.

2.  
Flashes can occur as the vitreous shrinks and pulls on the retina.  This looks like small, flashing lights (like fireflies, tiny headlights, lightning flashes, or sparklers).

3.
A vitreous detachment is the normal process of the vitreous separating from the retina. A vitreous detachment can cause both flashes and floaters.  

4.
The vitreous may pull so much that the retina tears or detaches, which can also cause 


flashes, floaters, and sometimes a curtain over part of the vision..

5.
If you see an increase in flashes or floaters, you should contact the eye clinic 


to make sure that the flashes or floaters are not from a retinal detachment. 

6.
If you notice an increase in flashes or floaters, or a curtain over your vision, 


please contact the Eye Clinic immediately at  (614) 257-5642.  


If you have an emergency after hours, weekends, or holidays, 

call the VA Telenurse at 1-888-838-6446 or report to the closest VAMC, 

or closest emergency room (Non-VA care may be at your expense).
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